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RP teaches Singapore 2 Oil prices continue to soar; 
how to handle protests s a 3 x Senate OKs 3 energy bills 


By Lulge A. del Puerto. E By Juliet Labog-Javcllana. 


pines, the notorious lag- | AS WORLD CRUDE PRICES SOARED TO NEW 
gard of Southeast Asia, jà $ record highs, the Senate moved closer to approv- 
does not have athing or inga meesure mandating tho usa of locally pro- 
two to teach a weethy intna transport sector, 
molghbor ike Singapore? BALANCED s,FEARLESS VIEWS ‘Three Senate committees—anergy, agriculture 
ePhiorenn | mass: pean vere and food, and finance—-approvod Sonato Bl No 
‘Thursday, April 20, 2006 x — sections / Vol.21 / No. 131 PIB websie:wwwing?.net CLEA 


Old foes attend Erap birthday; bishop apologizes Erap admits 


ByVoltContrerasand D] Yap _gal-Salgado and outspoken Bish 2 


MICI T Chavit gave 


HISTORY HAS A WAY OF BE- the audience with his homily. 


stowing birthday gifts, *] hope you cen forgive the 

Wo né, given ousted President Catholic Church for what hap- = tes P1M to son 

Joseph Barada something price- pened to you,” said Tobias, obvi- uu E DANS 

ioseph Pa diminhed charisma uly referring tothe major role À, oj H À 

te atthe crowds and the clout the fate Cardinal Jaime L. Sin [A : i1 By Vole Contreras 

aor icadverserisandimake played in the 2001 People Power p^ } and Nelson Flores 

lop ends across political bor. revolt that drove Estrada fom | 

den. Malacaang, —— : 3 QUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH Estrada tet 
strada marked his 69th birth- — "In the name of Jesus, walk 7] H s. fed yesterday a son out of wedlock received a 

day yooerday with a Mass and and move, Mr. President, for the | Pl2mllion check from Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis 

Gables buffet in a church not sake of our country" said Tobias, Af "Chavit" Singson asa birthday gift and denied 

mensi he courthouse hearing Gulngona, then a senator was ^ i j i Iwas meant to buya PL3-milion necklace for 

fi mlander erial thar theoretically a key figure in the events leading ; " n his mistress, 

areas nim the death penalty to the impeachment trial and the -f ; ‘in bis fourth appearance for is defense in 

by lethal injection. ouster of Estrada, But during j 3 s plunder trial, Estrada and his examining 
Serer! thousand. supporters Mass atthe St, Peters Parish on "E counsel Jose Faminiano did not touch on the 

packed the church. There were Commonwealth Avenue, he Checks source of funding 

Ter Vice President Teofisto shared the front pew with the ex. Te was brought up mainly to belie Sings 

former Vice ae, efe cand sorne merbes of CATHOLIC priests pray over ex-President Joseph Esada during Mass to celebrate his ni enrlier statements on how he cheek 

dents haltsiste Cielo Macapa- TESTOR birthday at the St. Peter's Church in Quezon City Wednesday. veers po 


Drugs seen slays 


Turf war : 
over shabu, W óc ES SC rules 


lottery, says TAISES AES unified ID 


Jeddahsource:| Sa system legal 


By Volt Contreras 


i By Vincent Cabreza. 
ATURF WARIN THE IL- p B PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


legaldrugtrade? — ee BAGUIO CITY THE UNIFIED, MULTIPUR. 
Members of the Fil- al pose identification card system being pushed 


ipino community in : r Ey President Macapagal-Arroyo is consti- 


À tional and does not violare the right to priva 
Jeddah are increasingly Cy, the Supreme Court ruled yesterday. 


drawn to this conclu- ; Ma cda and Consuelo fare Sami 
sion following the mys- go voting against Executive Order No. 420 

terious disappearance & + ? ‘The 24-page ruling, written by Associate. 
of six of their compatri- ^ : decl 
ots and the discovery of d E: even “all-encompassing” because it was not 
body parts in the city : Vaprpeipe pps 
two weeks ago, a $2 mae Kan, spokesperson ofthe high cou, 
source from Saudi Ara- 2 E oo Si the tibunal: “The right to privacy 
ia told the INQUIRER PRESIDENT ARROYO, surrounded by itary top brass relaxes at the pool of new housing urits for sles in Fort Boria Vedra re e a nl naii D 
yesterday. She is fanked by Vice President Nol de Castro (right) and former AFP Chief of Staff Efren Abu and AFP Chief of Staff Generoso Senga. SCNULES/AA 


exesevss GMA certifi bill on abol f death penal 
Foire oe certifies as urgent bill on abolition of death pena 
not just 10 but “over a 100 Fi- By Christine O, Avendaño at the Palace grounds, where she rather than legislate.” - 
ey ol pee eee coude sme eseocm — Mother of 2 women raped 
ing the chopped-up bodies. FOLLOWING UP ON HER COM- Ms Arroyo was asked whether added, taking the opportunity to j 

Fa bodies. FOl dent sentences, she expec the Serate, wich again make » pich for the and killed vows to fight on 
dling drugs (shabu or metham- Law (Republic Act No. 7659). ‘She said she had already certi- Secretary Eduardo Ermita signed ‘two young women who were ‘She wrote a letter assaliing the 
phetamine hydrochloride), the But yesterday the President fied as urgent the House commit: two lent de addressed to raped and killedin 1997 Is backin President for commuting the sen- 
‘source said. suggested that the law had a dim tee report recommending the Speaker Jose de Venecia and the ‘the battle. ‘tence of death row Inmates, ir 

eee ee chance of being abolished. Fre ion of the law, and lament- other to Senate President otaa annn A cluding sed te waus S 
sparked the killing was the drug “Lexpect problems,” she said in ed the purported ‘tendency ofthe Franklin Drilon, transmitting Ms ——— ore convicted of the rape-murder of 

‘RUGS/Ad chance interview with reporters Senate to "always investigate GMA CERTIFIES/ AS President Macapagal-Arroyo's MOTHER AA 


Frustrated prosecutor quits Subic rape case 
Gonzalez: If he is openly disagreeing with me, he is free to resign 


OLONGAPOCITY PROSECUTOR  Gonzalez’s curt reply was: “If “With that kind of develop- backed Gonzalez, saying the De. 
LONG PO aeo said yener. he sopenly disagreeing with me, ment, yourinititiveandmomen- partment of Justice did its Job 
Gey be would quit a rape case heisfreetoresign...Uitimately it tum wil) be stunted. You become “objectively and importa 
Sex RS our USMerines,asret willbe the coure that will decide frustrated and disappointed," Ja- , “This is not a po ieat e af 
ed over Justice Secretary Raul this anyway.” (See related story landonisaid. fecting our relations with the 
Gonzalezs decision to reduce the on Page A2.) "T was thinking, what if she United States as both countries 
Gene aginst dee of the de. -Gonzalez said Tesday he found was a relative, or my wife, or my are onein the search for uth 200 
fendants. no conspiracy surrounding the al- daughter, does it mean that we justice,” said Bunye. “Let us Keep 
nar i told the Associated legedrapeofa22jearoldFllipo cannot go after them? And itean our emorionsat bay and allow the 
Peet eld a be effec: woman on Nox 1 and decided to happen to anybody Just because light of reason and fact ro unravel 
measa member ofthe prosecu- keeponlyone Marineastheprinci- they are Americans, they are the truths! 
tion panel because he would keep pal defendant, who could face life above the law?" he sald. 'US Ambassador Kristie Kenney 
n paie ing about whether [i] mptsonmentand thethree others Jalandoni also said he had a told reporcers the America 
US Ambassador to the Philippines Kristie Kenny addressesthe American may be inconsistent with the po- as accessories, who could face up “heavy workload” of other cases. would comply with all laws that 
Chamber of Commerce in a Makati hotel Wednesday. ^ sition of the secretary.” Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye FRUSTRATED) At 


SESE TEES z SAAE AEEA E Ed 
LI ` 1 


Aw 

WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Narn Luzon wl xine ey ty e vi 

Talsove. Eaten and Southam Mindanao Nave mosty 

out Ses ih anos and ees. The ret of 1e 
"be pry cou win sorted ransoue or uni 

‘Soa nasty be seoon reno. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


second FRONTPAGE 


“Text us your feedbactcingurer news namelagelctymessage to 2207 (Gobs) or 283 (Smart) 


pr_pews@inqurercomph 


*T 
THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2005 


saat Cat 
‘ene 
um 
p 
—2— 014 
eran inn Goudy win fo 


PsiOndy — ami Goudy väh ais 


‘Cheering no proof of rape conspiracy’ 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE ACTION OF THREE UNITED STATES SERVICEMEN IN AL- 
legedly “cheering on” colleague Daniel Smith as he allegedly raped 
a 22-year-old Filipina in Subic last year does not make them "co- 


conspirators" in the crime of rape. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez sad thisas 
ne defended his decision to modify the 
hangs against US Marines Keith Sillwood, 
Sonate Duplants and Chad Carpentier from 
principal to accessories” in the crime of ape 

i mere fact eat de respondents were 
laughing sno proof ofconspiracye Gonzalez said 
i Sage resolation ote pon for review 

filed by Silkwood, Duplantis and Carpentier. 

“ing Que allegedly encouraged Smith to 
rape the woman a Starex van in November 
os by shouting: "Col Smith! Gol" 

According to the Gonzalez resolution, the 
victan in Rer sworn affidavit dated Nov 2, 
GO aimed tat while Smith was allegedly 
Ang hez the three US Marines were laugh- 
[ng and egging himon. 

onanie sad that the cmt statement “Ang 
mea sema niya ay tuwang tae (his compan- 


ions were very happy), was not enough to prove 
that the three had “conspired and agreed t a 
common desire to commi the crime of rape." 

Conspiracy exists when two or more persons 
come to n agreement concerning the commission 
ofa crime and decided to commit i" he wrote 

‘Gonzalez said the facts and circumstances of 
the case showed that the complainant “miserabi 
failed to produce evidence that will measure up to 
the quantum evidence necessary t establish a pri- 
ma facie case" or probable cause against Si 
wood, Duplantis and Carpentier. 

But the three certainly knew "what was go- 
ing on in the back seat of the van" but did not 
do anything abo y should be 
charged as accessories, he said. 

Gonzalez also said there could not have 
been a gang rape as alleged because “the 
physical condition of the van will not allow a 


2 drug fugitives fall, 


doomed men no more 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


TWO OF THE COUNTRYS MOST 
wanted drug traffickers were re-ar- 
rested two days ago, but luckily for 
the Chinese duo, they were among 
the 1,205 convicts whose death sen- 
tences President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had commuted—even before either 
of them had been inside a maximum 
security prison. 

Police said Ronald Yao and Chua 
Lin Yen were sentenced to death in 
absentia by a Pasig City court in 
September 2005 after they jumped 
bail earlier on during their trial. 

The two carried bounties of 
P300,000 each and were on the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agen- 
os list of most-wanted drug manu- 
facturers and traffickers. 

They were nabbed last Tuesday 
near a mall on Edsa after a month- 
long surveillance, according to the 


one poli 


vicis s 


is a na 


The 


PNP's Criminal Investigation and De- 
tection Group (CIDG). 
jowever, with the latest move by 
the President to commute sentences 
to life imprisonment, their penalties 
have been correspondingly reduced, 
lice officer said. 
‘Asked how the police feel about 
the commutation of the two con- 


eral Arturo Lomibao said: "This 
(commutation of death sentences) 


lice force will have to obey or fol 
low, and our job is just to imple- 
ment whatever decisions from our 
mational leadership are handed 


drug traffickers 
about the ability of the Bureau of Im- 
migration and the Land Transporta- 
tion Office to spot escaped convicted 
aliens and prevent their departure 


Police said 


“Ou 


how this guy 


'ntence, PNP Director Gen- 
rectorof 


tional policy which the po- 


escape of the two convicted 
raised questions 


INSPECTION DATES: April 


23,24 & 25, 2006 


INSPECTION & REGISTRATION START ON SUNDAY 


ZNO MINIMUM PRICE” 
2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION 
eem 


from the country. 


that Yao lef the Philippines in March 

and had just returned last Saturday. 
westigat 

ing with the Bureau of Immi 


country despite the fact that he is on 
the most-wanted 
Chief Supt. Pedro Tango, deputy di 
he CIDG. 
"When arrested, Yao carried a driv- 
ers license and a postal ID bearing 
name "Noel Chua. 


The duo, together wi 
‘Chinese, Wen Jin Cai alias “Rodel 
were first arrested in Makati on 
6, 2001, the sa 
raided a drug laboratory 

Investigators believed they were 


AUCTION DATES: 


APRIL | 
26, 27 & 28, 2006 


conclusion of gang rape." 

"The justice secretary said be would order 

justice prosecutors to file a motion to with- 
raw the previous charge and file a new one 
dieting Smith as principal, while downgrad- 
es against Silkwood, Duplantis 

ind Carpentier. 

‘Smith remained a principal accused not on- 
ly because of the strong evidence against him 
Dut because he did not file a counter-affidavit 
torefute the charges, Gonzalez said. 

"The Gabriela women's group said Gonzales 
downgrading of the charges against the three US 
servicemen was tantamount to acquiting them. 

"Most probably itis a prelude to other maneu- 
vers in the case that wil eventually lead to the ab- 
solution ofthe suspects,” said Gabriela deputy sec- 
retary general Lana Linaban in a statement. 

Party-list Rep. Liza Maza, who represents the 
group in Congress, accused Gonzalez of deliber- 
‘ately weakening the Subic rape case so that all 
four accused would be exonerate in the end. 

"The downgrading of the charges is an out- 

id reeks of a sell-out. This weakens the 
st for jus- 


Cop chief 
sacked 
after 

NPA raid 


SOME 50 NEW PEO- 
ples army guerrillas 
raided the police sta- 
tion of a remote town 
in Isabela on Tuesday 
afternoon, disarming 
the officers on duty 
ind making off with 
three shotguns. 

As in a number of 
previous cases, 
Philippine Nation 
Police Director Gen- 
eral Arturo Lomibao 
immediately relieved 
the police chief of Di- 
mapigue town along 
with the provincial 
commander and or- 
dered the town's 10- 
‘member police force 
to undergo training. 

Lombao said the 
rebel atack showed a 
“apse in discipline" 
among the local police 
force, which is to be re- 
placed temporarily by 
the Isabela Provincial 
Mobile Group. 


y had infom 


rs are now check- 
igration 
ged to leave the 


x of PDEA,” said 


day that poli 
Pasig City. 


yg the clandestine 


‘men did not fight itout, 
‘weld relieve adminis- 
maidy the police 
provincial director as 
well as the entire police 
sain, Lomibao said. 
“We shall remain them 
so this will not happen 


imsis 


again” 

Repons from the 
area said the rebels 
antved aboard two 
commandeered log- 
ging trucks around 3 
pan. and took the de- 
tachment by surprise, 
stripping the officers 
on duty not only of 
their arms but their 


IRE 


FUU 10v oump TRUCK| 


FUSO CANTER FIRE TRUCK| 


cell phones and mon- 
ey as well. The rebels 
then fied toward Au- 
tora province aboard 
two motorized out- 
rigger boats. LuigeA. 
del Puerto with re- 
ports from AFR AP 


INVESTIGATING NUR 

Former Muslim Mindanao governor and Moro National 
Liberation Front leader Nur Misuari waves to followers at the 
Department of Justice where he submitted his manifestation in 
relation to the reinvestigation of the rebellion charges against 
him and seven co-accused. On Misuari's motion, the Makati 
regional trial court had remanded the rebellion case to the DOJ 
after suspending court proceedings. 


RP consul visits — 
Mancao in Miami 


By Jerome Aning 


‘THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN- 
vestigation has allowed a Phil 
pine diplomat to visit detained 
former police superintendent Ce- 
sar Mancao II in Miami, Florida, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs 
said yesterday. 


US Albert del Rosario reported to 
DFA that Angelo Macatangay Jt, 
Philippine honorary consul gen- 
eral in Miami, was allowed to see 
Mancao in the local office of the 
FBI as “a special accommoda- 


Mancao and his lawyer that Man- 
cao was needed as "a material 
Witness" in New Jersey, where an 
espionage case against Michael 
Ray Aquino isin. 


Mancao was obviously concerned 
and tired but composed and in 
good health,” Del Rosario said. 


Macatangay received a call last 
April 14 from Mancao, who in- 
formed the consul that he volun- 
tarily turned himself to FBI offi- 
cials in Miami the day before af- 
ter learning that he was being 
sought by FBI agents at his home 
in connection with Aquino's case, 
which is related to the White 
House 


against former FBI ineligence 
analyst Leandro Aragoncillo. ; 

"The consul immediately pr 
ceeded to the FBI office to mest 
Mancao who, according to his 
lawyer, would be taken to the 
Federal Detention Center in Mid- 
mi after FBI authorities complete 
their procedure. : 

"The lawyer said Mancao hal 
intended to file for bail the next 
day with the Federal Magistrate.: 

However, after leaming that 
the US Attorney General's office 
Nas sending an officer to Florida 
this week to see Mancao, the 
lawyer said they suspended their 
efforts to gethimouton bail, i 

Meanwhile, the DFA said ar 
other consul general, Cecilia Re 
bong in New York, would be mort 
itoring Mancao’s case should th 
Tater be flown to New Jersey. 

‘Aquino and Aragoncillo wert 
arrested by FBI agents in Septem 
ber for allegedly gathering and 
transmitting confidential info 
mation about President Macapa) 
gal-Aroyo in FBI files to severa 
Opposition leaders. 

Both Mancao and Aquino fel 
the county before Philippine 
government investigators could 
{helude them in formal charges 
for the murder of publicist Sal 
wador “Buby” Dacer and his 
driver Emmanuel Corbito in 
fled November 2000, 


Philippine Ambassador to the 


Del Rosario said the FBI told 


Macatangay 


‘According to Del Rosario, 


espionage suit 


Mayuga as AFP chief possible — Ermita 
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TOYOTA NILUX SURF | 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-0810 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-527! 


jotdns.com * WEBSITE: www. 


'0 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094 


AFTER COMING OUT WITH A REPORT EX- 
onerating top generals from complicity in al- 
leged election cheating, Navy Chief Vice Ad- 
miral Mateo Mayuga is reportedly among 
those being considered by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to head the Armed Forces after 
Chief of Staff Generoso Senga retires in July. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita would 
not confirm or deny that Mayuga was in the 
shor list but hinted that his succeeding Senga 
was not an impossibility. 

"The Constitution says that the President 
of the Philippines can choose from among se- 
‘ior colonels and any of the general and ad- 
mirals of the Armed Forces in the active ser- 
vice. Therefore, it follows that senior 


colonels and all the generals and admirals 
Pave the qualification to be chosen for the 
post of chief of staff,” Ermita told a pres 
briefing. 

He said speculation might well be that 
Mayuga’s being chair of the fact-finding 
board that investigated the poll cheating 
scandal would be a consideration. 

‘With the military still suffering cracks in 1» 
organization because of the adventurism ot 
some officers, Ermita said loyalty would be 
the Presidents main consideration. 

But he said it was too early to speculate on 
the race for the military's plum post and no. 
names had yet been submitted for the Prest 
denes consideration, Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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Hmmmp! 
Asar na'tong. çi biyenan. 
Tipe Ko ata'n 
mag-alsa balutan. 


Sa SuperFerry Mega-Tipid Trips, malaki ang 
Free baggage allowance. Walang kakaba-kaba! 
Sa iba, ang murang tiket... daming limits! Limited seats only. Limited time only. 

Limited travel period. Limited pati dami at bigat ng bagahe mo. 


Sa SuperFerry, kasing laki ng 2 balikbayan boxes ang libreng bagahe. 
Walang added charges at taxes. Tipid ka pa sa pamasahe. May ticket delivery pa! 


Tawag na sa 528-7000 
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| bulging 
' 34 inches, 


f Marie France isn't the best yet, then | don't know what. 
is, My bulging post natal tummy is now flat and firm. Those 
pesky saddlebags and cellulites, which I've had even during 
pre-pregnancy have at last quickly disappeared. Thanks to 

Marie France | didn't just get my figure back, | can say 

4 goodbye to my pear-shaped body and hello to a curvaceous, 

sexier mel" 


-Dawn Zulueta-Lagdameo 
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TOMASMORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW ` CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA *TEL961-298| CEBU TEL 233-7637 


n 


4 n a D L 


na. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Drugs seen in Saudi slays 


From page Al fully informed of developments. 
This is a highly unfortunate inci- 
dent involving a heinous offense 
and we have faith and confidence 
in the Saudi police's capacity to 
conduct a fair and impartial in- 
vestigation,” Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said in a statement. 
"The source provided more details 
on the identity of the missing Fil- 
ipinos, information so far withheld 
by the consulate and the DEA. 


Butcher 

Among them, he said, was a 
certain Dante Rivero who works 
as a butcher in Sarawat, a super- 
market in the Jeddah’ Interna- 
tional Market complex and which 
employs Filipinos. 

Rivero is also known among 
his compatriots as “a basketball 


angle. Nasagasaan ng isa ang kala- 
ban (A member of the group ens 
croached on the rivas territory),” 


‘has contacts in the consulate, said 
ina phone interview. 

"Looks like there has been a 
turf war, Somebody engaged in 
shabu (drugs) and also in (ille- 
gal) lottery encroached upon the 
business interest of a different 
group," the informant added. 

In Manila, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo has ordered the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
to keep in close touch with Saudi 
authorities and ensure full trans- 
parency in the investigation of 
the missing Filipinos. 

“The Filipino public must be 


GMA certifies as urgent bill 


From page Al justification” and were "danger- 
ously unclear and open to manip- 
Arroyo's letter “certifying to the ulation by groups with selfser 
necessity of the immediate enact- ing interests.” 
‘ment of House Bill No. 4826." Bishop Julio Xavier Labayen 

‘But Ermita was confident that said there was no way the CBCP 
the bill would pass Congress, say- would be swayed from its position 
img he expected “bipartisan sup- on Charter change just because 
port" for the abolition of the the President had granted what 
Death Penalty Law. the Catholic Church had long 

" don't think it will be a con- been seeking—a stay on all execu- 
woversy" he told reporters, say- tions, and eventually, the abolition 
ing thatthe issue drew questions of the Death Penalty Law. 
oniy because anything that the “No, don't think so. The CBCP 
President did was being subject- isset on that,” Labayen said atthe 
ed to intrigue. press conference. 

He said these included reports i 
that Ms Arroyo decided on the Contradiction 

‘Asked if he thought the Presi- 


new policy of commutation in or- 
der to "win over" the sentiments dent was sincere considering the 
timing of her decision, Tobias 


‘of Catholic bishops. 

Ermita reiterated that thecom- said: “Time will unmask the 

mutation would benefit some 80 truth." 

death convicts whose sentence “In this world, good and bad 

had been affirmed by the are so wellentrenched that it's 

‘Supreme Court. difficult to separate them,” he 
Republic Act 7659 took effect said, pointing out that despite the 

in 1994. The first to be executed commutation, "civil liberties are 

‘was rape convict Leo Echegaray, being curtailed.” 

in January 1999. 


Bishops being courted 

But Novaliches Bishop Antonio 
Tobias called on his fellow 
prelates to be wary of the real 
motive behind the Presidents de- 
Cision to commute all death sen- 
fences 

"One way oflooking atitis that 
the bishops are being courted,” 
"Tobias said ata press conference 


is no consistency" he said. 

But at the Palace, Ermita dis- 
missed Tobias! call on other bish- 
‘opsto be wary of Ms Arroyo's new 
policy. 

"The President has been con- 
sistent since Day One,” he said, 
adding that Ms Arroyo had grant- 
ed reprieves to 104 death con- 
vets since March. 

‘Tobias and Labayen are gear- 
ing for another prayer ralh 
scheduled at 1 p.m. on Friday to 
‘demand Ms Arroyo's resignation 
and condemn Charter change. 

The prelates, along with 
Caloocan Bishop Deogracias 
Miguez, are apparently risking 
getting hosed down again, as 
‘what happened last year when 
they marched from Plaza Miran- 
dato Mendiola. 

‘They will follow the same 
route in leading the Kilusang 


‘The outspoken prelate said he 
was aware that Ms Arroyo's deci- 
sion came shortly after the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines issued a pastoral 
statement assailing the Mala- 
cahang-backed effort to amend 
the Constitution. 

The CBCP had expressed 
alarm, saying the proposed 
changes were wanting in "moral 


player by night” for he is consi 
erably tall. 

Three of the missing belong to 
a single family, all also employed 
by Sarawat. Two of them are a 
couple, while the third is a rela- 
tive. 

This family, the source said, 
was known to run an investment 
racket known asa "Sawa Scam." 

"Madam S" belonged to this 
family, who only use the alleged 
seam “as a front to raise money 
for drugs” 


Saturation drive 

"It was not yet clear if the re- 
maining two who are missing al- 
so work in Sarawat. Reports 
reaching the consulate said six 
are missing, but not necessarily 
dead," the source added. 


Among those “picked up" by 
police for questioning were Fil- 
ipino businessmen. “Parang 
nag-sona ang mga pulis (It was as 
though the cops were conducting 
a saturation drive)." 


Like Greenbelt 

Many of the arrests were made 
at the Jeddah International Mar- 
ket (JIM), a favorite hangout 
among Filipinos as the place is 
similar to Makati's Greenbelt, he 
said. 

Hours before the Inouimer in- 
terview, he said he had passed by 
the JIM and found “no more 
Pinoys” in the area: 

The source confirmed an In- 
qumen report on Wednesday, 
which quoted a DFA official as 
saying that a set of recovered 


THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2006 


body pars had alrezdy been 
pieced together. The Arabic daily 
Okaz even carried a photo of that 
"assembled body.” he said. 

The Philippine foreign and la- 
bor departments are still at a loss 
regarding the circumstances of 
the arrest and pieces of evidence 
the Saudi authorities have in tag- 
ging the Filipinos. 

DEA spokesperson Gilberto 
Asuque said yesterday that the 
Filipinos were still regarded as 
suspects but they could be held 
incommunicado for up to 60 
days. 


Access to lawyers 

"The Saudi police guaranteed 
cour consul that the Filipinos are 
im good condition in the place 


their rights would be respected,” 
Asuque said. 

"The detained Filipinos have no 
access to lawyers or even Philip- 
pine consular officials. 

Al the Philippine consulate in 
Jeddah could do at the moment 
‘was to wait for the investigation 
to be completed and the restric- 
tions on visits lifted. 

“We need to follow the process 
of the law in Saudi Arabia but it's 
important that we can respond 
immediately when we are al- 
Towed access,” he said. 

‘The Philippine Embassy in the 
Middle Eastern kingdom would 
also hire a Sharah lawyer if ever 
a case was filed in court against 
the Filipinos. With reports from 

„Jerome Aning and Gil C. Caba- 


"where they are detained and that Y cungan Jr. 


on abolition of death penalty 


From page Al 


her daughters Jacqueline and 
Marijoy. 

Tn an emotional radio inter- 
view conducted after she sent 
the letter to Ms Arroyo, Chiong 
said she initially took the news 
of the commutation calmly be- 
cause it was Holy Week. 

But when the thought sank in 
that her daughters “rapists and 
murderers” might be set free, she 
said, she got very angry and hurt. 

“I now realize why our coun- 
try s justice system is called the 
criminal justice system. Thats 


the criminals .. We are a crimi- 
nal-friendly country" she said 

In the letter, Chiong said her 
"two lovely daughters were kid- 
mapped, handicapped with 
masking tape around their 
faces, raped and thrown (into] a 
150-meter ravine. 

"And Jacqueline has yet to be 
found until now,” she wrote. 

‘She also wrote that while suf- 


Mother of 2 women raped and killed vows to fight on 


fering the trauma of loss, her 
family went through the process 
of seeking justice despite limited 
financial resources. 

“Madame President, what 
would I say to my children and to 
the members of the Crusade 
‘Against Violence and the [other] 
‘victims of rime?" Chiong wrote. 

"Is this what you call justice? 
Because we have a law that calls 
for the death penalty [for 
heinous crimes], you should be 
the best example to implement 
the law. Do you think that com- 
muting the sentence of those af- 
firmed by the Supreme Court as 
death convicts will be in [every- 
ones] best interest? Why should 
we please those who have been 
sentenced to death?” she wrote. 

Chiong said that although she 
sent the letter by ovemight 
courier, she planned to presenta 
copy to Ms Arroyo when the lat- 
ter visits Cebu for the Battle of 
Mactan celebration on April 27. 

‘On Tuesday, Chiong said she 
could accept the commutation 


provided the convicts would not 
be granted pardon or parole. 

‘But yesterday, she said she of Paco's sentence. 
could not contain her rage when In the interview, Chiong said 
She learned how the Presidenthad the Catholic Church had taken 
been congratulated forher move. the side of the convicts. 

Ms Arroyo's announcement "There are so many victims of 
has been welcomed by the crime who cry during Christmas. 
Catholic bishops and by the gov- Did these priests and nuns ever 
ernment of Spain, of which one think of us? The government has 
of the seven convicts of the taken us for granted, and now it 
rape-murder Francisco “Paco” will commute the sentence of 
Larrañaga, isa citizen. those who victimized our daugh- 

Larrañaga carries dual citi- ters? Where can we find justice? 
zenship because his father, Who will stand up for us?” 
‘Manuel Francisco Larrañaga, is Chiong said, weeping. 

‘a Spanish citizen. His motheris Asked to comment, Msgr 
Margarita Osmefa Gonzalez, Achilles Dakay, media liaison of- 
granddaughter of former Presi- ficer of the Archdiocese of Cebu, 
dent Sergio Osmefia St said Chiong had sought help 

‘Paco and his family have insist- from and was assisted by Cebu 
ed on his innocence, saying they Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal Vi- 
Rad witnesses attesting that he dal during the rape-murder tri- 
was in Quezon City when the al 
Chiong sisters were abducted in 
Cebu Cty on July 16, 1997. had neglected Chiong. He said 

"he Larrafagas had sought the Church had welcomed the 
and received support from the announced commutation in line 
Spanish government and from with its prolife postion. 


the European Union in the 
course of appealing for areview 


Dakay denied that the Church 


Makabansang Ekonomiya (KME) 
which hopes to gather around 
5,000 participants. 

"The people cannot and will 
mot forget that the real issues 
hounding Ms Arroyo's adminis 
tration are legitimacy and poor 
governance,” said — KME 
spokesperson Jaime Regalario. 

"We are against the continued 
governance of [Ms Arroyo] who, 
by clear evidence, has been 
shown to be an illegitimate Presi- 
dent with no mandate to govern 
at all" said the KME statement 
read by Bishop Labayen. 

Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Arturo Lomibao 


SC rules unified ID system legal 


FrompageAl tribunal said in the ruling 

Tr added: "The Court is even 
trying to unify its ID system with 
those of the ... Court of Appeals, 
Sandiganbayan and Court of Tax 
Appeals. 

"On its face, EO 420 shows no 
constitutional infrmity because it 
‘even narrowly limits the data that 
fan be collected, recorded and 
shown, compared to the existing 
ID systems of government entities. 

"EO 420 further provides strict 
safeguards to protect the confi- 
dentiality of the data collected, in. 
contrast to the prior ID systems, 
which are bereft of strict adminis- 
trative safeguards.” 


systems by government entities. 
Some 100 countries have com- 
pulsory national ID systems...” 

Te said it was convinced of the 
legitimacy of EO 420 because the 
document did not also compel 
the judiciary and other constitu 
tional bodies like the Commission 
on Elections to use the unified ID. 

[The document] does not es- 
tablish a national ID system be- 
cause legislation is needed to es- 
tablish a single ID system that is 
compulsory for all branches of 
government,” it added. 


No infirmity 

According to Khan, the pro- 
posed unified ID only contains in- 
formation that is already present 
im IDs issued by government 
agencies 

in fact, the Suprenie Court re- 
quires more information from its 
employees than the 14 specific 
data that make up the unified ID 
card proposed by Ms Arroyo, the 


‘Surprising’ ruling 

"The ruling drew immediate re 
actions from the militant groups 
that challenged EO 420 in cour. 

"The Kilusang Mayo Uno and 
the Bayan Muna party-list group 
argued in their petition last year 
that EO 420 “blatantly ignored" 
the high cours 1998 ruling 
which rejected a similar national 


computer reference ID system 
that was proposed by former 
President Fidel Ramos 

Neri Colmenares, lawyer of the 
two groups, said the ruling “sur- 
prised us" because its promulga- 
tion reinforced a goves 


enares, the 

a unified 
nationwide data banking system 
will rely on has not even reached 
a level where it can secure infor- 
mation. 

This databank will house infor- 
mation provided by agencies, 
which will issue the unified ID 
cards 

Colmenares said most of the 
justices missed the fact that a uni- 
fied data collection system “will 
grow every time a citizen trans- 
acts.” 

“Tis the abuse of his additio 
al information that we fear” he 
said. “But it is really the timing 
of its release] that concerns us 

The tribunal's ruling grants Ms 


warned crime victims offended 
by Ms Arroyo's announced com- 
mutation not to resort to vigilan- 
tism. 


“Wild, wild West" 

'd like to caution those who 
would like to apply so-called ju- 
dicial shortcuts’ not to resort to 
that because we would not like 
things to go the ‘wild, wild West 
way" Lomibao said. 

"We have our criminal justice 
system. Therefore, they should 
also observe the rule of law,” he 
said. 

He stressed, however, that his 
warning was unsolicited by Mala- 


Arroyo new access to information 
that will render the whole opposi- 
tion vulnerable, Colmenares said. 


Charged with rebellion 

A number of the petitioners 
have had their movements cir- 
cumseribed 

Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Bel 
tran, former KMU chair, is de- 
tained on a rebellion charge. 

‘Other petitioners, such as 
Bayan Mura Representatives Sat- 
ur Ocampo, Teodoro Casiho and 
Joel Virador, have sought the 
Sanctuary of the House along 
‘with Anakpawis Rep. Rafael Mar- 

no and Gabriela Rep. Liza Maza 

Aie they challenge a similar re- 
bellion charge 
Atitsinfancy 

These charges surfaced right 
afer the President declared a 
weeklong state of emergency in 
February as a result of a purport- 
ed Left-Righr plor to oust her. 

in her dissenting opinion, 
nares Santiago said that "other 


Frustrated prosecutor quits Subic rape case 


From page Al act ofall.” 

Gonzalez said Lance Cpl 
Daniel Smith remained the 
principal defendant and his for- 
mer alleged co-conspira- 
tors—Lance Cpl. Keith Silk- 
wood, Lance Cpl. Dominic Du- 
plantis and Staff Sgt. Chad Car- 
pentier—would be charged as 
accessories. 

They belong to the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Force stationed in 


1 a 


apply othe rape case. 
No proof of conspiracy 


“We want to see justice served 
in an impartial manner,” she 
said, 

Gonzalez said Tuesday there 
was no proof supporting the 
earlier conspiracy indictment 
in which "the act of one is the 


Okinawa, Japan, and had fin- 
ished ‘counterterrorism maneu- 
vers with Filipino troops when 
the alleged rape occurred on Nov. 
1 inside a van at the Subic Bay 
Freeport. 
Lawyering for accused? 
Gonzalez said the Filipino driv- 
er, earlier excluded from the case 


by a judge, should be charged as 
an accomplice. 


n 


Evalyn Ursua, the woman's 
lawyer, said Gonzalez decision 
indicated that “he is lawyering for 
the accused.” 

‘She said she would ask the 
‘court or Arroyo to overturn it. 

“How did it happen that they 
became accessories when they 
were present during the commis- 
sion of the crime?" Ursua said. 
“We will not take. this siting 
down" 


cafiang. not be deterred from going after 
‘Earlier, crime victims and their criminals, even with the prospect 
relatives said they would deal oftheir death sentences being re- 
‘with Ms Arroyo's move by resort- duced to life terms, 
ing tothe revenge principle of“an According to police, there is no 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a sufficient basis to prove that the 
tooth.” death penalty is a deterrent to 
But Lomibao pointed out that crime. 
crime was “not solved by commit- Director Vidal Querol even 
ting another crime.” pointed out that in 2004, even 
Such judicial shortcuts will when no executions took place 
only lead us back tothe discarded thar year, kidnap-for-ransom cas- 
‘wild, wild West days where jus- es numbered 29-—the lowest in a 
tice comes from the barrel of the decade. 
gun, often weighing heavily _ He said this showed that the 
Sgainst the weak,” he said ina death penalty was not necessarily 
statement. needed tostop crime. With are- 
He added that the PNP would port from Luige A. del Puerto 


than the motherhood assurances control the flow of information 

of confidentiality or that thedata describing him ... To deprive an 
Scored [by government in a uni individual of his power to control 
fied ID system] will be used solely or determine [with] whom to 
for establishing the identity of a share information of his personal 
person, or the proscription details would deny him of his 
Egainst violation of the right to right to his own personhood,” she 
privacy, there are no clear, specif- sad. 

ieand categorical guarantees that 
would dispel tepidations and 
suspicions of mistreatment and 
abuse.” 

“Philippine jurisprudence on 
the right to privacy, not to men- 
tion informational privacy, is at 
its infancy. There are very few oc- 
casions that Philippine courts are 
given the opportunity to resolve 
and expound on issues relating to 
the right to privacy as a constitu- these dara may be inaccurate, 
tional guarantee,” she said. outdated or, worse, misused,” she 

‘Ynares-Santiago said the high said 
cours initial ruling on the She added: “EO 420 failed to 
Ramos-proposed national 1D sys- provide the yardstick on how to 
fem was notable for recognizing handle the subsequent and addi 
this right tional data thar will be accumu- 

“The basicattrbute ofan effec- lated when the ID is used for fu- 
tive right to informational priva- ture governmental and private 
Cy is the individuals ability to transactions.” 


Chilling prospect. 

Like Colmenares, Ynares-San- 
tiago doubted the technology 
that would be used to store uni 
fied data. 

“aside fom the _chiling 
prospect that ones profile is be- 
{ng formed from the gathering of 
data from various sources, there 
is also the unsetling thought that 
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Key Christian 


,,, BY Christian V. Esguerra 
“YA KEY CHRISTIAN CHURCH BLOC 
has mobilized its members to add 
“steam to the controversial people's 
‘winibiatve purportedly being spear- 
headed by Malacafang to pave the 
isway for a parliamentary form of 
government. 
_ "The Philippine Council of 
2» Evangelical Churches (PCEC) has 
begun conducting dialogues in 
i. different communities nation- 
‘wide to prepare the publie in time 
‘efor a plebiscite, according to its 
unaiona] chai, Bishop Efraim 
"Tendero. 
vat "enero and some 20000 
Socehurhes belonging to the PCEC 
were not bothered by allegations 
that Malacafiang was using the 
sue of Charter change to 


attention from the unresolved po- 
ical crisis. 

"We don’t share that perspec- 
tive. We see the people's initiative 
as a valid expression of the peo- 
ple," he told the Inquinen. 

dero and the PCEC are 
known allies of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo among Christian 
denominations, which also in- 
clude the Jesus Is Lord Movement 
ed by her staunch critic, Bro. Ed- 
die Villanueva. 

Tendero, appointed to the 
Malacafiang-initiated Consulta- 
tive Commission last year, said 
his group had been supportive of 
Charter change as early as 1996 
and felt that the move remained 
timely and a necessity today. 

In the ongoing education cam- 
paigo, the bishop said the PCEC 
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bloc hops on to Cha- 


was focused on three main 
amendmenteshift to a paria- 
mentary form of government, 
strengthening of the autonomy of 
local governments, and relaxing 
ofthe citizenship requirement for 
business operations in the coun- 
DA 
But Tendero made clear that 
the PCEC would oppose any ef- 
fort to cancel elections next year, 
a position he also took during de 
liberations at the Consultative 
Commission, 

The PCECs support behind 
Charter change contradicts the 


ing the 1987 Constitution was 


not appropriate at this time and 

lacked any “moral justification." 
“The suggested changes by 

those who are pushin 

paign seem to overturn what 

meager democratic rights and 

civi liberties that are now en- 
ined in the Constitution,” it 


"Done at a time when the grim 
specter of a more authoritarian 
rule seems to loom in the hor 
zon, we cannot allow Charter 
‘change to see fruition.” 

Tn Metro Manila, volunteers of 
the pro-Cha-cha Sigaw ng Bayan 
led by transport leader and the 
coalition secretary general Efren 
de Luna said they would stage 
today a "Cha-Cha train” advoca- 
cy motorcade across Metro 
Manila to further raise aware- 


mess and boost ac 
constitutional reforms among 


Manila, Mandaluyong and 
Juan before the Holy Week, to- 
day's Cha-Cha "expres" will cov 
er Manila, Caloocan and Quezon 
City, De Luna said ina press state- 
ment. 

Lawyer Raul Lambino said 
scores of overseas Filipino work 
ers (OFWs) posted statements of 
support on the Sigaw ng Bayan 
website as the Charter Change 
Advocacy Commission (AdCom) 
liked off here Wednesday a 
three-day Mindanao "offensive" 

boost popul 
people's initi 
by the coalition. 


cha train [musas 


with runway closur 


CEBU PACIFIC AIRWAYS Y 
terday advised its passengers 
to expect delays in its domestic 
and international service due 
to the dosure of runway 
13/31 of the Ninoy Aquino in 
ternational Airport for renova 
on staring April 17. This 
leaves only Runway 06 to ser- 
vice all ight, 

Tn a press statement, Cebu 
Pacific said runway 13/31 will 
be upgraded to handle bigger 
and heavier aircraft that are 
expected once the Naia Termi- 
mal 3 stars operations. The 
renovation is expected to be 

|. completed by July 17. 

The airline said it was dis- 
cussing with airport officials 

to ease the delays. 
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From page Al 
his family. 

 Guingona's "I accuse" speech 
elevated the corruption charges 
against Estrada from the streets 
to the legislature. But after a 
falling-out with Ms Arroyo, 
‘whom he served as her appointed 
Vice President, he crossed the po- 
litical fence and backed the Estra- 
da-led opposition bloc in the 
2004 elections. 


We were good friends. 

“Erap and I were good friends 
sinceourschool days in San Juan. 
His brother Paul and I were class- 
mates in elementary" Guingona 
Tater told he Inqune. “His moth- 
er and my mother were also close 
friends" 

"We just became principled ad- 
versaries in 2000; he said, when 
Teminded of his "I accuse” 
speech 

"far piece, he said, “was 
based on the circumstances and 
the evidence against him at the 
time. And now he's defending 
himself” 

"The strongest of steel comes 
from the fiercest of fires. Erap 
went through the fiercest of fires 
and today we have a new view of 
Erap and he hasa new view ofthe 
world. He has new values, a new 
Taith in God, and so we continue 
to be fiends as we were in 
Yesteryears,” he added. 

The low-key Salgado said she 
was not there because she was 
mursinga feud with the President, 


Erap admits Chavit gave ... | 


Frompage Al 
piece of evidence for the prosecution—came 
about and changed hands, 

Contrary to Singson’s earlier testimony in 
the S-year-old trial, Estrada said the check 
was not part of the funds raised by close 
friends in 1999 to buy the necklace as birth- 
day gift for one of the ex-President’s mistress- 
es, former starlet Laarni Enriquez. 

Instead, Estrada said, Singson gave the 
check as a gift to one of his children with En- 
riquez, Jake, who is Singson's godson. Jake 
received P1 million while his two other sib- 
lings got 100,000 each, Estrada said. 


He wanted to ingratiate himself 

^1 was surprised. 1 didn't know why the 
amount was hat big. Probably he just wanted. 
to ingratiate himself” he said of Singson. 
Months after that gift-giving the friendship 
frayed and Singson exposed the “jueteng,” or 
illegal numbers, racket that Estrada allegedly 
ran from Malacaang. 

w Tt cannot possibly be a gift for Enriquez since 
her birthday falls on Sept. 22, whereas the check 
was issued on Dec. 22, 1999, Estrada added. 

Estrada said that he had never seen that 
check and that it was only mentioned to him 
by Enriquez. 

When Flaminiano showed him a photocopy 
of the check, Estrada replied: “Probably this is 
the check.” 


Check from Estrada payola 

On July 24, 2002, Singson testified thatthe 
check represented his share when he and oth- 
fr Estrada pals agreed to buy the supposed 
necklace for Enriquez, The suggestion to pass 
the hat around, he said, came from business- 
man Mark Jimenez 

"Then testifying as prosecutions star witness, 


Oil prices continue to so 


From page Al 

2226, the proposed Biofuels Act 
‘of 2006, which aims to reduce the 
country's dependence on import 
ed oil by tapping biofuels like 
those obtained from plants and 
animals. 

‘The bill seeks to establish the 
Philippine Biofuel Board (PBB) to 
implement the Philippine Biofuel 
Program, including the setting of 
standards for biofuels and biofu- 
l-blended gasoline and diesel. 

Twenty senators signed Com- 
mittee Report No. 55 which will 
be up for approval by the plenary 
when session resumes next 
month, including Senators Miri- 
am Santiago and Manuel Villar, 
chairs of the energy and finance 
committees respectively. Sen. 
Rodolfo Biazon signed the report 
on behalf of food and agriculture 
committee chair Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr. 

The Arroyo administration is 
also scrambling to come up with 
contingency measures to mitigate 
the impact of rising oil prices on 
Filipino consumers. 

"Thats why its important that 
‘we push for our programs ins 
‘of other sources of energy like coco 
bio-diesel, ethanol from sugar 
LPG, compressed natural gas, 
‘windmills and others, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo said yesterday 
at a new housing project for sol- 


and Iran. 


$7251. 


money. 


x i 


diers near Fort Bonifacio in Makat. 

Crude oil futures surged to 
fresh record highs on global mar- 
kets yesterday amid growing 
fears of a possible military con- 
flict between the United States 


The benchmark May contract 
for light sweet crude hit a closing 
high of $71.35 a barrel and trad- 
ed as high as $71.60 a barrel on 
the New York Mercantile Ex 
change, an all-time record. 

That crushed the record of 
{$70.85 barrel last Aug. 30 in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina, which 
ravaged US oil operations in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 


Brent crude hits $72.64 

‘The price of Brent North Sea 
crude oil also hit records in Lon- 
don as the market feared thar an 
attack on Iran could lead to a dis- 
ruption of its oil exports. The 
June contract for Brent traded as 
high as $72.64 a barrel, an 
alltime record, before settling at 


‘Adjusted for inflation, current 
oil prices remain below levels 
reached after the 1979 Iranian 
revolution when they surged to 
upward of $80 a barrel in today's 


‘Washington has accused Iran, 
the world's four 
producer, of working secretly to 
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Old foes attend Erap birthday 
c d 


E 


his dete 


resthouse. 


Singson said the check was from his Metrobank 
account that allegedly contained Estrada's pay- 
‘ola collections from jueteng lords. 

He then said he found the contribution for 
the necklace "too much” that's why he drew 
not from his own pocket but from Estrada's 
‘own money. 

Tn that same 2002 hearing, then Ombuds- 
man Simeon Marcelo said the check ended up. 
being deposited in Enriquez's account with a 
Philippine Savings Bank's branch in Murphy, 
Quezon City. 

Ina text message, Singson yesterday insist- 
ed on his earlier story. "We pooled our re- 
sources to buy Laarni a gif,” Singson said. 


Denials continued 

Estrada's court appearance yesterday went 
on for 90 minutes. He was later excused to at- 
tend to well-wishers on his 69th birthday (See 
related story on this page). 

In his previous testimony, Estrada denied 
charges that he pocketed P545 million in pay 
offs to protect illegal gambling operators, 
calling the allegations nothing but lies. 

‘Overall, prosecutors allege Estrada 
amassed about P4 billion from jueteng pay- 
offs, tax kickbacks and commissions stashed 
in secret bank accounts under an alias. Estra- 
dda also faces a perjury charge for allegedly 
tunder-reporting his assets in 1999. 

Estrada continued his denials yesterday, 
dismissing charges that the establishment of 
the Erap Muslim Youth Foundation was for 
money laundering purposes. He said all the 
foundations he had established during his po- 
litical eareer were meant to help the poor. 

"Their incorporators included some of the 
most outstanding Filipinos, including former 
Sen. Jovito Salonga, and top businessmen, 
Estrada said. 


line. 


ships, analysts say. 


tive fuels like 


biggest crude 
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ous parties were held just within 

yn area, initially at the. 
Quezon Memorial Medical Cen- 
ter and later at his Tanay, Rizal, 


In remarks delivered in Filipino. 
after he received communion, 
Estrada said his birthday wish was 
"tohave my name cleared.” 

For his supporters, he said. “I 
wish our people to be free—from 
poverty and want, fear and repres- 
sion—and to be unconditionally 


pE 


FORMER President Erap Estrada reaches out to shake hands with Cielo Macapagal Salgado, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's half-sister, at the St. Peter's Church in Quezon City, Wednesday. 


her husband Mike Arroyo and 
their daughter Luli. 


Sister loves her country more 

"It just happens that I love my 
country more than my sister” 
Said Salgado, former vice gover- 
nor of Pampanga. 

Yesterday's celebration was the 
fend evidently most pub 
lic—birthday bash thrown by the 
Estrada camp since he was arrest- 
ed on April 25, 2001. The previ 


fromthe Holy Spirit” 
10 priests bless Erap 


ing 


free to seek justice and truth.” 

tuding to his five-year deten- 
tion, he said he had since learned 
"to embrace suffering not as a 
punishment but as a blessing. In- 
deed, this is the most precious gift 


Up to 10 priests who concele- 
brated the Mass gave their bless 

‘actor-turned-politican 
who had been open about his 


drinking, gambling and siring of 


children out of wedlock 


‘After assuring his supporters 
that “the Risen Lord in His infi- 
nite merey will help us overcome 
this Calvary" Estrada and the VIP 
guests proceeded after the Mass 
to the church's basement hall, 
where around 20 tables arrayed 


for fine dining awaited them. 


‘Supporters turned the normal- 
ly staid church of St. Peters into a 
fiesta complete with fireworks, 
orange and white balloons, a 
brass bend, Atiatihan dancers 


and fire-eaters. 


The buffet table offered fried 
rice, pork tocino, shredded tuyo 
(dried fish), scrambled egg, lomi 
soup, rice cakes, pandesal stuffed, 
with coco jam, fruits and rice 


cakes. 


Estrada spent just around 30 
minutes at the breakfast recep- 
tion before being escorted by 
police and Sandiganbayan sher- 
iffs to his scheduled plunder 
hearing. A planned "breaking of 
the bread" with his political 
leaders from the urban poor just 
outside the church did not push 


through. 
Late court date 


pected, 


by rhe magistrates. 


Estrada and company made it 
to the courtroom an hour late for 
the 9:30 a.m. hearing. But as ex- 

the birthday-parying 
mood seemed to have prevailed 
and his “apology” was accepted 


"The justices and the chief pub- 
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; bishop apologizes 


‘Twas also 
Ka Roger's 
birthday 


AND THERE WERE THOSE 
Other birthday celebrants 
yesterday. 

President Macapagal Ar- 
toyo joined a feast of sweet. 
com, halo-halo and pancit 
malabon to mark the 61st 
birthday of Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye at the Palace 
grounds. She said her wish 
was for Bunye to be happy 
and healthy. 

1t was also New People's 
Army spokesperson Gregorio. 
“Ka Roger" Rosal's Sth birth- 
day. Told about it, Executive. 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
greeted Rosal and chuckled 
as he urged him to join thé 
govemmentside. Christine 
O. Avendaño 


lie prosecutor said their greet- 
ings, and a smiling Estrada nod- 
ded back. Nearing lunch break, 
prosecution did not object to the 
defense panels motion to have 
the afternoon session canceled 
because the accused, the court 
was told, had so many well-wish- 
ers to attend to for the rest of the. 
day Withareport from Fe 
Zamora 


RP teaches Singapore 
bow to bandle protests 


FrompageAl 
not be as rich but it sure knows how 
to handle civil liberties issues, in- 
duding antigovernment protests 
and demonstrations, a high-ranking 
police official said. 

In fact, Singapore is seeking the 
expert advice of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police in crowd control and 
management, knowing that while 
demonstrations are “rampant in 
Metro Manila, chere have been no 
deaths here,” said Director Vidal 

uerol, the chief of the National 
Capital Region Police Office. 

The tiny city-state, one of the 
world’s most prosperous nations 
but also one of the most politically 
restrictive, wanted to learn how to 
deal with protesters during the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund-World 
Bank conferences to be held in the 
island in September, said Querol, 
‘who met with visiting Singapore of- 
ficials yesterday. 

Singaporean laws place strict 
limitations on citizens’ right to free 
speech and peaceful assembly. 

The island-state will have its 
hands full in September as antiglob- 
alization groups threaten to de- 
scend on its antiseptic and orderly 
streets in an attempt to duplicate 
their success in previous protest ac- 
tions against similar international 


| eese 


^1 gave them some tips and invit- 
ed them to a crowd disturbance 
‘management competition on Sun- 
day" Querol said. 

"I want to show them the process 
of negotiation and dispersal,” he 
said. 

Some of the tips that Querol gave 
the Singaporeans included the fol- 
lowing: 

** All police actions must have le- 


and policemen alike do not carry 
guns. Intelligence gathering is cru- 
cial before the day of the protest 
action. 

* Bring a video camera so a 
demonstration is recorded and can 
be reviewed for assessment. 

‘© Boost the morale of the antiri- 
ot police. They must learn not to re- 
act to taunts, insults and other 
provocations. 

Preparations for the global meet- 
ing should also include mock 
demonstrations so antiriot squads 
can accustom themselves to a row- 
dy crowd, said Querol. 

"The police official said he told his 
visitors that in the Philippines peo- 
ple are able to “express themselves” 
yet remain peaceful. 

=] want to teach them how to do 
it, how to disperse and to employ 
maximum tolerance," he said. 


Some demonstrations in Metro 
‘Manila have, in fact, tumed ugly in the. 
past few months. There have also 
been some high-profile arrests, but on- 
ly a few protesters and policemen 
ave been seriously hurt in the rallies. 

Street rallies are virtually un- 
known in Singapore. A permit is re- 
‘quired for any form of public speech 
or entertainment under its Public 
Entertainment Act. 

While the Constitution grants 
Singapore citizens the right of 
peaceful assembly, the government 
restricts this right in practice in the 
interest of security. A gathering of 
five or more persons, including po- 
litical rallies, requires permits from 
the police. 

A few years ago, an opposition 
Member of Parliament was tried 
and convicted for attacking the gov- 
‘ernment for lack of accountability 
in the stewardship of public funds 
and for calling for greater freedom. 
of speech in public speeches, with- 
out obtaining a permit. 

"This law, however, was relaxed 
two years ago. Permits are no longer 
needed for indoor speaking events. 

Singapore's Internal Security Act, 
which has been employed against 
suspected terrorists, also provides 
for warrantless arrests 

Historically these terrorist threats 
have been communist related, 


build nuclear weapons under 
cover of a nuclear energy pro- 
gram, The US government has 
declined to rule out possible mili- 
tary action as an option. 

Global Insight analyst Simon 
Wardell said prices could rocket 
to above $150 a barrel if iran re- 
taliated to any US attack by dis- 
rupting oil shipping off its coast- 


Because its shores line the nar- 
row Straits of Hormuz, one of the 
world’s busiest shipping lanes, 
Iran could quickly hit both mi 

tary and commercial shipping 
with missiles launched from land, 
air or sea as well as cripple mar- 
time traffic with mines or sunken 


Greenhouse gases 
‘The Senate bill cited three 
reasons for tapping into indige- 
mous and renewable sources of 
fuel: To reduce the country s de- 
pendence on imported oil, to 
mitigate toxic and greenhouse 
gas emissions and to increase 
Fural employment and income. 
"The measure seeks to order 
the mandatory use of alterna- 
bioethanol, 
biodiesel, natural gas, electrici- 
ty, hydrogen and automotive 
LPG on vehicles instead of gaso- 


1t will involve the use of 


and bi 


or animal fas. 


fuels sol 


implementation, 


reviewing the viabil 


sources. 


‘Tax incentives will be given to 
encourage the production and 
distribution of biofuels. To ensure 
the mandatory use of biofuels, 
ill provides for a penalty of 
three months to one year impris- 
‘onment and a fine of P50,000 to 
P300,000 for those found violat 


the 


ing the law. 


help make the country sel 
inthe fuel sector. 


‘The bill provides that a mini- 
im of 1 percent biodiesel shall 

be blended in all diesel engines 
the country immedi- 

ately after the enactment of the 
Biofuels Act into law and 2 per- 
cent within two years of the laws 


The PBB shall be empowered 
to increase the percentage up to 
10 percent within four years after 

iy of the bio- 
fuels program and availability of 


In the House of Representa- 
tives, Majority Leader Prospero 
Nograles asked the Senate to give 
priority to the approval of House 
Bill No. 4629, the proposed Bio- 
fuels Act of 2005, which would 


In a statement, Nograles said 


Take control of Petron 


the bill had long been approved 
by the House after Ms Arroyo cer- 
tified it as urgent, “and yet the 
Senate is seemingly just sitting on 
m 


Warning of an imminent “eco- 
nomic meltdown” due to soaring 
world oil prices, Cebu Rep. Anto- 
mio Cuenco called on govem- 
ment to take back control of 
Petron Corp. and to “strongly in- 


ar; Senate OKs 3 energy bills 


bioethanol produced from sugar- 
‘cane and biomass such as animal, 
municipal or industrial wastes 

iesel or fatty acid methyl 
ester derived from vegetable oils 


vital reforms that should have 
been long achieved so that the 
Filipino masses would not be 
heavily burdened every time 
(cil-exporting) countries cough a 
hike to fatten further their bloat- 
ed coffers," he said in a state- 
ment. 

Cuenco likened the adminis 
tration’s energy-saving proposals 
to “using a spoon to paddle our 
way out of the crisis rather than 
finding a bigger oar” 


tervene” in setting oil prices in 


the country. 


in 1994. 


“The smaller oil 


a more competitive 


Cuenco said. 


committee on foreign af 


ticscene." 


‘The government sold 40 per- 
cent of Petron to oil giant Saudi 
Arabian Oil Co. (Saudi Aramco) 


players 
[have] dismally failed in offering of 
pricing 
mechanism through the years 
that would have leveled the play- 
ing field long ago as envisioned 
by the Oil Deregulation Law" 


Cuenco, chair of the House 
also 
said that the country needed to 
“adopt a stronger state interven- 
tion in the pricing of oil prices 
and its distribution in the domes- 


“Among other things, we need 
to immediately introduce amend- 
ments in the Oil Deregulation 
Law which has failed to address 


‘Summer of discontent 

Anakpawis party-list Rep. 
Crispin Beltran said the impact 
of the administration tax mea- 
sures last week and soaring oil 
prices would lead to a “summer 

discontent,” particularly 
among those already mired in 
poverty. 

Aside from programs which 
would help ease the impact of 
high oil prices on the local econo- 
my, Ms Arroyo said she was ex- 
panding her pro-poor programs, 
including making cheaper 
medicine available all over the 
country. 

Ms Arroyo reiterated her earli- 
er announcement that the admin- 
istration was able to set up more 
than 5,000 drug stores selling the 
most commonly used medicines 
212001 price levels, With a re- 
port from AFP 
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THE NEXT 
“= | 


PLDT NxGN gives you: 


* Greater internet speed never before seen or experienced. Unprecedented, constant and virtually unlimited 
internet bandwidth that now runs on fiber optics (pictured directly above) means that DSL on PLDT NxGN is turbo-charged 
and delivers data at an incredible speed. Though regular DSL already transfers information at the breakneck speed of à 
racecar, PLDT NxGN's DSL will transfer data across the web like a laser beam. Also, unlike regular DSL, PLDT NxGN's DSL 
speed will never fluctuate and always run at the maximum velocity. With it you can download, upload heavy files, do video 
conferencing and play MMOG games simultaneously and still get everything done in a flash 


* Future-proof flexibility. With PLDT NxGN you can be assured that you are on a platform that is evolving with the rest of 
the developed world. With multi-tasking becoming a required skill in tomorrow's world, PLOT NxGN will remain in step with 
people's needs as it offers the kind of consistency and speed that future applications demand: 


+ Faster provisoning, installation, and repairs of voice, wireless, and data networks. While “high tec h” tends to connote 
more complexity, the genius in PLDT NxGN is the simplicity of its design. It allov asier installation, diagnostics. of 
troubles, and quick restoration of service. Cammon glitches are anticipated with restoration built in, so that the 
virtually self-healing, 
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sOn this global platform is broadband TV, internet protocol voice services, and a host of other offerings 
that PLDT will soon unveil. {I will also deliver speed and greater access to a host of néw technologies, 
applications, and service opportuni 


PLDT NxGN or Next Generation Network is the next standard in world communications, traditionally 
enabled by the public switched telephone network and the data network. 


PLDT NxGN converges both of these network’ into a common packet super infrastructure. 


PLDT NxGN connects any home or enterprise with the world through voice or internet, signific antly faster 
and easier. The world just got a litle smaller with PLDT NxGN. S 
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Profiteering 


IL COMPANIES NEVER SEEM TO RUN OUT OF 
LU) excises to rase prices. Last year, the reasons were 
hurricane Katrina, the approach of winter and var- 
ious political developments that threatened a disruption 
of oil supplies. This time, with crude oil prices again 
breaking last year’s record and soaring to a new high of 
$71.46 per barrel, the reasons being given are as many 
and varied: trouble in Nigeria over the 
EDITORIAL sharing of oil revenues, the worsening 
confrontation between the United 
States and Iran over the latter's nuclear program, Iran's 
$50-million aid to the Hamas-led government of Pales- 
tine, the approach of summer in the United States when 
‘Americans drive around more than at any other time of 
the year, and China's 10.2 percent economic growth rate 
which is expected to keep its appetite for oil healthy. 
What is glossed over or simply not mentioned is the al- 
most insatiable appetite of the oil companies for profit. 

Tany industry has perfected the art of turning crisis in- 
to opportunity, it must be the international oil industry. 
‘The nature of the crisis doesn’t matter, Whether a politi- 
cal storm blows or a real hurricane strikes, the oil compa- 
nies hardly miss the opportunity to make a profit. And 
last year was a spectacularly profitable one for the indus- 
try, not despite all the political troubles and natural disas- 
ters but apparently because of them. 

Oil companies in the Philippines were not an exception. 
Last year, Petron Corp. reported an after-tax profit of 
6.04 billion, up 76 percent from its net earnings of P3.42 
billion in 2004. Pilipinas Shell, on the other hand, more 
than doubled its 2004 profit of P2.84 billion by netting 
P5.76 billion in 2005. The country’s two oil refiners, 
which corner 67 percent of the market, thus turned in 
combined profits of P11.8 billion in 2005 or 88 percent 
more than what they earned the previous year. 

Catanduanes Rep. Joseph Santiago said it was obvious 
that “soaring crude oil prices” were giving the local oil 
companies “a lot of leeway” to set pump prices at levels 
that allowed them to maximize their profits. Because of 
their “massive pricing power,” he said the two oil refiners 
have been able to ensure for themselves “rapidly expand- 
ing margins.” He urged the Department of Energy and the 
Department of Justice to activate the joint task force, cre- 
ated by the Downstream Oil Deregulation Law, to investi- 
gate “any report of an unreasonable rise in the prices of 
petroleum products." 

"When there is a tremendous increase in profits during a 
period of rapid mostly upward—adjustments in prices, 
some very questionable increases must have happened. 
‘And when such things happen during a time when people 
are already reeling from high prices of goods, there must 
be more than just a suggestion of profiteering some- 
where. So why has the administration not started looking 
into this? In particular, why has the joint DOE-DOJ task 
force not swung into action? If the task force cannot smell 
something illegal and rotten in the financial reports of the 
oil companies showing their profits virtually doubling in 
a year's time, then the group is inutile and the law itself 
becomes useless. 

It is not as if this is the first time government officials 
have heard about such excessive profits being earned by 
oil companies, Last February, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo told the oil companies to explain the increases in 
prices, following reports of record profits they had 
amassed, It seems nobody told her she was ordering the 
‘wrong party. 


No alternatives 


‘OW THAT IT HAS A MAJORITY, HOWEVER SMALL IT MAY 
be, the center-left must try to govern Italy, “Ty” that is, be 
Tause no one can hide the extreme difficulties related to the 
ture of the coalition thatthe ballot has selected. The center-left 
must do this, however by reappraising the moderate forces and by 
stressing the weight of the extreme wings. But there aren't any alter- 
UR aes This eae, on one hand by the 
i fules of the democracy: Romano Prods coali- 
OREIGN fon, even if it obtained a politically weak victo- 
COMMENT ry—because weak is the supporting consen- 
Sis -has beaten the center-right in any case, On 
the other hand, the country demands it at the end of an intense (elec 
toral) campaign, you cannot delay facing problems. Ies up to the cen- 
terlecto demonstrate tha itis capable of resolving them. 
La Stampa (Milan, Italy) 
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‘Nothin’ like a dame’ 


“1 AM IN FAVOR OF WOMEN,” CONDUCTOR 
Arturo Toscanini once declared with Italian 
‘panache. Filipinos also favor women, says an 
Asian Development Bank study. But they could 
dofar more for them. 

"The "Philippines has made significant progress. 
im empowering women,” notes the ADB. The 
country ranked 63rd, based on indicators gaug- 
ing inequalities berween men and women, in 163, 
countries 

"The 1987 Constitution affirms women's equal- 
ity with men, We've ratified international instru: 
ments like the Convention on Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, And 
the Philippines is “one of the first republics to 
grant suffrage to women." Since May 1995, there. 
Fave been more women voters than men. Some 
21 percent of judges and 765,609 of the 1.4 mil- 
ion government employees are women, 

“A litle more matriarchy is what the world 
needs, and Iknow it Period. Paragraph," Dorothy 
Parker once wrote. 1s this country a matriarchy? 

"Some leaders are bom women.” This country 
elected Corazon Aquino President in 1986. It has. 
been graced by selfless radiant ladies: Doña Au- 
Tora Quezon, war heroine Josefa Escoda, 
Supreme Court Justice Cecila Muñoz Palma, 
graft buster Haydee Yorac and others. But then, 
there also was Imelda. 

"Today the Philippines is the world's 13th most 
populous country: A third of the 85.3 million Fil- 
[pinos scrounge below poverty lines. 

We also are handicapped by "one of Asia's 
highest levels of income equality” The top 20 
percent of the population comers 55 centavos 
Dut of every peso. And the poorest 20 percent 
makes do with four centavos. Only Cambodia. 
and Laos have more undernourished people than. 
the Philipines. The rich here rearrange menus; 
"but the poor can only tighten belts further 

‘One consequence is more mothers die. “The 
Philippines continues to have one ofthe highest 
‘maternal mortality rates in Southeast Asia: about 
{our times that of Thailand and twice that of Viet- 
nam,” 

Tn the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao, the number of mothers expiring at child 
birth is thrice more than that in Metro Manila. 
Other high-casualty regions are: Cagayan Valley, 
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Faster Visayas and Western and Northern Min- 
danao. 

"Yet, many of these deaths are preventable, For 
health services, our government spends about 
$33 per capita—piddiing compared to the $101 
that Malaysia spends. “Quality of health services 
is the single most pressing issue,” says the World 
Bankes "Filipino Report Card on Pro-Poor Ser 

"Women and infants bear the brunt of corrup- 
tion and misrule—in a government run mainly 
by men, critics say. OF the top 4,981 decision- 
making official posts, 65 percent are occupied by 
men. "If men could get pregnant, abortion would 
be a sacrament,” Florynce Kennedy sarcastically 
notes. 

‘Education’ record is mixed. Regions iwheré 
women lagged behind men in functional literacy 
"are: Eastern and Western Visayas plus Northern 
and Southern Mindanao. 

‘More males drop out from school than fe- 
males. Male-dominated fields, such as the mili- 
tary and maritime professions, have taken in 
more women recently. This year, the Philippine. 
Miltary Academy saw its largest number of 
women graduates, "There are no significant dif- 
ferences in the education of men and women," 
the ADB said 

"The problem crops up in the selection of spe- 
cialized fields, Men go into professions that later 
‘zansate int higher pong jr women’s career 
choices are shaped by family rearing chores. Esti- 
mated women's income in 2001 was 50 percent. 
lower than that of men. Was it Samuel Johnson. 
‘who said he'd "rather have a good dinner on the 
table than a wife who spoke Greek’? 

"The "job gap” finds three males for every two 
females in the labor force. “Women were domi- 
mant as unpaid family workers.” And unemploy- 


ment tended to be higher for women. 

"Beyond the statistics, however, is the les visi- 
ble but pervasive "informal sector" which helps 
"many people survive the pangs of poverty" 
‘own-account or sub-contract workers, selfem- 
ployed laborers etc 

“This sector provided "more than 50 percent of 
total employment in the country for the last 20. 
years; the International Labor Organization notes. 
“This estimate is highly understated, Ifall women's 
paid labor and unpaid housework were included, 
the proportion could be as high as 80 percent" 

"Thus, more women now seek alternative jobs 
abroad. The recent S-percent growth in the num- 
ber of OFWs "was largely fueled by the surge of 
female employment abroad .... Much of this in- 
crease can be traced to Central Luzon and Min- 
danao." 

While they eam more, women OFWs are vul- 
merable to being treated like doormats. “More 
than 150,000 cases of human rights violations 
against Filipino women migrants, around the 
‘world, are reported annually” 

Violence against women is also prevalent here. 
"This ranges kom widespread trafficking to do- 
mest violence to marital rape. "Cases are under- 
reported and reliability of official figures is low” 
the ADB notes. "Trafficking in women and chi 
dren is big business. The UN estimates that traf“ 
Ficking is a USSS billion to $7 billion per year op- 
eration worldwide." 

‘There's no shortage of policy, programs and 
projects for Filipino women—e.g., microfinance, 
improvement of basic education and health, and 
combating trafficking. But officials seem more. 
engrossed in keeLhauling the Constitution to 
guarantee their political skins. They forgot what. 
ricist Oscar Hammerstein I wrote for the musi- 
dal "South Pacific": "There's nothin! like a dame." 

CORRECTION: My April 18 column erro- 
neously mentioned a "Dante Ang” as one of the 
cronies of former President Estrada. 1 was refer- 
Ting to "Dante Tan’ of the stock market im- 
broglio. Dr: Dante Ang is the chair of the Commis- 
sion on Filipinos Overseas. My apologies to Dr 
Ang and my readers. 


Email: juan_mercado@pacificnetph 


Death and resurrection 


SOMEONE ASKED ME IN THE DEEPEST 
eres of Holy Weekif had been tempted o 
ie ap on the country too. indeed, Bad not 
fought leaving iat any time. t eplied afier 
some reflection: Who hasn't been driven to de 
Spal at some point over the last many months 
S our inerensed capacity to tolerare wrongdo- 
ing and wilingnes to grope blindly forward 
Ming o make progress? lesa seale of delu- 
sien that could snk the spiris of the most 
direi nun. But the moments of despair have 
Come and gone, amd Tve always managed o 
shimpee resurrection ar the end of death 

Ai leaving tis cuni my equation has 
always been simple, The entry of my bitis 
Ro unlike democracy: Ie a horrible place o 
Hee im, bu all the rr, at lent for me, are 
Worse find it so much easier to seale down 
Tay phys needs than my spiritual ones, my 
maed for creature comforts than my need for 
selireecz 

My hope is by no means unfounded. The ul- 
ent to be found among us is boundless, as evi- 
enced by how well weve done abroad, We 
fouinely get recognition n ar, especll in 
use and e sciences, notably in the many 
inventions Filipinos have patented here and 
abroad. We do not lack fr ingenui, we are 
Cursed y i Our cupacy for Improvisuion 
fias few peers, a fact we've often used to look 
for shores when simply taking the normal 
Tout the easiest thing to do. Were 30 inge- 
mous we become lawyers to do everything ex 
Cept obey the law rino grear exaggeration to 
Say if we could only channel our creativity to 
fpcliminal cies, we could be one ofthe 
mos prosperous nation ofthe worl. 

“Over ns couple of weeks since Thales 
Shinawatra resigned as prime minister of Thai 
fand over corruption charges, in obedience to 
his King, Ive been wondering whats made the 
Thais eheeedingly prosperous and us exceed 
ng backward As inital endowments go, we 
Ml he advantages ther. sl remember 
fw, In the le 1960s and eariy 19705, the 
"ais considered themselves lui to be able 
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to study at the University of the Philippines, 
notably at Los Baños. A decade or so later, they 
introduced jasmine rice to the world. A decade 
Or so later, we were importing rice from the 
world. 

Doubtless, a great deal of what laid us low 
was martial law. But many other Asian coun- 
tries have known iron-fisted rule as well, and 
progressed anyway. Doubtless, too, what has 
allowed Thailand to get far ahead in life owes 
to varied and complex reasons. But pride is 
clearly one of them. A sense of right and wrong 
is clearly one of them. Is not true at all that 
you can make the economy advance by think: 
{ng only about the economy. It’s not true at all 
that you can prosper materially by thinking on- 
ly about material things. A country doesn't 
have pride, it won't get anywhere, A country 
doesn’t have a sense of right and wrong, it 
‘won't move—never mind "move on.” 

T don't need to harp on pride, it's patent. 
"That is the one thing Thais have in great abun- 
dance—no small thanks to King Bhumibol, 
‘who represents not only a living continuity be- 
tween past and present but also the best that 
"Thais can be—and the one thing we now lack 
more abysmally than food. It's a vicious cycle: 
We've made a national motto of beggars can- 
not be choosers" because we're backward, and. 
we're backward because we ve made a nation- 
al motto of "beggars cannot be choosers,” 

"The sense of right and wrong, well, that be- 
came patent with Thaksin resigning as prime 
minister a couple of weeks ago. Ifyou need any 
more evidence to refute the silly notion that to 
get ahead in life you should forget about official 
‘wrongdoing and concentrate only on the econo- 
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my, just look at Thailand, Japan and Korea. In. 
Japan and Korea in particular, being accused of 
Stealing the people's money is enough to make. 
an official resign—not to speak of being record- 
fed on tape stealing the people's votes, I's no. 
wonder they're prosperous: There is a correla- 
tion between prosperity and morality. 

Tis no accident that the words "moral" and 
“morale” are almost identical. A peoples 
morality is the foundation of a peoples 
morale. No morals, no morale, It is common- 
sensical: A country cannot progress without its 
people uniting, and a people cannot unite on. 
the basis of wrongdoing. A country cannot 
progress without its people showing enthusi- 
ism and a willingness to make sacrifices, and a 
people cannot show enthusiasm and a willing 
hess to make sacrifices without justice. Wrong- 
doing or the forgetting of it can never be the 
cement that binds a people together: Injustice 
or the forgetting of it can never be the driving 
force that makes a people rise beyond them- 
selves to reach for things that lie beyond their 
grasp. Justice disappears and wrongdoing ri- 
ts, you will not think of the country first, you 
will think of yourself first. Which is wha's hap- 
pening to us right now. 

‘All we need is an even break, all we need isa 
fresh start. There is talent and energy enough 
among us to push this country through. All we 
need is to unite behind what is good and de- 
cent, all we need is to be led by someone we 
‘can trust. Alit takes is for us to rediscover our. 
sense of pride and dignity, our sense of aspira- 
tion and self-worth—which we do when we're. 
‘abroad—and we will dazzle heaven itself with 
our resplendence, All it takes is for us to redis- 
cover our sense of justice, our capacity to rail at 
‘what is evil and exult at what is good, and we 
will rise beyond ourselves, quite literally think 
ing of country first before self 

‘And as surely as morale flows from moral, as 
surely as the sun rises at dawn, as surely as res- 
"urrection follows death, we will ind our way 
out ofthis dark night, 

belated Happy Easter to everyone. 
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SPAIN WAS THE FIRST FOREIGN COUNTRY TO 
congratulate President Macapagal-Arroyo for her 
bold decision to commute the death sentence of 
death row convicts. Yesterday the Palace certified 
as urgent a bill abolishing the death penalty 
Which was reimposed by Congress in 1994. As ex- 
pected, the decision drew both cheers and jeers. 
Among the loudest cheers are those coming from 
member-countries of the European Union, where 
‘capital punishment has been abolished. 

Recently, we had as guest a European friend 
who felt so happy over what he described as 
‘GMAs enlightened and courageous decision. He 
‘said the reason the EU lauds the move is that for 
Europeans, it's not just a question of taking or not 
taking a human life, they also believe that crimi- 
nals ought to be given a chance to reform them- 
‘selves, He said that whether the death penalty is a 
Teal deterrent to crime is open to question. He 
agreed with Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra that 
‘what deters crimes is the arrest of criminals and 
‘swift justice. GMA was merely consis- 


being 
tent—she has been pro-life from the beginning. 


| must confess, however, to hold an ambivalent 
view on this issue, I believe that even hardened 
‘criminals can reform, given spiritual and psycho- 
logical help. But I also realize thatthe situation in 
a Third World country such as ours is different 
from, say, in Scandinavian countries where peo- 
ple don't have to steal to feed their families or get 
{urgent medical treatment for them. These crimes 
ar very real in a poor country, whereas crimes in 
affluent and socialized countries are driven more 
by human passions. Also, prosecuting criminals 
here is more difficult, given our justice system, 
and so is rehabilitation, given the limited re- 
sources of government and society 

‘Trust Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman to conduct 
once again his “escuela ng bayan” on this burn- 
ing issue, as he did on the im t issue. 
Lagman, one of the staunch anti-death penalty 
advocates in the House, says that if there's any 
power of the President where the exercise of dis- 


Elpidio de 


THINGS WERE BEGINNING TO GRIND TO A 
halt on Wednesday of Holy Week when the mur- 
derer struck. He chose the time when media cov- 
erage would be minimal, government offices 
‘would be closed and most people would be in 
their homes and in church or away somewhere. 

Tn fact, news about the murder didn't come out 
in the national print media until four days later, 
‘on Easter Sunday. The Cebu media gave it m: 
treatment though. The Ingumen had a brief ac- 
count on Page A20, part of which read: 

"One of the city’s leading crusaders against il- 
legal fishing died Thursday, a day after he was 
shot four times by an unidentified assailant while 
he was about to enter his house in Barangay 
Dauis, Talisay City 

“Elpidio de a Victoria, 46, program director of 
Cebu City’s Bantay Dagat Commission and the 
city’s market administrator, was shot in the back 
and arm and twice in the buttocks at around 3 
pm. on Wednesday. He died at the Chong Chua 
Hospital at 8:50 a.m. the next day” 

Four shots in all, The killer wanted to be sure 
his prey died right there and then. (A suspect, a 
policeman, has been tagged.) 

De la Victoria was also an officer of the Philip- 
pine National Association of Fish Wardens and an 
active member of the Visayan Sea Squadron. 

‘didn’t know Dela Victoria (Jojo to his friends) 
personally, but I know the advocacy he was in- 
Volved in; which could be a reason why he was 
marked for elimination, 

‘A few weeks before he was murdered, 1 did 
write about the threatened Visayan Sea (PDI, 
3/23/06) that De la Vieroria and his colleagues 
have been trying to defend. Once so rich with its 
seemingly limitless abundance of marine life, the 
Visayan Sea was described as the Alaska of the 
Philippines. Alas, massive, unregulated and de- 
structive fishing has since degraded the ecologi- 
al richness and diversity of this area. Some 
species of fish are supposedly facing extinction, 

What De la Victoria and his fellow guard- 
ians of the sea were trying to do was simply to 
get the government to enforce the laws (and 
there are a good many). But because the gov- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


OPINION 
EU applauds commutation 


POLITICAL 
TioBiTs E > 


Belinda E 
Olivares-Cunanan 


cretion is “almost absolute,” it's the power to 
grant clemency to felons. But he also points out 
its constitutional limitations: the President can- 
mot grant clemency to public officials convicted 
in an impeachment; in the case of election of- 
fenses, it cannot be granted without the favor- 
able recommendation of the Commission on 
Elections. He o stressed that reper, coe 
‘mutations and pardons can only be granted after 
final conviction by the Supreme Court. What 
about GMA’ recent "wholesale commutations”? 
He says these are “not constitutionally banned,” 
particularly when the basis for the reduction of 
the penalty “collectively applies to all covered 
convicts.” in other words, no favoritism. 
Speaker Jose de Venecia enplaned for Madrid 
and Barcelona yesterday. He is a real jet-setter. 
Only two days earlier, he arrived from Kuala 
Lumpur where he had a one-hour meeting with 
former Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mo- 
hamad on the topmost floor of the gleaming 
Petronas Towers. Mahathir extolled the merits of 
the parliamentary system he successfully led for 
20 years. According to JD he was careful to say 
he didn’t want to interfere in Philippine internal 
affairs and only wished to share his experience. 
He noted, however, that the constant fighting be- 
tween the executive and the legislature in our po- 
litical system has kept the Philippines from taking 
its rightful place in the sun. On the popular criti- 
cism that in a parliamentary system there would 
be no check and balance, Mahathir said this 
‘would be provided by the opposition. JDV point- 
ed out that Singapore's former PM Lee Kuan Yew 
‘also noted the same thing about the RP situation. 


House sources indicate that the drive to get 
1195 congressmen to support Charter change now 
counts with 181 signatories. But the target is to 

"200 House members and six senators, so that 


tion drive, and they plan to file their petition 
with the Comelec before the end of May. But 
‘what's this? The election lawyer for the opposi- 
tion has filed a case against Comelec Chair Ben- 


calculated to intimidate Abalos so he does not. 
become hospitable to the initiative. 

Executive Director Cecile Alvarez of the National 
Commision for Culture and the Ars har a 
nounced an on-the-spot contest in painting the can- 
‘vases of yachts and sailboats this weekend, April 
22-23, at the Luneta in celebration of Earth Day and 
for display next month, which is "Ocean Mont 
The idea is to transform these sails into works of art 
for display in a unique gigantic outdoor gallery— 
dubbed the "Gallery of the Sea'—wih the Manila. 
Bay as the magnificent backdrop. The contest, coor- 
inated by the Art Association of the Philippines 
‘and the Manila Yacht Club, which is donating can- 
vases for 30 sailboats, was inspired by a sailboat 
painting contest held in 2002 sponsored by the De- 

i of Environment and Natural Resources 
ander then Secretary Heherson Alvarez. This week- 
ends contest is expected to draw artists from all 
over the country. The "Gallery of the Sea" will be an. 
added feature of the 31st International Theater In- 
stirute-Unesco sponsored "Intercultural World 
Congress and Theater Olympics of the Nations,” 
which the Philippines will host next month. For par- 
‘cular, call 0920-544-6707 or 0915-519-1902, or 
Tel 363-7799. 


la Victoria, Earth Day martyr 
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ernment has not been up to it, NGOs and local 
officials, mainly from Iloilo, Negros and Cebu, 
wrote a petition asking higher authorities to 
give the Visayan Sea time to rest and recuper- 
ate, These advocates pledged to participate 
and cooperate with one another in self-assess- 
ment for environmental compliance audit, to- 
tal eradication of illegal and destructive fis 
ing, as well as for identifying main areas of in- 
terest. They also asked that a Philippine Navy 
gunboat be permanently assigned in the 
‘Visayan Marine Triangle (at the apex of which 
lies the Visayan Sea). 

‘Well, this is one sure way of making fierce and 
murderous enemies. They kill the sea, why can't 
they kill you? 

"There is another angle to this murder. De la 
Victoria's death could have been related to his job 
as market administrator. Whatever be the motive, 
the killing of De a Victoria was certainly a blow to 
the Visayan Sea campaign. 

‘One week before De la Victoria was killed, he. 
wrote a piece titled “Speak Out: Protecting small 
fisherfolk” that came out in Cebu's Sun-Star. He 
must have angered the giants. Here are excerpts: 

"Most, if not all, giant fishing outfits do not 
limit their operations to the open sea, (they) also 
fish near the shores and compete with marginal 
fishermen. 

“Since commercial fishing ventures destroy 
nearshore fishing grounds, local government 
units should do something about it and take steps 
to protect small fishermen who could be deprived 
of their means of livelihood. 

"The Fisheries Code or Republic Act No. 8550 
‘ims to reduce the over-exploitation of municipal 
‘waters by providing alternative livelihood re- 


sources and beefing up environment friendly 
aquaculture activities that would encourage a 
shift from fish hunting to fish husbandry.” 

De la Victoria argued that "the rights of fisher- 
folk wil also be protected because they are given 
‘preferential use’ of the municipal waters." 

He noted however that many fisherfolk think 
that RA 8550 is not working to their advantage 
because while the commercial fishers are given 
access to the richer fishing grounds (10 to 15 km 
from the shoreline), the small ones could not go 
farther out. Worse, the commercial fishers de- 
stroy the fishing areas not meant for them (1 t0 7 
km from the shoreline). 

"According to De la Victoria, the Fisheries Law 
of 1998 has allowed the entry of fishing vessels. 
‘weighing 3.1 tons to 150 tons into municipal wa- 
ters. However, he said, the local government, 
through the chief executive, and acting pursuant 
to an appropriate ordinance, may authorize or 

it small and medium fishing vessels to oper- 
ate within 10.1 to 15 km from the shoreline pro- 
vided that no commercial fishing is allowed in 
‘municipal waters with a depth of less than seven 
fathoms. 

In this setup, De la Victoria said, small fisher- 
men should organize themselves into coopera- 
tives to be able to engage in deep sea or offshore 
fishing which is ideal and environmentally 

‘One shouldn't get killed for saying these. But 
De la Victoria had been wamed. His life and 
death fic right into Earth Day meditations. 

Earth lovers are invited to celebrate Earth 
Day (Saturday April 22) beginning with a 6:30 
am. Mass on Smokey Mountain, which is a 
garbage dump no more. In its place has risen a 
ew community The main celebrant is Manila 
Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales. 
Mother Earth mover Odette Alcantara promis- 
es a meaningful liturgy and related activities 
‘To go there, take Roxas Boulevard, go toward 
Del Pan Bridge, then go further on. 
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Executive clemency 


Twould like to reproduce here, something I wrote 
elsewhere on Dec. 9, 2003. There are times when 
something thats been written becomes relevant 
‘once more. Ido not think it is proper to question the 
Presidents motives for reiterating her policy of not 
permitting any executions during her term. But 
{questioning whether such a policy is proper or not is 
always appropriate. 

Td also like to point out that not everyone who 
has lost a loved one to a violent crime favors the. 
death penalty. My father, who lost his mother, a sis- 
ter and a brother-in-law in as horrific and violent a 
‘way as could be imagined, was always foursquare 
against the death penalty. Te could be added he also 
Tost a grandfather and an ance in a vol mam 
ner, and it didn't prevent his father from opposing 
the death penalty 


MALACARANG PALACE IS FULL OF REMINDERS 
of a very important privilege: that of granting ex- 
ecutive clemency. Legend has it that the main 
‘stairs of the Palace were climbed by Rizal's moth- 
er on her knees, in a last effort to beg the Spanish 
governor general forthe e of her son; Research 

is determined that Doña Teodora Alonso and 
her daughters (though it is debated whether she, 
and not just her daughters, actually went) didn't 
get as far as the gate, where a secretary of the 
{governor general eventually talked to them, was 
{given a message, relayed it to the governor gener- 
al, and eventually told them their appeal would 
be rejected. 

"Whatever the actual circumstances, for the 
generation alive during the revolution and be- 
Yond, the image of that great lady ascending 
Malacafiang’s stairs on her knees was a powerful 
one, made even more potent by the fact that it 
‘would have been such a Filipino thing todo: what. 
mother would not abase herself to beg for her 
son's life, particularly when the law is inex- 
orably—and unfairly—enforced? In his memoirs, 
Manuel L. Quezon wrote that when he climbed 
the Palace stairs as President, he recalled the 
Rizal legend and that is why he issued a stay of 
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‘execution for every convict due to be sent to the 
electric chair during his presidency. 

"There is another reminder of the power to par- 
don, and that is a large table made of the finest 
native hardwoods, that is the central feature of 
the Reception Hall of the Palace. It was carved by 
‘ex-conviets as a present to President Quezon and 
the convicts carved their prisoner numbers on the 
table to remind the recipient of who they were— 
people who had been granted a pardon. The table 
‘was a focal point of the Palace until Marcos. It be- 
came the dining table at Arlegui during the 
Aquino and Ramos administrations, and was re- 
turned to the Palace by President Estrada to serve 
as a dining table, untl President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo restored it to its traditional place. 

"These symbols in the official residence of our 

int to the importance of the power to 
‘commute, and i is one our presidents 


tion and as far as the 

execute its laws," which, for a country that had 
the death penalty continuously until 1987 and 
‘once more in recent years, meant that as a rule, 
Besides were obligated to allow executions ur 
fess reason could be found to commute the death 
sentence handed down by the courts. Presidents 


opposed in principle to the maximum penalty have 
been rare; you have the case of Quezon who did so 
without fanfare, to the extent that people are still 
shocked when [tell them he opposed it and didn't 
allow executions during his presidency (though a 
reader once claimed executions did take place, 
though I havent verified this). You have Presidents 
Estrada and Arroyo who established a blanket 
‘moratorium on executions. 

Personally Lam not convinced about the legiti- 
macy ofa policy ofa blanket moratorium. No one 
as questioned it before the courts, but couldn't it 
be perceived as an affront to justice? The Consti- 
muon prohibits death as a penalty unless 
‘Congress in its wisdom re-insticutes it. Congress 
did. The question then is, can the executives 
power to pardon and commute be exercised on 
an all-encompassing scale? To do so, I would ar- 
gue, violates the assumptions on which any exer- 
cise of the executive power-privilege should be 
based: a personal decision, on a case-by-case ba- 
sis, informed by a personal investigation into the 
individual merits of a case that begs for executive 
clemency. 

‘A president may in his or her heart of hearts, 
take a moral position against the death penalty, 
Dut it is incumbent on that president to at least 
maintain the appearance of a personal interven- 
tion, a considered decision, by picking up the 
phone each and every time, as the time of execu- 
ton draws near, to tel the warden the execution 
has been called off. It reminds everyone concemed 
that che law was not being thwarted in a general 
sense, but instead, the maximum penalty substi- 
‘uted for another (death for life imprisonment) on 
‘an individual basis. A blanket moratorium is an ex; 

resson of subversion subverting a law enacted 
the representatives of the people. An interven- 
tion on the basis of the merits of an individual 
case, instead, upholds a privilege in the form of a 
power based on the tragic history of our country, 
and in keeping with our characteristics as a peo- 
ple. While we are a people who believe in revenge, 
‘we are also a people who value compassion. 
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LAST FRIDAY, ISAW THREE THINGS THAT GOT ME THINK 
ing. In the moming on my way to breakfast, I saw a car 
patked in front of one of the museums near our apartment. „ 
‘The bumper had the following words in bold letters: "Im- 
peach the treasonous louts.” Later that day, I walked by the 
‘White House and noticed a protester picketing within SO me- 
ters of the gates and holding up a large yellow placard decry- 
ing the use of nuclear 
weapons by any 
country, including 
the United States. Fi- 
Sally T came across 
three sidewalk ven- 
dors seling black 
shires wih white 
prints that screamed, 
Fstop biching Sart 
a revolution! 

"That day, I did not 
see any water can- 
nons. Neither did witness anyone being arrested. This is not 
to say that one country has more freedom of speech than an- 
‘ther Personally {dont even think the situation in the Philip- 
pines and that in the Unites States are comparable in the first 
Place. Yet seeing ali these in one day, however foreign they 
Inay seem, made me ask a ot of questions about home. 

Socrates said, "The unexamined life is not worth living.” 
Inthe same sense, we might say that the unexamined nation 
isnot worth loving. Thus, even as many of us Filipinos are al- 
ready bothered by numerous questions, I dare to put forward 
Some more: 

‘What really constitutes freedom of speech? When Voltaire 
said, I disagree with what you say, but 1 will defend to the 
death your right to sey it," to whom was he talking? What did 
he really mean? Who was listening? If one is allowed to 
speak without the cause ever being heard or the call ever be- 
ing heeded, is that stil freedom of speech? If ones thoughts 
are expressed, but in an environment where one fears being. 
arrested is that person truly free? è 

‘Arent some Filipinos out in the streets because they are; 
tired of a system that does not hear them through the formal" 
process? Aren't some Filipinos avoiding the streets because} 
They feel tired of all the rallying, citing the lack of any rely, 
progress even after the many rallies in our history? 

Are the two schools of thought really so different? Aren 
both groups simply tied wit the satus quo? Aren't boh 2 
groups simply angry because they were not heard? Aren't 
foth groups, in a sense, victims of a fundamental lack of frees} 
dom ofspeech? 

isi really a matter of taking sides? Do we see a lirtle of 
ourselves in both? Should we allow ourselves to be divided: 
and conquered in this way? : 

"Are my thoughts subversive? If read, would this composi- 
tion incite rebellion? If yes, should this even be published in ° 
the first place Is this propaganda? Is this considered crimi- 
mal? Is this a form of "destabilization"? Why? i 

‘What is so wrong with destabilization? What exactly is, , 
destabilization in the first place? Where do we draw the line 
between destabilization and plain criticism? 

Why do 1 find myself reading more of the news on ther: 
Philippines now thar am away than when Iwas back home? 
Why do many things foreign simulate thoughts of my home, 
count 

‘Do the millions of Filipinos around the world feel the sume! 
way? What are they doing about it? What am I doing about; 
it? Where do we fit in this crucial point of our history? Did we, 
ever really leave? Are we really so faraway? f 

Regardless of where we are, how will our attitudes towin 
the current crisis shape the minds of young people, the fur 
ture leaders of our country? Would it propel them to liye, 
lives that seek and uphold the truth? Would they possess he 
spiri that brings about new and better things? 

What questions will they ask? Or will they even ask any? 
Will they be free? What then? x 

is it the answers we think we have that matter? Oris itr: 
ally the questions we are willing to ask? 


YouNc BLoop 


Wiko Kabiling 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


d 
Wiko Kabiling, 23, obtained his bachelor's and master's de- 
grees in industrial engineering from De La Salle University, y. 
Where he also taught for two terms. He now lives in Washing- 

ton, D.C i 


Bypassed 


Atbene 


WHATS THE POINT OF ALL THIS? TVE BEEN WORKING A 
enc efiieniy productively, and the credit and the promo 
Som goo someone cise! Here {si silentiy contemplating how 
Touda here been overiooled. Yes, 1 have just been bypassed” 
fox promotion, fore third ine. În the eyes of some pecie 
S allsor grapes. But Tam wondering what went wrong 

e ofeeshig turnover rare has made me the resident 
senior. by default. serve as the unofficial supervisor in the 
Aene of my superiors: my boss, my boss” assistant, my 
Bose bos and various department heads. When these people 
Se thet rounds, go on their break, atend meetings or 
Randi gusts complaints, T am called upon to “wareh the 
house and care for the linde ones." 

y jis look upto me for assistance when problems 
arise And though i ave ro set my work ade, 1 oblige them. 
Taps mother hen to the children of the workplace. Duy or 
mot part of he job description or not, answer their call, And 
ach leave the offe an hour later than everyone else so T 
Can finish the work placed on hol 
Ad what do my sacrifices reap? 1 don't know but they 
just awarded vo someone else the position have Been unl 
Ty seing for tree ears now And all that my boss can 
rmt by was of an explanation s: "s nor what You know, 
batho you know” 

"feeen disappointed and ruatedi Politics lang pala ang 
kaiangan dro t may bave earned he espect oF unt 
Scag, but my Posses cannot see this or they reuse tO 
See e ici lke have been used: Why do even bother? 

IO tac night, got the answer, My junior calied me 
at home asking for bcp i ing a botched operation. And 
hough ane cola ave asked the newly appointed ffe fot 
Te and though T was off duny, 1 told her how to go about 
reetiying the station. 

"ir War when T began to realize why I bother to assume 
responses: Because whether T feel anything for my su 
ators or not T care for my Juniors, I like motherhood“ 
Brandess Job. No one guarantees you a pat om the back, A 
million-peso prize or a return for your hard work. You Jus 
Zive ion inking of gening anything in erum because - 
Sour undying and unconditional ove : 

Yat wad when 1 also realized tat a postion does not È 
make one a lender Tile may confer on someone authority 
Bur not influence or redi 1 may nor have been given 
recognition by my managers, ut have the respec fy ju 
mor Leadehi i more ia a tie. When someone can 
then complete &oanpus into a team and lead them tw 
Steve a common goal, they can reap benefits for the om 
pany eare for my juniors because ce forthe company 

Te managers are too preoccupied with ofice polites ta 
realize dis thre rely £ ite 1 can do abour f | wont 
"rase my tme rung deir mrrow-mindednes 1 wi Just 
Gone o eare for juniors, my kids,” the rank and e 
Sio make up the buliding blocks of the company: 


Athene, 26 is a senior officer at a five-star hotel. 
E 
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TQ. OPINION Ned edu 
Rule of law and equality dead pm What the country needs to focus on 


AMANDO DORONILAS MARCH economic rut it has gotten into. 
THE OPEN DEFIANCE BY OM- budsman exempt from con- dentto“execute the laws”—a duty 22 column brought to the fore a Lets try to look around, right 
_budsman Merceditas Gutierrez of tempt—Gutierrez” PDI, 3/3/06) _ she vowed to fulfill when she took / | let of poims worth pondering. among our Asian neighbors and 
the Supreme Courts order direct- She claimed that as a const. her oath of office. Thus, the Presi of | the 53 $ Foremost of these is the question we cannot fail to see that all are 
sing her office to determine the tional office, the Ombudsman dentmustalso order or requestthe Garci tapes à "why protest actions against Presi- sweating it out in the economic 
feral bl of persons in- was independent." Asda te stant refecon bythe Fiowse dat, Macapagal-Arroyo have (ace. Leading the pack are Cina, 
Woled in the Plon Mega Maybe, what she meant was eged imegularity and prosecute of the impeachment complaint, failed to draw the eritical mass for Indis, Pakistan, Vietnam, Singa- 
pacific election equipment irregu- that, having been appointed by those who are found gully the muppreseon of freedom of ex: © Successful penple power To this pore and Talwan, not peceneriy 
cl et emnt President Macapagal-Arroyo as Bur is Gutiemez's contempme. presionand assenblythrughan depu iis PEUT it det tees, Hee ais 
morality and duty Ombudsman, she is answerable ous attitude toward any sugges- emergency decree and a viral "rs tries sane nc. fae: fromm pelos 
(The Ombudsman has no duty only to the President. Shes prob- tion that she investigate the mat- military rule with the President as 2; Yori are ee sick and troubles, but they don’t allow po- 
eorom Mie sat, ably afraid that an investigation tera reflecrion of the Palace atti-. commander in chief? ted of mas ations beonme mac cl oes tobedoud ther ee 
tender pore on he satus, ably aa duran menu ts eseppgherpet de ifs, denhe rule of law and Pugs i iir iir NN 
atl ono and comple would onthe e sacr ptem of cncraperiming to equly before oic exit no "operon leaders donta y a chance. La bet oa 
lj.comelecMegaPachieconsortum which she owes her high pos. the 2004 presidential elec more inour country ogane (yd es ee 
Controversy she was quoted ton, tons ftom the railroading of the "usos, Deme ee dmm decker te 
Saying by rhe INQUIRER, (Om. It is also the duty of the Presi- canvassing in Congress, the mud- mam, nied PETRI Td erimi poses galing our once enviable placeas 
the same moral colon what foolis Asia's economic tiger, second only 
he who will side with any of todapaninthe 1960s. 
them? Recently, despite all the political 
3 Theissue of election cheating uproar our economy has been able 
isactually a non-issue as farasthe to chalk up some degree of growth 
majority of the people are con. and robustness as shown by the ap- 
ered, Political fraud has always preciation of the peso and the in- 
been part and parcel of our politi- crease in the price indices in the 
cal landscape since the time of stock market. These are signs of 
President Elpidio Quirino, So, economic health, not malaise, 
who cares about cheating except ^ So why not make it the spring- 
the vanquished? board for economic take-off? And 
Tes high time that we paused we can do it, Al that is needed is 
and identified the most pressing to lay aside endless political bick- 
issue facing our country. Its not erings and focus on solving the 
GMA defintely. Is not electoral economic problems of the county. 
fraud. "Ies the economy, stupidi" That's our sure gateway to eco- 
(to borrow the Clinton politcal nomic freedom. 
war cry). What the country needs BASILIO CALAPRE, 
to do is to extricate itself from the Maasin City, Southern Leyte 


cis ke : E: s à Á j Let's not give up on ADHD children 


MY CHILD, WHO HAS BEEN WITH to know that my child is devastat- 
San Beda College Alabang (SBCA) ed and, at a young age of 9, has 
Since kindergarten, was denied re- been forced by their action to deal 
zémisson to Grade 4 for school withemotional rauma, 
Sear 2006.2007, notforany serious Lest this be misconstrued as a 
iecionbutbesusehehasAmen- prejudiced lament of a parent be- 
tion Deficit and Hyperactivity Dis- moaning what happened to his 
rder (ADHD). We appealed thede- child, let me state that 1 have 
Cision since this was made without taught in college at the same 
rior constan and supporting school for six years, and I have 
Professional judgment—and be- had a student with ADHD. I treat- 
Tause, according to the vice princi- ed him as a normal student while 
pu my childs adviser and some making adjustments to address 
ache were against his non-ad- his condition and he passed my 
mission Dut to no avail. Likewise, course satisfactorily. 
appeals for a personal audience 1 hope thet this message will 
‘with Rev. Ansear Chupungco, SBCA opentheeyesofschoolauthoriies 
recorpresident, weretumeddown and government officials to the 
s he simply refered the maner difficulties faced by the growing 
backo the board number of parents and children 
Though with ADHD tendencies, with ADHD, which for the record, 
sy cid is fully functional. He has is not a disease or an abnormality 
‘oped with his condition in SBCA buta condition, 
through the patience and under- — One of the coping mechanisms 
standing of well-meaning teachers in dealing with this condition is to 
iit his former guidance counselor ensure a stable and normal envi- 
and the previous principal. Iris un- ronment, including that of the 
forrunate that the current principal school Acceptance is an impor- 
and board of admissions have cho- tant ingredient that could lead to 
Sen to puttowastethesegreatmen- the well-being of a child with AD- 
tors’ effort by arbitrarily singling HD. They need not be ostracized 
ut my ciléfornon-admission de- or penalized or discriminated 
Spite the fat tha there were other against for their condition. They 
Figen with ADHD and worse be- do not need pity but understand- 
" : aviorelproblemsim that school fing and patience, Children with 
atures beauty right this is not discrimination, I do not ADHD do not need special schools 
in your own backyard. now what cali. ‘but mentoring with nurturing ina 
‘Worse, the recor by his action normal environment 
ornon-action, has shown indifer. Finally, may we address our 
ent neglect and outright arro- concerns to any regulatory body 
ance to che plight ofmy child, We governing child's welfare and the 
ave paid more than a millon pe- educational system. 
sos of hard-earned moneytosend —AMORFRANCISCO-LAHO2, 
Gu children to rhat school and the 11816 Paith Sty, 
Tector could not even spare us his Camella Homes Classic, 
time. Perhaps, he would be happy Pilar Village, Las Piñas City 


Sharing Aman with the world 


SONNE CONSTANTINO TEJEROS FEA- s for sharing Aman with the 
TATE 1 ture on painter Aman’s works, on world. We hope to read more about 


Live it up in your very own paradise. 
Experience living in natures loving care. 


Sane exhibit atthe Cultural Center of him in future Inque articles. 

à OT She Philippines, helpsbringyoung By the way, the Theory of Rela- 

Comes Pome “le Due but exceptional artists like Aman tivity should be ascribed to Bin- 
2 to the forefront of the am scene, stein, nor Darwin 

PDI, 3/20/06) ANGIE QUADRA, 

We thank Tejero and the Iu anglequadra@yahoo.com 
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Salon chain owner's resort opposed 


Cru 


FEAR 


es 


 Awoman who took part ina recent rodeo in Masbate screams asa bull comes charging in the team lassoing event. Th 
{san annual event that draws tourists and visitors to the island-province. 


ROUNDUP 
lilegally caught fish seized 


LUCENA CITY— Pole and emvren- 

mentalsts intercepted 22 boxes of sus- 

ect legally caught fish along the 

Maharika Highway on Apri 8. Police 

sad they aso arrested seven persons in 

sieves! Isuzu Bt truck with icense 

piate WEF 247 at a checkpoint in Baran- 

asy Taipan, Pagbilao town. Police team. 

leader Senior Insp. Edmundo Andaluz 

sad the 48 boxes of assorted fsh came. 

trom Paracale, Camarines Norte. Fsh 

‘examiners found that 22 of he boxes were caught with the use of explosives or dy- 
ramis. "Deli Mañari Jr, PDI Souther Luzon Bureau 


NPA leader held 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Police intelligence agents in Batangas arrest- 
edan alleged high-ranking leader of the New People's Army In Sitio Puyo, 
Barangay Sta. Clara in Batangas City on April 8. The suspect, Dionisio Al- 
monte. is allegedly an NPA leader in Southern Tagalog and team leader of a 
uerria unit under the Eduardo Dagli Command, police said. The arrest of Al- 
‘monte was covered by a warrant issued by the Municipal Trial Court of 
Mauban, Quezon. ‘Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Cop shoots boss, self 

REINÁ MERCEDES, Isabela—A policeman led himsel after he shot and kiled 
the chiet of this town's police on Apr 10, reports sad. SPO? Ricardo Plar, who 
Was drunk, went to the police station looking for his superior, nsp. Vicente 
Dalupang, at about 11:20 p.m- to confront me oficial reports said. Piar had 
been reprimanded by Dalupang for his failure to report for duty he previous 
week When Dalupang went out ot his fce he again castigated Piar and this 
ied to a heated argument. reports said. It was at tnis instance when Plar shot 
Dalupang, wha took bulers inte head and neck. Piar went home, got. AS cal 
pistoian shot hinselt. Vilamor Visaya de, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Money lender slain 

ORION, Ganan —An Indan businessman engaged in money ening was shot and 
dle by three matory ng men on Sunday in Barangay Calungusan here. Supt 
Aseo Curigd, own polce criet, said Harek Singh, 1l Barangay Riza, Plar 
tov, vas colecng caly Ioan peyners trom his cients in Orion when tree men 
Stored Tim One of hem pole sai, shot e vim ia 9 mm pistol Te lic. 
ook e ctim new Honda motorcycle: Curiga said Singh fought back promping 
tis taces to shoot him. He ded tat rom a bulet wound i e ead pot 
E rep Aatraccion, PI Centrai Luzon Desk 


Worker buried alive 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna —A construction worker ded after sibs ol concrete 
el on him while he was orig in a constuction ste in a hospital in Tanauan Ciy 
cn Monday aternoon. Supt Manuel Abu, Tanauan ple chief, ened me victim 
as Over Mojca, 31, of Barangay Lamesa, Calamba Cty. Abu sait the vic was 
working in the renovation ste o he CP Reyes Generi Hosptal on Mabini Avenue 
"n Barangay Poblacion when part of the concrete foring of tne hosptal colapsed. 
He said he vidim was orus “11n tath and bared under he slabs. Marlon 
Ramos, POI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Freak tornado causes panic 


COTABATO CITY—A freak tomado. 

surprised people here when it struck 

and toppled two acacia trees at Plaza 

Rizal on Saturday. Except for the up- 

footing of he decades-old trees, no 

darsage was reported, said cy pole 

spokesperson Senior insp. Samson 

batay. A few late afternoon plaza go- 

‘xs scampered for safety when the tor- 

nado Nt the area, blowing away boards 

and debris. "I happened so sway. 

‘The sky darkened, tren came heavy rain and the strong wind that came from 
novere,” a vendor sa. Charie Solace, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


UP Class ‘66 reunion 

MEMBERS of the Unversty of he Priippines’ Cass 1968 wa loda reurion on Aor 
ast e UP Comel(UPCO) swiming poot in UP Los Bas The reunion, staring 
tam, wil baa prelude othe UP dmn homecoming on June 24. Cassmam- 
ers wäl ba the ruby rans Their open, "Go for Goldin 1O,” is a preparation 
for 2018, when the dass wal bo Ihe golden blarans Cass members in UP Los 
Batis wl host te reunion. Those who weht on the reunion may Sign up with An- 
rew O. Nocon (lel No. S208371 or 09189901529) or D Lyda Rodiiguez clara 
(T. No. 92982269318094 or 0820-149874) 
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By Blanche S. Rivera 


HAIRSTYLIST RICKY REYES’ LATEST STYLE OF 
development may not be the rave among fisher- 
men in Calatagan, Batangas. 


Leaders of the Kilusang Mangi- 
ngisda yesterday submitted docu- 
ments and pictures to the Depart- 
ment of Environment arid Natu- 
ral Resources signifying their op- 
position to the planned expan- 
sion of Reyes resort in Barangay 
1, Calatagan, Batangas. 

KM national chair Ruperto 
Aleroza said Reyes was planning 
to develop the sandbar area 
across his Golden Sunset Resort 
and has started construction of a 
wharf leading to it despite the ab- 
sence of permits from the DENR. 

Aleroza said the privatization of 
the public domain would displace 
many fishermen who rely on the 
marine ecosystem for a living. 

He said Reyes’ proposed devel- 
opment would also affect the sea- 
weed farm being managed by fish- 
men's families and which has be- 
‘come an altemative source of liveli- 
hood for the fishing community. 

Nineteen of 25 barangays in Ca- 
latagan, an emerging tourist desti- 
nation, are coastal villages where 
more than half of the population 
depend on the sea for a living. 

Environmental lawyer Maria 
Paz Luna, who is assisting the fish- 
ermen, said Reyes’ planned resort 
‘on the sandbar would be ‘nearly 


impossible to build because of nu- 
merous legal restrictions which 
Reyes would have to hurdle, 

Luna said the ECC secured by 
Golden Sunset Resort was for the. 
construction of the original resort 
and not the proposed develop- 
ment of the sandbar. 

"Whatever he does in the sand- 
bar and water, like starting a 
wharf already, is a violation ofthe. 
ECC,” she said. 

“The DENR will send a team next 
‘week to conduct an ocular inspec- 
tion of the developments in Reyes’ 
property and the nearby waters. 

When sought for comment, 
Reyes confirmed plans to develop 
the sandbar into a resort, but de- 
nied that any construction has start- 
ed for the proposed structures. 

“We're just cleaning up the area. 
I will not move without the legal 
sanction,” Reyes told the Ingumx 
ina phone interview yesterday. 

Luna said the area being planned 
for development by Reyes was a sea 
grass area a feeding ground of the 
endangered marine turtle and 
dugong. 

Reyes, however, said that the 
barangay council has already 
passed a resolution approving the 
expansion. 


Court told dictionary should not determine gender 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE 
lawyer of the male nurse who 
wanted to be officially recog- 
nized as a female following a 
sex change operation said the 
concept of what a woman is 
should not be limited to the dic- 
tionary. 

“The definition in the dictio- 
nary is incomplete and tradi 
al as it limits gender to whether 
‘or not a person can give birth,” 
said lawyer Rosemarie Pia 
Lamadrid-Sagsago. 

"The sexuality of a person 
must be viewed in terms of his 
or her psychological and emo- 
tional manifestations and in 
light of the progress brought 
about by science and technolo- 
gy." she said. 

Sagsago earlier filed a petition 


P9.2M in new donations 
turned over to S. Leyte 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


for sex change at the regional tri- 
al court here on behalf of the 
male nurse who had been certi 
fied by experts as a female. 

“The nurse, who now works in a 
hospital in London, underwent a 
genital sex reassignment sur- 
gery” atibe Aikchol Hospital in. 
Chonburi, Thailand, on Sept. 4, 
2003. 

The nurse, 33, wanted his sex 
appearing in his original birth 
certificare in Mankayan, 
Benguet, where he was bom on 
Dec. 7, 1972, be amended to fe- 
male. 

He said he decided to under- 
go sex change operations since 
he had always acted as a fe- 
male since childhood, a fact 
that was confirmed by a bat- 
tery of psychiatrie tests for 


Mayor Maria Lim received the do- 
nation, in the form of a check, in 
simple rites at the municipal hall 
yesterday. 

Rabonza, a retired major general 
of the Philippine Army who once 
held the post as Eastern Visayas top. 
Amy offices said the amount 
would be spent at the relocation 
site in dose coordination with the 
Provincial Disaster Coordinating 
‘Council chaired by Lerias. 

The sichectare relocation site 
in Barangay Magbagacay will be 
‘occupied by 321 families who sur 
vived the landslides that erased 
Barangay Guinsaugon from the 
map. 

‘The municipal government 
bought the property for P3 mil- 
lion with donated money. 


Cordillera tribes 
to hold tribunal 


BAGUIO CITY—TO MARK THE DEATH OF 
Cordillera martyr Maciing Dulag, tibal 
chiefs and youth in Cordillera will hold a peo- 
ples tribunal on April 24 to hear cases of hu- 
man rights violations allegedly committed by 
the Arroyo administration against indigenous 
peoples (IPS). 

Imelda Tabiando, spokesperson of the 
Cordillera Human Rights Alliance, said the tri- 
bunal was an alternative to legal cours which 
she claimed failed to grant justice to the IPs. 

"The tribunal wili be composed of 15 repre- 
sentatives of tribal leaders, lawyers, youths 
and professionals. 

About 3,000 people are expected to join 
the Cordillera Day celebration at Barangay 
Western Uma in Lubuagan, Kalinga. 

The event marks the death of Dulag, chief of the 
Bubut ribe, who was kiled by soles for leading. 
the to the Chico Dam in Kalinga Desiree 
(Calusa, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


TACLOBAN CITY—THE OFFICE OF 
Civil Defense has turned over P92 
million to the provincial government 
‘of Souther Leyte as part of its com- 
mitment to help develop the reloca- 
tion site intended for survivors of the 
landslide that buried the village of 
GGuinsaugon in St. Bemard, South- 
em Leyte in February 

OCD administrator Glenn 
Rabonza said the amount was 
part of the more than P74 million 
received by the government 
through the National Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council (NDCC) from 
local and foreign donors. 

He said Southem Leyte Gov. 
Rosette Lerias and St. Bemard 


D 


Dis 


gender identity 

But the Department of Jus- 
tice and the Office of the Solici- 
tor General asked the court to 
dismiss the petition because 
there was no legal basis to cor- 
rect the nurse's sex in his birth 
certificate since he.yas born as 
aman. 

But Sagsago said the law must 
be dynamic and adjust to present 
realities. 

“Globalization has brought 
about sex change operations and 
changes in gender and physical 
attributes of transsexuals,” she 


if the law would turn its back 
on these realities, it would create 
anincongruity...” Delmar Cari- 
ño, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 


US Immigration’ 
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in the pursuit of your | 
American dream? 


Sit down and discuss your options 
FACE-TO-FACE with Attorney K.D. Bui, , 
an American Immigration Lawyer. '* 

The reasonable consultancy fee will be 
applied toward future immigration legal services. 

For appointment, contact Melissa Do at 28th Fr. 
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MIDSAYAR NORTH COTABATO—HUNDREDS 
of villagers fled their homes after about 50 
armed men attacked Barangay Tugal here yes- 
terday 

The attack came three days after Moro Ts- 
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) renegades 
Killed the barangay chain, Tubog Pulalon, a 


e PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: = 


j Across the NATION . 
Gunmen attack Cotabato village; hundreds flee 


` 
Pulalon was the second village čhief mur- 
ered in North Cotabato over the past five days, 
‘The evacuees, mostly women and children, 
re now housed ata multipurpose building in 
Barangay Nas. 
Mayor Romeo Arania said the armed men 
took Pulalon's mobile phone and 45 cal. pis- 


former MILF field commander. tol. They chanted “mission accomplished” af- 
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terkilling Pulalon. 

"The victim had just finished dinner in nearby 
Mudsing where his wife Pia is the village chair. 

Quoting witnesses’ accounts, Arania said 
Pulalon was watching a billiards game when 
three men approached him and opened fire. 

Supt. Chino Mamburam, Midsayap police 
chief, said the victim and his assailants might 
have had a misunderstanding in the past. He 
did not elaborate. 

According to MILF spokesperson Bid Kabalu, 
Pulalon had stil sympathized with the MILF 
cause despite his surrender in the late 1990s. 

He and his militiamen were Involved in pre- 
vious misunderstandings with other armed 
groups operating in villages of Midsayap. 

Four days earlier, unidentified men shot 
dead Kadtura Lumaig, of Barangay Kabasalan 
inPikittown, 

Police said Lumaig had Just emerged from 
the town’s public market and was about to 
board his motorcycle when he was shot. 

Gov Emmanuel Piol has directed the Pikit 
and Midsayap police to speed up ihe investi 
gation, identify the suspects and file charges 
against them in court, 

Kabalu said the killing of Pulalon could 
have been an offshoot ofa long-standing feud 
with armed groups inthe border areas of Mid- 
Sayap in North Cotabato and Datu Piang in 
Maguindanao, 

Kabalu said the MILF leadership had sent 
emissaries to the villages "to pacify warring 
lenders" 

At about 6 a.m, yesterday, about 40 armed 
men believed to be led by Commander Samal 
Masgal, attacked Tugel. 

“Two persons, identified as Amida Ungkad 
who is six months pregnant, and Uspo Peto, 
were wounded. 

Soldiers of the Army's 38th Infentry Bat 
ion are pursuing Commander Masgal, a rene- 
gade MILF fighter, and about 50 followers, 

‘Gunfight broke out at about 8 a.m. as the. 
armed men approached the marshland of 
Maguindanao. 

Speaking over radio station dxMS, Kabalu 
instructed MILF fighters in the area not to get 
involved in the skirmishes to avoid clashes 
with government forces 

Edwin Fernandes, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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SUMMER BREW MENNCHCONPOINORDIBNLUZONBUREAT 
Anall but broken tricycle transports coconuts to Bagabag, 
Nueva Vizcaya to markets that sell "bulo" Julce, a favorite drink | 
| ef motorists during the hot, dry months. 
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INQUIRER southern Luzon a 
Tutor-parents, top pupils share honors 


By job B. Belen. , x Parish, National Power Corp, In September the program 
Tiwi, Albay $ DepEd Secondary Education, kicked off with a series of raining. 
and the religious, media and sessions sponsored by the ELSB,: 


O UTSTANDING PUPILS WERE NOT THE ONLY à academic sectors. including a three-day training for: 


ones who were given recognition when public f Villanueva believed that the Grade 1 teachers and school 


cog laborative efforts were essen- heads, and an Engli jency: 
elementary schools in Tiwi town in Albay held al in de the auey of = pee. qim T 


their graduation rites early this month. public schoolchildren in the teachers. 
Parents, who served as reading gay Naga, tutored four pupils of town. 
tutors to Grade. 1 pupils, also Section 2 at the Naga Elementary Last year, only 200 ofthe more Workbooks 
went onstage to be honored for School, from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m., ev- 3 than 800 examinees qualified for All school principals in the dis- 
their participation in a reading ery Thursday. first year in the public high trict were sent for training 
proficiency program “Sa Pagbasa, A casual employee of the mu- ? school, he noted. Unocal, which operates an 
‘May Pag-asa" (in Reading, There nicipal government and gradu- “The test showed that the com- maintains the town’s geothermal: 
1s Hope). ate of Bachelor of Science in : petency of the high school fresh- energy resource, committed itsel 
‘The local school board, headed Business ‘Administration, men was comparable only to a to put in P1.1 million to the pro-, 
by Mayor Jaime Villanueva, initi- Coralde devoted extra time to 7, s Grade 4 pupil." Villanueva aid. gram, while the local government, 
ated the program at the onset of teach before fetching her child »- Tt also correlated the dismal contributed P400,000 from its 
school year 2005-06. ‘who was in Section 1. ; S. performance of the examinees to annual budget. 3 
Certificates were given to the “I find my teaching stint diffi- their low scores in Reading and The PSAC pledged to take care! 
volunteer parents for the vital cult as itis not within my line of English. of the disbursements and operat 
role they performed in the suc- profession. Later, I learned to en- b “Independent readers or those ing expenses. 
cessful implementation of the joy it even if we were not given 5 who can understand what they — The board allocated funds for 
maiden program, according to compensation for our services,” - N read [comprised] ... less than 20 the reproduction of English and. 
Joselina Florin, a retired schools she said. percent,” the mayor said. Reading workbooks adapted. 


district supervisor who was s = from the Negros Occidental: 
named project coordinator. Independent readers PARENTS attend the "Magura Na, Maestra Pa" program for Resources Schools Division. A royalty fee of 


‘Atotal of 110 parents, most of Volunteer reading tutors in Tiwi, Albay. pesmi After the creation of the ELSB, P8 was paid for each workbook, 
Volunteers them college graduates, passed the municipal government held 2 intended for a 1:1 distribution ra 
Hida Competente, 33, a mu- the screening for the novel read- Grade 1 pupils were considered To the current eight voting total of 23 meetings. Two public oto the papie 
ic Compete was one of ing program. They underwent nonreaders. By March 10,thefi- members eight more “non-vot consultations werebeldnMarch Parent tors bate, Tees ap, 
nical employee, To pupls of seminars and taining, said local ure dropped to only 203, Florin ing” members were added to and July last year, followed by an pointed in every school for he 
Section 4 at the Cale Elementary schools district supervisor Evelyn said. form the expanded local school “education suramit"on Aug.8. nonreaders in the "Magurang na 
School. Umali. ‘Atota of 1,128 (63 percent of board(ELSB) ‘Asa result of the series ofcon- Maestra” (Parents as Teachers) 
BOO ad taught “mostly re- They served the schools near the original number) became in- Under the Local Government ferences, the board crafted a five, component of-the reading pro- 
peaters and slow learners" fom their residences, teaching during dependent readers, 173 were in- Code of 1990 or Republic Act year education reform plan at grae 
Wan Monday, T. "cant perds such as recess, srucional readers” and 278 No. 7160, the budget require set the sage for the innovative, The othe parentes a they 
days. lunch break or after classes. Wecamthefastatonlevel ments of public schools within and pioneering reading project. to become home tutors so they 
YS sactiwasabletomake use “Some of them share 30 min- “Instructional reader are the municipality are handled by The local education specialists could follow up he reading 
of ny atfeoaon, said Compe: utes a day or one houra week to those who can read upon the di- the LSB. The mayor and the De- said they applied the “Synergeia”_ lessons of thes chidren in cu 
of my profession  ducaon tur a group of thee to fie rection of the teachers, while partment of Education's schools principle to see improvements in The progam % now in fn 
course in college. Her child isen- pupils,” Umali said. Thos inthe frustration level can district supervisor serve as co- readingcomprehensionintheba- swing in the 23 elementary 
Tolled in Grade 2 at the same Florin, Umalis colleague and read but have no comprehen- chair. siceducation curriculum. schools in Tiwis 25 villages and 
schoo. parer in the project, said that sion,” said Florin. Last year, Mayor Villanueva “This simply means that the there is no stopping the “synergy. 
She said she was happy to be since the tutoring sessions began approved the ELSB to include community members are com- harnessed from each and every 
past ciatetenticgsttt fue monis ago, te Grade 1 School board iPRsentatiwes from the Liga mired to helping each other and community member 7 
ar ore sehon mason ia her pupils had shown improvement The reading program was ng mga Barangay. Unocal combining all of their memes Inthe coming years, Wheres 
pupils because shes also a par. in reading proficiency spurred by the minicialiy’s ef. Philippines Inc. Parish Social to ensure the smooth flow and va has vowed to put up village; 
ent, she said. nA P mar of the school forts to reconstitute its local Action Commission (PSAC) of success of the reading scheme,” reading centers, especially for 
Shalie Coralde, 32, of Baran- year in June last year 1,781 school board (LSB). the San Lorenzo de Martyrs said Florin. teenagers. 


Colombia mission still 
Profes 


MOCUHUESTIISIPI, 
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By Gil Francs G. Arevalo "e dili 
Tübaco City PX VII 
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fresh to Tabaco priest Calling, ll Fisheries 


F ORALMOST 25 YEARS, HE HAD WORKED AS A 


missionary in Colombia, one of the first wo Fil- | You are invited to attend and actively participate in the 

ipino—and Asian—priests assigned by the Soci- ^ : s = j : eS 
ey of the Divine Word (SVD) to the South American | National Discussion Forum on Fisheries Professionalization 
country during its most troubled times. 


Ree cd eas ee een to be held on April 21, 2006 from 8:00 am- 12 pm 
tuning S5 his year dione | Rebuesssaditwarceumss | at the Ang Bahay ng Alumni, U.P. Diliman, Quezon City. 


for him to witness scenes, 
nor oniy to be with his aling par., scattered bones or body part in 
Ee Pall ts ergs of chested by land nena 
mus swim o uad Sees and upton Highlights: 
pel among the you ween the government” am opem 
'Rebancos was appointed chap- militia forces à e Fisheries licensure 
Nn ior ^ camila care of fer ad "s visi fessionalizing fisheri 
Evasive easy rimi de many Colombians sall be: | © Country's vision on professionalizing fis ieries : 
tov ofhs nly asinine par me moe itens |e Implications of the draft bill, “The Philippine Fisheries 
"twi fll Bene pies HES in the face of near death,” Re- Profession Act of 2006” 
Armando Ecurel of Gubat, Sorso: bancos said. 
fon, to go 0 Bogota, the capital, Amid the strife, he was home- 
Em Aug 15, 1980. ler resi sick, too he said. But he whole- 


Ti d. Ban, Veseucls, hearealy acceped tetett | Resource Speakers: Members of the Professional Regulatory 


Mexico Ecuador and Panama. "would not be that easy to leave his 


Assimilation eod peer eid Board of Fisheries 


At frs. Rebancns feared that ing Organizer: UP Aquaculture Society, Inc. 


Roman Catholic Latin Americans 


uet m "niwcsdtwaisre | Cooperating Agencies: BFAR-Fisheries Resource Management 


"am priest. But with his know very easy for him to start his new 
edge of their language and with mission. He said he had to redis- ji s i SAR’ 
i tl ae ae De du Pipes cibus M Project (FRMP) and DA-Bureau of Agricultural Research (BAR) . 
giosy he easly blended in the could effectively help and guide 

Eomuniy Instantly be regarded the youth. 
meer | tet ote tine oo ere! | For further information, contact 

promos iorpeplete Rips praia Siha | Merlina Andalecio (lloilo: Fax/phone: 033- 3159030; 
eee cay oper | CNAN merlina_andalecio@yahoo.com) or 

though for I was always mistak- Born on Dec. 22, 1951, the | Lj ‘la: 

though for I was abays mink: Bom on De. 22, ist f= | Ligaya Santos (Manila: Tel. (02) 928 8505 local 2121) 

During his eariy years in Bogo- dreamt to become a priest or be 
ta, Rebancos said he was shocked chosen to go to troubled Colom- 
at the “culture of death" in bia in the eariy '80s. 

Colombia, which was then swept He said he wanted tò become a 
by polities unrest. doctor He was a sacristan (altar 

[werte period of drug car: boy) inthe parish in Berangay | NO REGISTRATION FEE! 
tels and armed revolution. Polici- San Amonio and attended high i 
callings and uprisings were ev. school ar the St. Gregory the Great 
trywhere Rebaneos said, and the Seminary in Barangay Panal. But 
CRurehanditsfollowerswereun- he really never thought these 
der extreme thre wouid Jead to priesthood- 

My main mision in the rural" The calling eame after two years 
areas of Bogota and the neighbor- _ in college, when he was inspired by 
ing province of Medellin was to the SVD philosophy on the image 
preach the beauty of the culure of a priest as the “main instrument 
Be and living tor Chrise. ad. In spreading the word of God, for 
Pnie tha I feared also for my life," the world istheir parish" 


ing n internet that transfers information like a laser beam. 


y R 
j p unflagging and with virtually limitless cap: to match any multi-tasking demand of any individual or enterprise 
perience a new kind of business security by running yours on a network that is future proof; a platform that businesses can rely on 
77 and bulld from « Supported by a network with built-in simplicity that enables quick installation, repair, and restoration 


METRO MANILA 
MAKATI CIT) 
BUILDINGS: GT Tower Building - Manansala-Rackwell = PBCOM Tower - RCBCPlaza = West of Ayala 


TAGUIG: 
BUILDINGS: IT Incubator - One McKinley Place « Pacific Plaza. 


CAINTA (GMM East): > 
AREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Village EAst Plecutive Home Subdivision -Youngstown Village = Cainta Greenland 


a f MANDALUYONG/PASI à 
BUILDINGS: Ante! Global Corpordte Center - ASB Malayan Plaza = East Ortigas Mansion - New Medical City - One San Miguel) 
Orien Square- Paragon Plaza - Pioneer Highlands Building - Tycoon Center = Union Bank Plaza + Wyn sim Corporate CHDN Y 


MANILA (GMM West): 
BUILDINGS: Burgundy Transpacific Place + Cityland Malate « Robinson's Mall 
AREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Paco and Sta. Ana (except Punta) - Sampaloc Disftict of Manila and the following B; 
Bray. Amoranto, Sta Teresita, Santol, San isidro Labrador, Sto. Domingo, Loufdes, Paang Bundok, Salvacion, Tatalon, 
ani 


LAS PIÑAS (GI south): 
AREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Las Pinas Village - Rainbow Village® Rib De Janeiro Garden Homes "Sta. Cecilia Subdivision 


r PARARÍAQUI r; 
AREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Multinatiofial Village, Bray. San iisio, Bray. San Isidro, Dela Cruz Cpd.,. Fortunata Village, Garden City Village, 


San Antonio Valley, 4, 6,8, 14, Equity Homes, Sandivil, armen Village, BF Homes Phse 3, Filinvest Subd., Evacom Cy 
atchalian Village 1, 2, Bernabe Subd., Salvador Subd., PSPQ Village 


AREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Bigy. Malinta, Valenzuela and Brays. Maysilo/Panghulo, Malabo 
and Bray Gen,T. De Leon, Valenzuela - Malabon City Square Mall; Gen. San Miguel St. and A. Mabini Galo 


* 


S PASAY : 1 
BUILDING: SM Mall of Asia 2. 
/ QUEZON CITY (GMM North): k 
V BUILDINGS: Lafayette Building - Olympic Heights. E 
j f Bray, Malls 


PROVINCE 
‘ BATANGAS 
BUILDING: SM Batangas 
EA COVERAGE/TOWN: Bray. Antipolo del Sur, Bray. Sampaguita & Sampaguita 


CAVITE: 
BUILDING: SM Molino i 
ÁREA COVERAGE/TOWN: Barcelona 1, 2 & 4 and Sheltertown - Mambog Molino - Bray; Daand Ame : - 
Casimiro Westville, Ligas - San Nicolas - Greensborough & Mary Cris - Imus, Malagasang « Kadi Boss tule a 
Kostal;Green City, Silvertown 4, Granville - Imus 2 = Shapel & Perpetual 8 -ronay oe 
stas Catalina Village & Salawag Main Road - Salawag - Sta, Clara Poblad 


LAGUNA Si ee 

ha. & Véra poy. Dia Boy Dia ie yil ibd, 
tha & Veracruz Homes, Bray, Dita, Bray, Dila, Bray. Jagapo,Milla Susan Subd, 

Boy Banay-Banay, Bray Bigaa, roy. Mamatid, rg Na ; T Bon BaD OSU 
jeg Homes and Carmel Subd., Bray. Majada -Canlubang + Bray. Sto; Angel, Bray, San Diego -Sa 


BULACAN: E : 

ngan Sllsgfid Vics, Marilao - Bigte, Norzagaray - Cay Pombo, Bray, San Jose Patda, Mag siwa 

it, PA tima, Gaya Gaya, Marcela 6 Vill, Loma de Gato, Minuyany Biy Tawang Pari, 
/ Bcc + Longos, Malolos - Makinabang, Baliuag = Paorhong, Bray, sani Roques 

Jose, Calumpit = Santol, Bray, Pulong Gubat, Balagtas- Siling Matanda; Bray. Siing B 


AR AND MUCH M 


SUBSCRIE 


BE PART OF THE NEXT GENERATION. 
FAX THIS TO US AT 894-4751 and 817-9700 
OR VISIT www.mypad.net 
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~ DOJ junks Wang appeal 


No reversal for alleged Roldan accomplice 


By Armand N. Nocum or er ee 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE YESTERDAY | 
threw out an appeal by Suzette Wang, who | 
had been implicated in the alleged kidnap- 
ping ofa boy last year, to drop the case against 
her, a move that appears to have sealed her 
fate asa principal accused in the cri i 
Ina resolution, Justice y 
zales said that “after having carefully exam- 
ined che record, we found that the investigat- 


^w 
flavor — 


Experience the richness and diversity of Medioranean cuisine 
byesvoneg delectable dishes. A showcase o! authentic culinary 
wonders whipped up by Hyatfs local Chefs. 


sponse team after 11 days of captivity. ‘aval for lunch and dinner at Cal A Fresco trom 
EM E Also facing charges were alleged accom- | Ap 18-90, 2008. 
WANG: In hiding after an arrest warrant wasissuedagainstherin pices, Octavio Garces, Romeo Oreajads; | 
aaa aerar ar a aa ereda PAS üreward Rowena Prado, Noel San Andres, Albero Pag- | Frere anna pam cat 039-1234 en sh 
for information on her whereabouts. Tomero danganan and Adrian Domingo. 
FEEL THE HYATT TOUCH 
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B Taguig mayor B Manila cops y What’s e a Poe 
orders ciosure learnart ab instore MN En IM IGRMEE MUR C 
ofvideokebars of interview Oe a for Earth Day — € 
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10% down payment onali ford modeks, << 
stretched payment terms of up to 
6 years or 72 months. 


This dream can only come true with BPI! 


AR : Kd 


Simply text AUTO<space>your full name«space»your landline number<space>city or province mbi 
example: "AUTO MANNY GOMEZ 8456777 Makati City" and send it to 0917-89100-00. 

‘Owning your dream car is as easy as this: 

| Model PO 10% 

i Downpayment 


}Focus1.6MT f 


t 79,900 

!Ranger4x2 MT ; 91,500 
Everest 4x2 MT ! 106,500 
Escape 4x2 AT | 111,900 
Explorer 4x2 AT 179,500 
Expedition AT £ 299,900 


For more information, call the Auto Loans Direct Marketing Hotline at 845-6 
during office hours or 89-100 (24/7). You may also visit any BPI or BPI Famil 


Savings Bank branch, Express Banking Center or any Ford Showroom near o BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Get started ore lomerrow 
+ Prices do not include cost of freight to Visayas and Mindanao. 


er DTENCR Permi No, O50 Sarles cf 200. Sen fers or details. Promo prod: March 22 to Aprl 20 
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METRO IN 
24 videoke bars padlocked in Taguig 


By Jocelyn R.Uy 


THE POLICE CLOSED DOWN 24 
videoke bars in Taguig City on Monday 
night for operating without permits. 

City police chief Supt. Alfred Cor- 
puzand his men served closure orders. 
‘on the owners of the bars after Mayor 
Freddie Tinga received complaints 
from residents who lived near the es- 
tablishments. 

According to the complaints, the 
bars, located in Barangays Western 
Bicutan and Maharlika, were also al- 
legedly used as fronts for prostitu- 
tion. 

Corpuz said signs were put up out- 
side the videoke bars to inform the 
public that the establishments were 
closed for violating tax laws or Repub- 
lic Act 7160. 

"The operation is (also) part of the 
anti-crime prevention program of the 
city government and police as we in- 
tensify out peace and order campaign 
in the city,” the police official said ina 
statement. 

He added that based on. their 
records, crimes like homicide vanti 
physical injuries often occurred after 
or during drinking sprees in pups.and 
other nightspots. 

Tinga, meanwhile, warned of more 
closures after a check on the status of 
all nightspots in the city revealed that 
many were operating without the nec- 
essary permits. 


Mother, baby boy killed in Tondo fire 


By Margaux C. Ortiz. 
and jocelyn R. Uy 


A WOMAN AND HER 4-MONTH- 
old baby were killed in a fire that 
razed a residential area in Tondo, 
Manila yesterday afternoon. 
Arson probers said Daisy 
Maquiss, 23, and Baby Archie 
died of suffocation and burns. 
Investigation showed that the 
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Seminar for cops 
A ONE-DAY seminar will be held this Saturday at 
the Mariia Police Academy to improve the com- 
munication sis of policemen and boost their 
image. "Most policemen are sady stereotyped as 
inarticulate.” said lawyer Geronimo Sy, chair of 
the Marila Jaycees Training Institute which wil 
“conduct the seminar. "With higher interpersonal 
Skis the policemen could be more effective in 
geting justice done,” he added. A total of 40 dis- 
rict and station police oficials wil attend the 
Seminar, ted "Crisis Management and Media 
Relations: Howto do it with Fying Colors,” where 
thay wil be taught basic mass communication 
concepts and public speaking sil. "The semi- 
far is important because law enforcers are regu- 
Tay featured on television and in newspapers as 
part of their dally workin providing immediate 
and sold statements to the public,” Laurence 
Ching. Jyoees committee ch said. "Mania po- 
icemen shouid develop their skits in crisis man 
agement and media relations to prevent them 
from being misquote or misunderstood during 
interviews." he added. 


Margaux C. Ortiz 


Borje writes ‘30 

FORMER political writer David (Dave) Borje. a 
‘war veteran who survived the infamous Death 
March. died Monday. He was 87. Borie, who cov- 
bred Congress and Malacañiang during his more 
than 4D years as a reporter in various news orga- 
nizations, died n his home in Makati. Heis sur- 
Vved by his wite Felipa: chidren Ee, Faith and 
Ruben Manacop: Abi and Dave Jc; Mario and 
Carol Dario and Evelyn; grandchildren Saman- 
tah, Alexa. Patricia, Joshua, Patrick and Julia. His 
remains le at the Central United Methodist 
Church on TM. Kalaw Street, Mania. Interment is 
on Suida. Apr 23, at the Manila Memorial Parc 
in Sucat after the necrological services at 2 p.m. 


Two-day fair set in QC 
to celebrate Earth Day 


A FAIR, “SAMUT SARI 2006," 
‘will be held on April 21-22 at the 
National Ecology Center on East 
Avenue, Quezon City to mark 
Earth Day 

- The two-day event will feature 
stalls stacked with healthy food, 
eco-friendly products, informa- 
tion on green technologies, Fil- 


TREE POWER 
A Hyundai Grace van crumpled likea toy car after part of an old acacia tree fell on it in front of the Ninoy Aquino. 
Sports Stadium in Vito Cruz, Manila. No one was hurt as the van was empty- y 


Maquisa's house at 401-C Perla third floor of the house and was 
Street, trapping both mother and declared under control at 10:17 
baby inside. am. Investigators had yet to de- 
"he fire was put out at 2:27 termine the cause of the fires. 
pm. Fire probers. On Tuesday afternoon, a fire 
fected 23 other houses. broke out in Paraftaque City, leav- 
in the day, another fire ing a man identified as Michael 
ree-story house owned Escobar with minor injuries. 
m on Geronimo Street, The fire broke out cn the sec- 
Sampaloc, also in Manila. ‘ond floor of a two-story commer- 
Fire officials said the fire be 


Galo. The building was owned by 
Felicita Uy, said fire investigator 
SFO2 Felipe Caguing in his re 
port. 

Firemen put out the fire, 
which began at 5:39 pm. 30 
minutes later, before it could 
spread to other parts of the build 
ing 

investigators said the fire 


and earth-friendly demonstra- 
tions, Visitors can also use the. 
fourhectare mini parks picnic 
groves. Meanwhile, The Restora- 
tion and Development of Natural 
Resources headed by Leonarda 
Camacho will also mark Earth 
Day on Saturday in Malacafiang 
with President MacapagalAr- 


ipino inventions, ecoseminars royoasguestspeaker 
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fire began at 1:16 pm. in 


gan at around 9:45 a.m. at the 


cial-residential building at 628 
Quirino Avenue in Barangay Don 


could have been caused by a fan 
which overheated. 


Of thieves and welshers 


FORMER PRESIDENT ERAP TURNED 69 
yesterday. 

At the rate the ousted Chief Executive had 
abused his body (drinking, sexual or gam- 
bling binges that lasted into the wee hours of 
the moming), he should consider himself 
lucky that he's still up and about. 

His remaining days on earth can be consid- 
ereda bonus 

Here's a piece of unsolicited advice to 
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada: Stop abusing your 
body the way your father did his. 

The young Estrada should know his father. 
Erap has a stronger constitution than he. 

Jinggoy's weak body has resulted in his 
collapsing due to exhaustion during gradu- 
ation rites in a university in Northern Lu- 
zon where he was guest of honor. 

According to persons who know Jinggoy, 
he frequently drinks and gambles with his 
buddies. His unhealthy ways have affected 
his work at the Senate. 

That's why he looks like a kabayong puy- 
at (a horse that lacks sleep) every time he's 
featured on TV 

Baka di ka tumagal, Mr. Senator, if you 
don’t mend your ways. 


Dante Jimenez, chair of the Volunteers 
Against Crime and Corruption, says many vic- 
tims or relatives of victims of heinous crimes. 


ON TARGET f LY 


Ramon Tulfo ‘a 


threaten to employ “judicial shortcuts” by 
having the perpetrators killed inside the New 
Bilibid Prisons (NBP) in Muntinlupa, 

This was their reaction to the mass commu- 
tation to life imprisonment of prisoners 
scheduled for lethal injection. 

Vendetta killings inside the national peni- 
tentiary would be difficult under Corrections 
director Vicente Vinarao and NBP Supt 
Juanito Leopando. The two know NBP resi 
dents inside-out. 

Vinarao is a two-term director of the Bu- 
reau of Corrections (formerly Bureau of Pris- 
ons) while Leopando is a career prisons offi- 
cial, having started as a guard. 

But given the Filipino's lack of faith in the 
country’s judicial system, vendetta killings 
outside prison walls will surely go with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's orders practically 
abolishing the death penalty. 

Extrajudicial executions—called "sal. 
waging" in police parlance—of hardened and 

smorseful criminals will multiply. 


Filipinos have a penchant for taking the 
Jaw into their hands. Look at the people of the 
cities of Davao and Cebu who rejoice at every 
death of a criminal at the hands of vigilantes. 

‘The President has only worsened the crime 
situation with her controversial order. 

The government's “study now, pay ater” 
plan for poor students has been scrapped 
because its beneficiaries don't pay when 
they ve found work after graduation. 

So, what else is new? It just buttresses 
my argument in this space (April 13) that 
Filipinos don't pay their debts. 

Ask the banks that lend money. Ask the 
Indian money-lenders who have a hard 
time collecting from debtors. Ask people 
who lend money to their neighbors who 
came begging for a loan but who cannot be 
located on the due date of payment. 

‘Were a nation full of manunuba (welshers). 

‘And thieves, too. Ifyou leave your bag in 
a taxicab, expect it to be returned to you in 
acneina million chance. 

There are very, very few honest cabbies 
and other people who serve the public. 

‘That's why when a toilet cleaner returns 
a bag left by a passenger inside an airport 
toilet, he or she becomes a hero and an in- 
stant celebrity. This goes to show that we 
Jack honesty in this country. 

‘We're a nation of manunuba. 
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JERUSALEMJUST THREE 
weeks in office, the Hamasled 
Palestinian government is fight- 
ing for survival and seeking a 
coalition with other factions to 
Shore up support, waming the 
administrations collapse could 
Spark violence. 

Some Palestinian officials and 
analysts predic the goverment 
might fold within months if inter- 
matonal polial isolation and f 
manca pressures persist, 

"hos pressures are likely to es- 
cainte after the new goverment 
defended a Palestinian suicide 
bombing in the Israeli city of Tel 
Aviv on Monday that kiled nine 
people 

Tamas is sworn to Isat de- 
strucion but has largely abided by 
‘year-old ceasefire. 

"1 cart say there are plans to 
face the stan but the collapse 


minister of 
Reuters. 


Haniyeh on 

added the 

not fall 
Hamas is 


all fronts. 


debt. Israel 


Jewish state 
Protests 


the Palestini 


of the Palestinian Authority would 
‘mean uncontrolled chaos and vio- 
lence,” Nayef al-Rajoub, Hamas 


Hamas Prime Minister Ismail 


quences of bringing down the gov- 
emment would be grave, but 


Tt has inherited $1.3 billion in 


în monthly tax transfers while the 
United States, Europe and other 
countries have cut aid to the gov- 
ernment unless it recognises the 


ment salaries are festering. 
Banks are refusing to deal with 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


The\WORLD 
Hamas-led government fights for surviva 


has prohibited any 


Religious Affairs, told ment 
‘Some analysts said 


Friday said the conse- crisis: 


‘administration would state solution to the 


form a new government. 

"Mamas is not officially admit- 
ting is failure .. but it has discov- 
ered it can't run things alone and to 
preempt a popular backlash, it is 
appealing to others to share this n 
sponsibility,” said Palestinian ana- 


fighting challenges on 
has cut off $55 million 


ys Mehdi Abdel-Hadi 

and disarms. 

Over unpaid govem- 
the government. 


ian Authority, fearing 


lawsuits by the United States which 


dealings with the Hamas govern- 


two options to halt a humanitarian 
s recognize Israel or step aside. 
and allow President Mahmoud Ab- 
bas, a moderate who favors a two- 


‘On Sunday Hamas held talks 
with a dozen rival Palestinian fac- 
tions to ty to persuade them to join 


‘All factions of the umbrella 
Palestine Liberation Organization 


(PLO) had previously refused to 
join, partly due to disputes over po- 
litical programs. 

‘Abdel-Hadi said to form a coali- 
tion with PLO groups, Hamas 
would have to recognize the PLO as 
the sole representative of the Pales- 
tinians and accept a two-state solu- 

Hamas insists it will not bow to 
pressure to recognize Israel and re- 
‘ounce violence. 

Israels intensified artery bar- 
rages of Gaza, in response to mii- 
tant rocket fire, and Monday's sui- 
cide bombing by the Islamic Jihad 
‘group, have added to the dilemmas 
for Hamas. 

Hamas has said it would not ar- 


commercial 


Hamas had 


confier, to 


against Israel B 
criicism from some groups for 
halting its own attacks. 

‘Abbas’s condemnation of the 


Film recreates flight of hijacked 9/11 plane 


NEW YORK—A FILM ABOUT THE HIJACKED 
plane that crashed in Pennsylvania has raised 
questions about whether Americans are ready 
for Hollywood's take on the Sept. 11 attacks, 
but some relatives of those who died support 
"United 93." 

The film, which premieres at the Tribeca Film 
Festival next week, recreates the flight in actual 
time, from takeoff to the hijacking tothe crash. 
Irisan intense re-enactment and even the trailer 
prompted one New York City theater to pull the 
advertisement because of negative reactions 
from customers. 

But Peggy Beamer, whose son Todd Beamer 
died on United fight 93, said that while she 
found the movie difficult to watch, it wasan im- 
portant tory to tell 

"think the timing is very good,” she said 
on Tuesday at a New York press event for the. 
Universal Pictures film. “If it had been one 
or two years after Sept. 11, it would have 


Another baby for Broo 


LOS  ANGELES—ACTRESS 
Brooke Shields, who publicly bat- 
tied Tom Cruise over post-partum 
depression, had a 
baby gir Tuesday, 
her publicist said, 
just as Cruise wel- 
comed his own 
daughter into the 
world. 
, Shields, 40, gave 
Birth to her second 
di with her hus- 
band Chris Henchy 
122 Pat Kingsley told andherhusband Chris 
ARR Henchy 
“Brooke Shields gave birth this 
moming in Los Angeles to baby 
daughter, Grier Hammond Henchy, 
who weighed 3.18 kg and was 50.8 
Kingsley sai. “All are do- 
ing beautifully" Shields gave birth 
justas Cruise's fiancee Katie Holmes 
delivered a baby girl with almost 


miles from S 


BROOKE Shields 


Chuh of 


getthrough! 


fame as the 


It’s a girl for TomKat 


LOS ANGELES—THE TOMKIT- 
ten has arrived. 

Tom Cruise and 
Katie Holmes, the 
public lovebirds 
dubbed TomKat by 
the media, had a baby 
girl. Tuesday, said 
Cruise spokesperson. 
Arnold Robinson. 

The baby, named 
Suri, weighed 34 kg 
and measured 50.8 
cm long, he said. 


location was 


identical dimensions j 


Suluy beauty Shields shot to 


Tes the first child for Holmes, 


been much too difficult.” 

Gordon Felt, who lost his brother Edward, 
said the movie studio had promised to donate 
10 percent of box office takings from the open- 
ing weekend to a fund to create a memorial for. 
those who died on that fight. 

"I don't think theyre profiteering on our sto- 
y? he said, adding that che business of movie. 
companies was to make money 

"The producers spent hours talking to the fam- 
ilies to produce research the actors used to im- 
provise scenes on the plane during the hijack. 

Director Paul Greengrass created a mock-up 
of the plane and filmed the actors improvising 
‘what they imagined might have happened, 
guided by phone conversations that many pas 
Sengers made and by transcipts of fig 
recorders. 

“The film starts with a voice in Arabic reading 
from the Koran and the first few minutes show 
the hijackers praying in a hotel room before 


ke Shields 


a few 
Shields in Los Angeles. 


The two movie stars last year en- 


gaged im an acrimo- 
nious public batde 
through the US media 
over Shieldss use of 
amüdepresams to 
tackle a severe bout of 
postnatal depression 
following the 2003 
birth of her daughter 
Rowan. 

In an interview, 43- 
year-old Cruise, an ar- 
dent member of the 
Scientology, criticized 


Shields use of an anti-depressant t 


her depression. 


e child sar of Louis 


Malles 1978 drama “Pretty Baby”, 
and followed that with the sexy 
1980 hit "The Blue Lagoon." 


APP 


s not disclosed. 


27. Cruise, 43, bas 
‘an adopted daugh- 
ter and son from his 
marriage to Nicole 
Kidman. 

Details surround- 
ing the birth, which 
was planned under 
the tenets of the 
Church of Scientolo- 
gy asa silent proce- 
dure, weren't dis- 


they goto the airport 

The tension builds slowly, with long, drawn 
out scenes of mundane preparations for the 
fight passengers calling home, flight arten- 
anis chatting, fuel being loaded on the plane. 

The story of United 93 is punctuated by the. 
narrative of what is happening at air traffic con- 
trol centers tracking United 93 and the other hi 
jacked planes—two of which crashed into the 
"World Trade Center and another into the Pen- 
tagon. 

In the final scene the passengers zy to over- 
come the hijackers and the plane huries down- 
wards. 

"To me the job of this film isto... create a re- 
sponsible, mature, reasonable narrative of those. 
vents to see what it tells us about where we are. 
today" said Greengrass, director of the action. 
movie "The Boume Supremacy” and "Bloody 
Sunday" about one of the most controversial 
events in Northem Ireland's troubles. Reuters 


E 
daughter are doing IE Holmes and Tom 
Sees cans Lene 
a 


closed. 

About a dozen 
reporters and pho- 
tographers stood 
"The name Surihasitsoriginsin outside the Beverly Hills home 
Hebrew, meaning * where Cruise and Holmes live. 
in Persian, meaning "red rose,” Security officers inside ihe 
the statement said. The baby was compound videotaped the jour: 
born in Los Angeles but the exact nalists. AP 


Michael Jackson's new album 


LONDON--MICHAEL JACKSON, 
gecking to revive his singing ca- 
Teer after his acquittal 
on sex-abuse charges, 
fas teamed up with a 
Jabel im Bahrain t 
record a new album 
fet for release. next 
year, the label said on 
Tuesday. 

A statement re 
leased on behalf of 
Two Sess Records said 
British musie industry 
executive Guy Holmes 
had been named CEO me The statement. 
of a newly formed M The — 47-year-old 
Joint. venture beween Jackson singer one of the top-selling pop 
nd Bahrain royal family member stars of ali time, now lives in the. 
Abdulla Hamad Al-Khalifa. GulfstateofBabrain. Reuters 


Holmes, who now plans o divide. 
his time benween London and 
Bahrain, wil oversee 
the making of Jackson's 
first studio album since 
“invincible” in 2001, 
and also manage the 
stars business interests, 
the statement added. 
"I am incredibly ex- 
cited about my new 
venture, and I am en- 
joying being back in 
the studio making mu- 
sic" Jackson said im 
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suicide bombing and Hamass de- 
fense was also likely to speed a con- 
frontation between the president 
and the Hamas cabinet, analysts 
E 

Tn a speech on Friday, Haniyeh 
accused Abbas of suipping him of 
his powers. 

“Tf this situation continues, I be- 
lieve things are moving towards a 
confrontation unless Hamas re- 
tracts" said Imad Falloyji, a former 
minister and former Hamas ofi- 
cal. 

Political analyst Basem Izidi 
questioned whether Hamas could 
‘govern beyond a couple of months. 
‘The Hamas finance minister has al- 
ready warned of economic collapse 
within months unless aid flows 
back into empty Palestinian coffers. 

“Without salaries people may 
stop going to work, institutions 
‘could collapse and services stop. 


People could go to the streets in re- 
bellion. It could be violent,” Izbidi 
said, 

Hamas has been taken aback by- 
world reaction toward their as- 
sumption of power after trouncing” 
‘Abbas’ Fatah faction in January. 
elections. Some Muslim countries 
have promised to make up the aid 
shortfall, but amounts pledged 
have been small. 

“We were surprised by the Euro- 
pean position in particular, we: 
thought they would ,give us a 
chance and then deal with us,” one 
senior Hamas official told Reuters. 

Hamas has hinted at accepting a: 
‘wostate solution, although Arab 
diplomats and analysts say Hamas 
could not make such a decision 
without causing splits within the 
militant group itself and its mother 
movement, the Muslim Brother 
hood. Reuters 


Floods threaten 160,000 
in southeastern Europe 


BELGRADE—A SWOLLEN TRIB- 
utary of the River Danube rose to 
record levels in Hungary and Ser- 
bia on Tuesday, threatening at 
least 160,000 people and 50,000 
homes as southeastern Europe 
battled massive floods. 
Emergency crews scrambled to 
bolster the banks of the Tisza Riv- 
er that flows into Serbia from 
Hungary after it reached its high- 
est levels in parts of the two coun- 
tries already hit by the flooding. 
Further downstream in Roma- 
nia, the rising Danube forced au- 
thorities to evacuate more than 
4,700 people, mainly in the south- 
ern towns of Calarasi and Fetesti. 
neighboring Bulgaria, thou- 


sands of volunteers joined army- 
troops to strengthen embank. 
ments along the surging Danube 
with sandbags, as the government 
came under political pressure for 
its handling of the disaster 

The situation was expected tp 
‘worsen across the Balkans within 
hours, with heavy rainfall forecast 
later Tuesday or Wednesday, 
adding to the melting snow whic 
has contributed to the flooding. 

The Tisza River rose to £ 
record 9.8 meters in the Hunga- 
ian town of Szeged, and was 
moving south towards the al 
ready bursting Danube, which 
flows on through Serbia, Roma- 
nia and Bulgaria. AFP 
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Bush won't rule out Iran 


that neither the sanctions route nor 


nuke strike 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED STATES ON TUES- 
day failed to secure international support for tar- 
geted sanctions against Iran and President George 
W. Bush refused to rule out nuclear strikes if diplo- 
macy failed to curb the Islamic Republic's atomic 


ambitions. 


Bush said he would discuss 
Iran's nuclear activities with Chi- 
na's President Hu Jintao, who has 
been cool toward sanctions, during 
dis US visit this week, 

Asked if his options included 
planning for a nuclear strike, Bush 
said: “All options are on the table. 
Me want to solve this issue diplo- 
matically and we're working hard 
todoso.” 

But a meeting of major powers 
in Moscow ended without consen- 
sus despite strong US pressure for 
international sanctions. Washing- 
ton believes Iran is trying to build 
bombs but Tehran says it is only de- 
veloping nuclear energy. 

The meeting of deputy foreign 
ministers of the UN Security Coun- 
sls permanent members—The 
United States, Britain, France, Chi- 
na and Russia—plus Germany, was 
called after Tehran declared last 
week that it had enriched uranium 
and was aiming for industrial scale 
production. 

"The No. 3 US State Department 
official, Nicholas Bums, argued 
that sanctions should be imposed 
‘on Iran, but Russia and China are 
resisting and the parties came to no 


spokesperson Tom Casey in Wash- 
ington. 

“Burns raised the issue of some 
form of sanctions and there wil 
need to be further discussions on 
this; he said after being briefed by 
US officials about the meeting. 

The United States, which al- 
ready enforces its own sweeping 
sanctions on Iran, wants the Secu- 
rity Council to be ready for strong 
diplomatic action, including mea- 
sures such asa freeze on assets and 
visa urbs on Iranian officials. 

“Tehran had vowed to continue 
its pursuit of nuclear technology, 
whatever the meetings outcome. 

"Whatever the result of this 
‘meeting might be, Iran will not 
abandon its rights,” Iran's Foreign 
Ministry _ spokesperson Hamid 
Reza Asefi said before the meeting 
ended. 

‘State Department spokesperson 
Sean MeCormack stressed that the 
zoal of the Moscow meeting was to 
Take preparations for decisions to 
be taken in various capitals. 

The International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency is due to report at the 
end of the month on whether Iran 
is complying with UN 


agreement, said State Department demands that it halt uranium 
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BUSH 


enrichment. 

Iran's defiance of world pressure 
to halt its program drove oil prices 
toa record high of $72.64 a barrel, 
raising fears of a cut in supplies 
from the worlds fourth biggest 
crude exporter 

‘Speculation about a US attack 
has mounted since a report in New 
Yorker magazine said this month 
the Bush administration was con- 
sidering the option of using tactical 
mudear weapons to knock out 
Iran's underground nuclear sites. 

China, which sent an envoy to 
Iran to try to defuse the standoff, 
repeated a call for a negotiated so- 
lution. "We hope all sides wil 
maintain restraint and flexibility” 
Chinese Foreign Minisuy 
spokesperson Qin Gang said in Bei- 
jing. 

‘Russia restated its opposition to 
punitive action. "We are convinced 


JU 


——— 


the use of force route will lead to a 
solution of this problem,” said For- 
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Mikhail Kamynin, according to an 
TtarTass news agency report. 

‘Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov urged Iran to suspend its re- 
search and development efforts to 
enrich uranium in a telephone con- 
versation with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Manuchehr Motaki on 
Monday Interfax said. 

'US Sen. Joe Lieberman, a mem- 
ber of the Senate Armed Services 
Commitee, told the Jerusalem 
Post that the United States proba- 
bly could not destroy Iran's nuclear 
program but could attempt to set it 
back by strikes asa last resort. 

“I think the only justifiable use 
of military power would be an at- 
tempt to deter the development of 
their nuclear program if we felt 
there was no other way to doit," he 
said. 

Tranian President Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad, speaking at an annual 
military parade, said the army was 
ready to defend the nation. "It wil 
cut off the hands of any aggressors 
and will make any aggressor regret 
i" he declared. 

While refusing to drop its right 
to enrich uranium for peaceful use, 
ran has offered to work with the 
IAEA. 

The UN nuclear watchdog says 
it has been unable to verify that 
Iran's nuclear program is purely 
civilian but has found no hard 
proof of effors to build atomic 
‘weapons. Reuters 
= 


serit this sson 1 


ii 


"indispensabl 
{lor officers and c 


E po 


RECORD HIGH 

Gold necklaces are displayed ina glass showcase ata jewelry 
shop in Singapore April 19. The price of gold reached its highest 
levelin more than 25 years. we 


No one’s indispensable 
but I won't quit-Rumsfeld 


WASHINGTON DEFENSE SEC- 
retary Donald Rumsfeld, boosted 
by another strong endorsement 
from President George W. Bush, 
said on Tuesday no one is indis- 
pensable but he is not considering 
quiring in the face of criticism 
froma handful of retired generals. 

Rumsfeld, an architect ofthe 3- 
year-old Iraq war who has been a 
lightning rod for criticism, has 
faced an unusual spate of calls for 
his resignation from six retired 
‘generals, They accused him of dis- 
regarding military advice, ruling 
by intimidation and making strate- 
gie mistakes. 

"The president knows, as I 
know, that there are no indispens- 
able men,” Rumsfeld said. "Grave- 
yards of the world are filled with 

people" Critics 

have accused him of bullying se- 

remptuously 

rejecting their advice, such as de- 

ploying more troops in 2003 to oc- 
expy iraq. 

Asked whether he was arrogant 
and autocratic as critics claim, 


"| Rumsfeld said in his typically blunt 
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way "You know me.” He twice of- 
fered Bush his resignation in 2004 
amid the Abu Ghraib prison scan- 
dal. 

‘But Rumsfeld he said he would 
not consider resigning now to ease 
the burden on the president and 
Republicans during a congression- 
al election year. "He (Bush) knows 
that I serve at his pleasure and 
that’s that” 

Asked why he would offer to re- 
sign after Abu Ghraib but not now, 


—— E 


RUMSFELD sanus 
Rumsfeld replied, "Ob, just call it 
idiosyncratic.” 

At a Rose Garden ceremony 
Bush lauded Rumsfeld as he did in 
a written statement last Friday. 

“Don Rumsfeld is doing a fine 
job,” Bush said. "Hes not only 
transforming the military, he's 
fighting a war on terror hes help- 
ing us fight a war on terror: 1 have. 
serong confidence in Don Rums- 
feld. 

“T hear the voices. And I read the 
front page. And I know the specu- 
lation. But I'm the decider. And 1 
decide what is best. And whats 
best is for Don Rumsfeld to remain 
as the secretary of defense,” Bush 
said, 

Rumsfeld doubted there was 
broad dissatisfaction in the military 
ranks over his leadership. Speak- 
ing at Rumsfeld's side, Marine 
Corps Gen. Peter Pace, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff chairman, said he sees no 
such discontent. Reuters 


Chernobyl death toll could 
be higher, says Greenpeace 


LONDON—ENVIRONMENTAL 
group Greenpeace said on Tuesday 
the eventual death tol from the 
Chemobyl nuclear disaster could 
be far higher than official est- 
mates, with up to 93,000 cancer 
deaths aibutable othe accident 

Based on research by the National 
‘Academy of Sciences of Belarus, the 
report said thar of the 2 ilio peo- 
ple globally affected by the Cher- 
Tobyl fallout, 270,000 would devel- 
op cancers as a resuk, of which 
$8,000 would prove fatal 

"The Chernobyl Forum, a group of 
eighe UN agences, and governments 
of Ukraine, Belarus and Russia, has 
esimared an eventual death toll of 
only a few thousand as a result ofthe 
Apri 26, 1996 explosion at the pow- 
plant in the Ukrainian tom of 
Chernobyl. The blast sene a plume of 
radioacóve dust across nonem and 
Weser Europe and as far as the 
easern United Sates. 

Greenpeace anti-nuclear cam- 
paigner van Blokov accused the In- 
femational Atomie Energy Agency 
AEA), the UN nuclear watchdog, of 
‘whitewashing the impacs of the 
mos serious nuclear accident in hu- 
man history" 


1n Vienna, an IAEA official reject- 
ed the accusation, saying it was re- 
sponsible in the Forum only for an 
environmental impact study while 
the casualty figures were drawn up 
by the World Health Organization 
WHO). 

Gregory Haerd, a spokesperson 
for Geneva-based WHO, said it stood 
by its Figures. He said the predicted 
eventual number of extra deaths in 
the hardesthit areas of Ukraine, Be- 
Jarus and Russia was estimated to be 
4,000. 

‘Another 5,000 deaths were pre 
dicted among those who had been 
Ting in Jess contaminated zones of 
the three counties at the time of the 
disaster he added. 

Haerd also noted that WHO had 
not done a Europeanwwide study 
and said Greenpeace figures ap 
peared to assume one, 

“The Greonpence report said that a 
farther 200,000 people in Russia, 
Ukraine and Belarus could have died 
as a result of medical condi- 
tions—such as cardiovascular dis- 
ceases—atbutable to the disaster 
but that there was no accepted 
methodology to calculate deaths 
from such diseases. Reuters 
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GAB meeting 
fetes Pacman 


REIGNING WORLD BOXING COUNCIL INTER- 
national super featherweight champion Manny 
Pacquiao will be declared Boxer of the Year tonight 
during the gala night and awarding ceremonies of 
the ongoing first GAB Philippine Boxing Conven- 
tion at the Hotel Hyart and Casino Manila 

"President Macapagal-Arroyo will bestow the 
national award to Pacquiao and other former 
‘world boxing champions as guest and speaker of. 
the special affair. 

"The event is under the supervision of Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and spearheaded 
by Games and Amusement Board chair Eric R. 
Bubain. 

“This is history in the making for our pro sport- 
ing industry in the country, much more in pro 
boxing,” said Buhain, adding that the event is be- 
ing held for the first time since the establishment 
of the GAB as an agency tasked to regulate and 
‘supervise the conduct of all professional sports in 
the country 

"The launching of this Presidential priority 
program is aimed at creating sound policies and 
avenues for the common welfare and protection 
of Filipino fighters and future generations of as- 
‘piring pro boxers,” Buhain noted. 

‘A special boxing event will also take place at 
the Rajah Sulaiman in Malate tomorrow dubbed 
as the "Rumble at the Bay” with Paba super 
featherweight champion Jun Padema clashing 
‘with Kiatkrerin Kularbdang of Thailand in the 
mainer. ‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


3 RP shuttlers nip Vietnamese foes 


THREE PHILIPPINE SHUTTLERS 
pulled off scrambling wins at the start 
‘of the Robot Vietnam Satellite bad- 
‘inton championships Tuesday night 
at the Phan Dinh Phung Competition 
Hall in Ho Chi Minh City. 

Arolas “Bogs” Amahit, the Filipino 
„No. 4, downed local bet Pham Cao 


Hieu, 21-17, 21-19, while Mark Na- 
tividad and Wilson Frias scored three 
set victories over their respective 
Vietnamese opponents. 

Natividad bundled out Nguyen Van 
Son, 15:21, 21-18, 21-18, while Frias 
turned back Nguyen Duc Ngoc Trieu, 
9:21, 21-3, 21-15, to advance in the 


Streaking B 


By June Navarro 


SAN MIGUEL BEER KEPT THE LONGEST 
streak of the season alive by walloping 
Air21, 117-100, last night in the Gran 
Matador-PBA Philippine Cup at the Arane- 
ta Coliseum. 

Danny Seigle was unstoppable from all 
angles while Danny Ildefonso 
and Dorian Pefia toyed with 
the Express frontline as the 
Beermen zoomed to their sixth 
straight win. 

"We really haven't thought 
about it,” said San Miguel 
Beer coach Jong Uichico after 
the Beermen got back at the 
Express, who booted them out 
in the wild card phase of the 
Flesta Cup last conference. 

The early ouster not only 
aborted San Miguel's bid to 
defend its title but also ended 
the Beermen's streak of 24 
conferences since 1996 where they al- 
ways advanced past the preliminary 
round 

“I didn't use that as a motivational tool, 
‘The players just took it upon themselves,” 
said Uichico. 

Seigle typified the Beermen's fire by 
scoring nine of his game-high 26 points in, 
a third-quarter assault that opened an 85- 
74 spread for the SMB entering the final 
period, 

Tidefonso also had nine of his 23 while 
Pena converted a couple of three-point 
plays in that span to finish with 22 points 
and 12 rebounds. 


DANNY Seigel of San Miguel fires over brothers Yance and Ranidel 


De Ocampo. VRMADS 


tournament. 

But 14-year-old JP Babad suc 
‘cumbed to Vietnam's Nguyen Thanh 
Luan, 2112, 21-8 and RP No. 3 
Jaime Junio dropped a gallant stand 
against Malaysian Kuann Kam 
‘Chung, The Malaysia won, 23-21, 3- 
21,2119. — MarcAnthony Reyes 


‘GAMES TOMOR- 
ROW (Araneta 
Coliseum) 
440pm.—68. 
Luca Realty v5 

Tak NT 
738 pm—Baran- 
uy Ginebra vs 
Red Bull 
GAME SATURDAY 
(Capiz Gymnasium, 
Roxas Cly Capiz) 
440p. —Pur 
foods vs Alaska 


Dondon Hontiveros added 16 points 
and five assists while Brandon Cablaj 
posted his first double figure in a San 
Miguel uniform by drilling in 14 points, 
12 of them in the last quarter. 

“Thad this fear of getting rusty after we 
took a three-day break,” said Uichico. "1 
guess they proved me wrong today.” 

‘The Beermen fortified their 
stranglehold of the lead after 
picking up win No. 8 in 10 out- 
ings while sending the Express 
toa third straight defeat, their 
seventh overall in the same 
number of games, 

‘Turnovers actually hastened 
the downfall of the Express al- 
though they hammered the 
Beermen off the boards, 58- 
41. The Express committed 29 
errors compared with San 
Miguel's 13. 

Wynne Arboleda led four 
other Expressin double figures 
with 23 points on top of 12 rebounds, sev- 
en assists and two steals. 

Renren Ritualo scattered 17 points, Ni- 
mo Cafialeta and Ranidel De Ocampo had 
15 each while Ronald Tubid tossed in 12 
points. 

‘The scores: 

First Game 

‘SAN MIGUEL 117— Selle 26, Ildefonso 23, Pe- 
Ma, Hontveros 16, Cablay 14, Racela 4, Noble 4, 
Kong 2, Lopez2, Adriano 2, Calagulo 2, Gonzales 0. 

'AIR21 100—Arboleds 23, Ritualo 17, Canaleta 
46, De Ocampo 15, Tubid 15, De Ocampo 9, Telan 7. 
Se 2, Dacia 0, Bernardo O, Fran 0. 

Quarters: 27-25, 55-47, 85-74, 117-100. 
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Oa E d iren torti: reperies ee 


Tumutulong magtanggal ng duming naipon sa injectors at pinoprotektahan ang mga 
importanteng parte ng makina. Tatagal ka laban sa kalawang at pagkasira. 


Hindi no kalongan magbayad pa ng sobra pro sa dagdag proteksyon sa makina, 


n. 
Abdon, Tabuena 
FURIA 


CG 


golf Tour 


‘course in Trece Martires, Cavite. 

Abdon highlighted his round with 
an eagle 3 on No. 5 that went with 
three birdies against two bogeys as 
he wrested control with a 213 aggre- 


JOHN KIER ICI" ABDON FIRED 
an eaglespiked 4-under-par 68 to 
seize a four-stroke lead over in Class 
A after the third round yesterday of 
the Callaway Junior World qualiy- 
ing toumament of the Samsung Jun- 
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Lines and Callaway. 


at the Sherwood Hills 


the final 4 holes. 


of year honors 


FILIPINO FRESHMAN JAYVIE AGOJO CLAIMED LOW INDIVIDUAL 
honors while helping eight ranked Pepperdine University capture its 
fith straight West Coast Conference (WCC) women's golf champi- 
onship Tuesday at the Saddle Creek Golf Course in Copperopolis Cali 


fornia. 

"The 20-year-old Agojo tumed ina 
Sover par 221 for 54 holes to nip 
teammate and threedme WCC 
champion Carolina Llano by two and. 
become the fifth straight Pepperdine 
player to bag the title and be selected 
Player and Freshman of the Year by 
the WCC. 

‘All five Pepperdine players actual- 
ly finished in the Top 10 to help the 
Waves to an 899 tally and a 25-hot 
ictory over San Francisco. 

‘Santa Clara (952) was third, fol- 
lowed by Gonzaga (973) and Port- 
land (984). 

"Tam pleased with the result and 
happy for Jayvie,” head coach Laurie 
Gibbs said. "We played well through- 
out the tournament and we are look- 
ing forward to carrying that momen- 


vidual 


tum into the NCAA Regionals sched- 
uled May 11. 

“t is an impressive accomplish- 

ment for a freshman to capture indi- 

medalist honors,” 
Gibbs, “It should provide her with a 
Jot of confidence as she heads into 
her first NCAA Regionals." 

‘Sophomores Leanne Bowditch 
and Marina Choi tied for fifth place 
"with 2295 while junior Eileen Vargas. 
tallied 234. All five Waves were 
named AIAWCC. 

Gibbs was named the confer- 
'ences Coach of the Year for the sec- 
‘ond year in a row and seventh time 
n the last nine years. 

‘The Waves will be making their 
ninth straight regional championship 
appearance and 10th overall 


added 


‘Wolen Superal, Miguel Tabuena, 
JR Gonzales, Rupert Zaragosa and 
Shailesh Vosandani also led their di- 
visions in boys play the qualifier 
moves to Canlubang next week for 


‘The giis leaders were Bambee 
dela Paz, Mia Picco, Regine de Guz- 
‘man, Princes Super, Rachita Vasan- 


ahead in Junior World 


gate in this 108-hole qualifier backed 
chiefly by Samsung, Philippine Air 


dani, Mia Legaspi and Chloe Reyes. 

Other sponsors are Tillest, 
Mizuno, La Jolla, Taylor Made, 
Wilson, Ping, ‘Auto. Magic, 
Unilever, MMCI Air Liquid, Ingum- 
tn Golf and Michael Guy. 

"The third round results: 

iss K Boe 213 Jom Kar Aon 
75708, 217 Meo Ye 74-79-70, 222 Miko 
Nipniro 7273-77, Gri 23 Bambee dle 
Pat 77-7682, 285 Dele de Vila 8-77-77, 
235 ys Sups 89471 
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qualifier 


(ass B (13-4) Boya-234 Wolo Supe Yo 78:72-77; Gs 249 Princnss Supa 5 
T7684, 212 Calos Tro E279, 248 81-83, 274 Daniela Uy (59-0, 20 Fela 
Mar Puyat 708287; Gis-24 Ma Peso Medal 96-9440, 
77040, 234 Page de Gumman 8974-77, Class E: Boya-185 Rupert Zaragosa 65-6 
235 Oyra Rodiqua 76-75-84 59, 190 Justin Dy 676340, 205 iet 
Class C (11-12}-8oys-231 Miguel Tatuora Garo 967049, Gts: 201-Rachita Vasan- 
76:79:76.230 Rania Fung 78-76-78, 2598In0 dari 69-62-70, 201 Ma Lugo 67-72-02 
his Paz 8-805, Git 228 Dall rina 76-_ClssF: Boys-198 Saleh Vasandani S8- 
7178. 225 Nashon Lapi 70-7679, 238 74-85, 219 Ryan Monshe 78-08-72, 286 
Katya cela Cu 7281-8, Miod Rules 059407, Giis-258 Cioe 
‘hss 06-10): Boys- 219R Gonos 68- Rays 820440, 280 sine ura 8740- 
7971, 224 AR Ramos 767672, 25 Mig 80,285 Ashia Mar Nocum 91-47-37 


" Valley's Tuason 


|, THE FIRST BATCH OF PLAYERS 


JAYVIE Agojo makes her presence feltin the US. 


Olympiad-bound So joining Dubai tilt 


"TAGAYTAY CITY—THE YOUNGEST 
tumed out tobe the brightest. 

Fide Master Wesley So ruled the 
final playoffs of the National Chess 
Championship ‘Tuesday, becoming 
the youngest ever member of the 
Philippine team to the Chess 
Olympiad a 12 years old. 

So beat National Master John 
‘Paul Gomez in the fourth round and 
then drew with NM Rolando Nolte in 
the fifth and conduding round to top 
the sixman playoffs with 3.5 points 
and eam the last slot for the RP 
‘men's team to the biennial event set 
fn Turin, Italy; from May 19 to June. 
= 


"She fourhand lastwomenis team tem Mark 


3 V-League 
teams make 
debut today 


THE THREE NEW TEAMS IN THE SHAKEYS V- 
League get their baptisms of fire early when they 
all see action ar the opening of the fledging volley- 
ball leagues second conference Saturday at the 
Blue Eagle gym. 

‘Philippine Christian University and Adamson 
tangle in the 3 p.m. contes before Ateneo tests the 
University of the Fass Lady Warriors in the sec- 
oid game at 430. 

"Niere happy to be here in the VLeague but 
‘we're not just here to play but also to win, said 
PCU coach Butch Odron, who steered the Dol- 
Pins to the 2003-2004 NCAA tts 

-Included in the PCU lineup are guest players 
Amy Cojuangco and Lani Cervantes, Grace 
Magtibay, Romalyn Manzano, Arlene Bemardo 
and libero Jannette Barrera. 

“Adamson, on the other hand, will ean on the 
national team mainstays Cherry Rose Macatangay 
and Rubie de Leon, who will be the guest players 
for the team that also placed second în the UAAR 
the University Games and the Torribios Cup last 
year 

facatangay,an Adamson alumna, is one of the 
cunas top spikers, while de Leon, who played 
college ball for perennial UAAP champion Santo 
"Tomas, is a vaunted serer, 

"What have here isa solid team that can chal- 
lege any team for the crown,” said Adamson. 
cach Dulce Pane, 

Providing support for Macatangay and De Leon 
are Christine Andave, Rizza Laguiler Jacklyn So, 
Pauline Mendoza, Hannah Suarez and libero Don- 
alpn Ada 

‘The event is being presented by Shakeys and 
bed by ABCS, Mikasa and Accel, The V- 
Lengue second conference will be played Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. ABC will air 
the games every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
from4i30106:30 pm. Marc Anthony Reyes 


B 


slot went to WIM Beverly Mendoza, 
who bested WNM Shercila Cua in an 
extended S-minute playoffs, 1.5-0.5, 
at the Sunflower Hotel here. 

So, an incoming freshman of St- 
Francis College System in Bacoor 
Cavite, wil join seeded Grandmas- 


Nava, respectively, 


Paragua, Bugene Torte 
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and Joey Antonio and outright quali- 
fiers NM Darwin Laylo and FM Oliv- 
er Dimakling in the biennial meet. 
Showing the form that made him 
joint first placer in the 11-12 division 
Of the 2005 World Youth Champi- 
onships in Belfort, France, So also 
drew with Intemational Master 
Petronio Roca, beat NM Mirabeau 
Maga and drew with NM Roderick 


So, accompanied by his father 
William, will leave for Dubai tomor- 
ow to compete in the Dubai Open. 
"Their ip is being supponed by the 
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Of- 
fice through director Strike Revilla 
and Flay Marketing CEO/presi- 


dent Hector “Chita” Tagaysay. 

Nava and Nolte fell shor of catch- 
ing up So with 3.0 poins each. 

Cabanatuan Citys Mendoza will 
join WIM Sheerie Joy Lomiboo, 
WNM Catherine Perena and WNM 
Sherly Cua in the women's team to 
the Olympiad where shell be mak 
ingher fifth straight appearance. 

‘Both Mendoza and Shercla Cua 
finished the playoffs, hosed by 
Tagaytay City Mayor and National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines 
secretary general Abraham "Bam- 
bol” Tolentino under the helm of 
NCFP president Rep. Prospero 
"Butch" Pichay, with 20 points. NM. 
Marion Bernardino 


UAAP to resume 
La Salle probe 


“THE UAAP BOARD WILL START ITS DELIBERA- 
tion on the la Sale eligibility case after the 
leagues fact-finding committee presents its find- 
ings and recommendations to school representa- 
tives na board meeting tomorrow. 

"Sources said league officials have reserved fu 
ture dates next week in the event that no final de- 
cision will be made on the the collegiate scandal 
involving Archers Mark Benitez and Tim 
Gatchalian 

The fiveman investigating panel said las 
March that it only needs to “summarize and com. 
plete” its report based on interviews from key per- 
Sonate involved in the controversy. 

Suspension from the league is among the poss 
ble punishment La Salle could face for unwitingly 
fielding them in the UAAR Jasmine W Payo 


Santillan stakes OPBF title 


[REIGNING ORIENTAL AND PACIFIC BOXING 
Federation welterweight champ and WBC No. 11 
Rev Santillan of the Philippines will defend his ti- 
tle today against Japanese Hiroshi Yamaguchi in 
12 rounds at the Korakuen Hall in Tokyo, Japan. 


“The southpaw Santillan (22:2-1, 16 KOs) wil risk 
the bekt he regained from Kazuhiko Hidaka last 
December Yamaguchi (140-1, 10 KOs) has yet to 
drop a bout since his debu in 2001. Trainer Brix 
Flores let with Santillan. Salven Lagumbay 


Jota shatters drag race 


ROSARIO,  BATANGAS— 
Blanche Racing driver Dave Jota 
shattered his own record four 
times before bagging the 
Bcrown recently in the kickoff of 
the 2006 Red Horse-PCSO Na- 
tional Drag Racing Champi 
 onship Series at the Drag Strip of 
the Batangas Racing Circuit. 
The 29-year-old Jota broke. 
is three-month record of 
11.833 seconds right on his 
first qualifying run with 


11713 


Em 


seconds 
proved it to 11,666 seconds 
on his second try. 
when 

thought it would be the best 
he con do, Jota clocked a new. 
record of 11.609 in his first 
Quick 8 faceoff agaínst Con- 
rado Estrada of Team Ready- 
‘Ado Motor. He capped his vic- 
tory with the new best time of 
11,5836 seconds in the finals 
against Mico Vinadao. 


and im- Jota, however, wasn't as 
luéky in the Pro Class where. 
he was booted out by Giovan- 
ni Garcia of W. Autosports in 
thequarterfinal round. 
Winning the other classes 
were Edel Caraan of Group N, 
lan Verdeflor of Good Guys 
and Bong de la Cruz. Call 
BRC Operations Manager Ro- 
dini Rivera or Nelson Gayola 
‘at (632) 817-2241, 729-5365 
orfax 815-1241 for details. 


everybody 


Centennial Cup 
blasts off today 


"The Tuason Centennial Cup, pre- 
sented by Smart Communications 
for the second straight year, stakes 
prizes worth over P5 milion with a 
hole-in-one package that includes a^ 
Mitsubishi Lancer, Suzuki APV and 
Yamaha golfeat 

Raffle prizes totaling P2.5 million 
topped by a Yamaha golf ca, a 
Rolex watch, a Mizuno golf set and 
hybrid clubs, and household appli- 
ances will be given away. 

"Thetoumamentis backed by Arm- 
scor, Caltex Phils. Comadore Sports 
and Leisure, PCSO and Makati Sky- 
lime as major sponsors. Premium 
sponsors are Bristol Myers Squibb, 
Giroula/Macrovam, Citibank NA, 
Dental B, DHLAWWW Expres, En- 
Tiquez Sceury GMA 7, Havi Food 
Services, Oriental Assurance, PNCC, 
Seca, Sunbot, Unilever, Unilab, 
‘Wyeth Nutrtdonals 


from among the record 840 partici- 
pants in the seventh Valley Golf and 
Country Club's annual member- 
guest roumament tee off today at the 
Championship south and executive 
‘courses in Antipolo. 

‘Dubbed as the Don Celso Tason 
Centennial Cup, this years touma- 
ment commemorates. the 100th 
birthday celebration of Valley’ prime 
‘mover and one ofits founders. 

Fist Gendeman Mike Arroyo, a 
nephew of the tournament honoree, 
will lead the hitting of the ceremoni- 
al balls at 6 am. Arroyo is teaming 
'up with Martha Tuason for the 36- 
"hole competition spread out in four 
days. Also expected on the first tee 
are cousins Bolo, Emilio, Konkoy 
and Butch Tuason as well as Valley 
president Louie Reyes and organiz- 
ing committee head Joey Salindong. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Makati Dasmarifias Rotary golf 

THE ROTARY Club f Makati Dasmariñas cf R1. Ost 3830 wil hod s 2nd An- 
Teal Got Dudes and Hot Babes Golf Toumament tomorrow atthe Sherwood Hils 
Got and Counry Ciub in Gen. Tas, Cavite. Tournament chair and immediate past 
restent Dr Joj Tan expects more tan 100 players to participate. RCMO president 
Tanyer Gia Lm sid the events held yearly to celebrate the chis achiavemenis in 
comuniy service and at the same me raise money for the next Rotary year Tour- 
Tamant tickets are priced at P2000 each, Including the players’ green feos, lunch, 
Tate andi giveaway. Majar sponsors are San Miguel Corp. Duty Free Phils, Nissan 
Motors (UN Ave; and Sherwood Golf and Country Cub. Hole-in-one prize S a Nis- 
Son Senta 8 For detal, contact Dt Tan at 890-2824. 


Gov. Reyes Chess Cup May 5-8 

THE COUNTRY'S top players will be competing in the Gov. Joel Reyes Open Chess. 
Cnampionstip sted May 5-8 atthe Pro«nc Capt of Puerto Princesa C 
Pavan Organized by provincial adminisrator and National Chess Federation of ihe 
Plopnes vie president ar Romeo Seratutias an sponsored by tne provin- 
tad vemmento Palanan, the evert tls P128,000 in prizes. The champion gets 
0 00, terunesup P0000, eid placar P20,000, the uh placer, 
10.000 an the fith placer P000. The Sth to 1th pacer wil receive P2000 
{ad NCP president Rep. Prospero "Butch Pichay Jc and secretary general and 
Tagaytay Gy Mayor Abraham “Bambo Tonino have been rd to grace the 
‘pening tes on May 5 For detale, contact Carlo Abugado at 0910-6758671 and 
Ager Seratunias at 00157508967 or 0917-3964788. NM Marion Bemardino 


Arbiters, trainers, coaches seminar 
THECHESSMATES arbiters, ters and oopaches seminar wil be held on May 6 
Tat a.m at Ihe training hal of ne Rizal Technological Universi, Boni Avenue, 
Mantayong Cy To grace ne opening ceremony are National Chess Federation of 
The hippie president Rop. Prospero "Butch" Pichay, Mandaluyong Mayor Nep- 
{al Gonzalez Jt and RTU President De. Jose O. Macaballug. Registration fee is 
P2,000. cse of food paricipants bag shit and othar paraphernalia. Facia- 
Tors are Dr. Jenny Mayor me naoral execute champion, Intemational Arber 
ene Polaron, lematonal Master Rodolo Tan Cardoso Expedia Goo Sr. and 
tora ter Jes Bermejo Contact Dr: Mayor at 704-9775 09194782209, enl- 
ter Yasay 08169838765, exar Winston Pedron 09276345523, Francis Ger 
ana 9416761/ 06185118440, overdo 0915907050, M Een Bagamas- 
d 08108089996 and Edna Suede at 8705867. Ni Marion Beato 
Texas Hold-Em Poker tilt April 22 

CASINO linc Angles prepares oho the 2nd Texas Hok-Em Poker Touma- 
trenton Apr 22 a he Caio Snokwan Lounge Registration stars t 12am. 
he event expected o give i and exctemert to participants as thousands of 
es n casi and othar consolation pres await 10 winners. natn, falis 
Ai get a cnans to compete lor ne championship trophy, a god coin and a sou- 
Ven cot Buy in and ety feas aro PS 000 and P1 DO, respecte For inquies, 
Tal te casinos concrge at (048) 825-7604 or marketing selon at (048) 892- 
5073 to 74 local 208r 219. 


LPC cockfest slates 52 fights 

‘CAVITE ae Mero Manta cockers clash in Las Pinas Coseurs specia! 3- cock: 
tary featuring 52 ighis today A cash re 0000 isat stake in is event, 
"ich wil ba sted by Angel Tenadero Ens must be submitted unit 2 p.M: An- 
"er 3. cock dry fres otl at PC on Apri 30 with Romy Bustamante of Las Pas 
GS host Meanwhile, LPCS regular hackigt schedules rom Monday to Sunday, 
ere a bonus of 29,000 ava e rst 20 winners, For delats, cal 873 -1040 and 
E 

Camarines Sur hosts 4-cocker 

THE Mandaragat Promations 4-Cock (Teras) Derby wlt be held at the Penalrancia 
Colesum in Boy. San Vicenta, Mor Camarines Sur tomorrow with Thunders 
furan Condoner as main backer. The ovont stakes a P300 000 guaranteed 
Casi prizo. Day promoter i Rudy Penaradondo (Mandaragat). Contact Vic 0916- 
6477509 and Danny 0016-6011824. 


mark four times 


DAVE Jota (right) tralis at the greenlight sign but romps off with a 
‘new record time of 1 1.583 seconds to win over Mico Vinadao. 
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GAMES TODAY (Obr Coley Sports Canter) 
2pm—TaleTech vs ape-PCU 
A pm.—eranny Goose vs Toyota Otis 


IF COACH LOUIE ALAS HAS HIS WAY, 
there should be no more end-game 
rallies for the Toyota Otis Sparks. 

Thus, the Sparks will try to get off fast 
and finish strong when they tackle 
‘Granny Goose Tortillos in the PBL Unity 
Cup at 4 p.m. today at the Olivarez Col- 
ege Sports Center in Parafaque. 

“We have ro play smart basketball from. 
start to finish. We have to start well and 
mor jus play catch up.” said Alas, noting 
that the Sparks have been relying on 
‘comeback efforts in their last three games. 


Tagaytay 
five wins : 


Games Today (CP. Tinga Gym) 
Sp.m—Bacchusiarbour vs Laguna 
7pm—Parataque vs Taguig (Pagadian) 
6pm.—lgan vs Pagadian 


TAGUIG CITY—BATANG TAGAY 
tay rode on the steady performance 
of big men Rodel Mallari and Arden 
Guiyab to spank Laguna-Sta. Rosa, 
8266, Tuesday night and grab a 
share of the northern division lead 
‘with idle Spring Cooking Oi-Para- 
aque in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy- 
NBC national basketball champi- 
onship at the CP Tinga gym here. 

‘With gunner Tito Reyes sruggling 
throughout, Mallari and Guiyab com- 
bined for 28 points to power NBC ex- 
cutive vice president and Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino’ Tagaytay bets to 
their second win in three games. 

‘The Pistons of Gov. Teresita 
"Ningning" Lazaro and Sta. Rosa 
Mayor Joey Katindig suffered 
their fourth straight loss in the 
tourney sponsored by Panasonic, 
Sulpicio Lines, Natures Spring 
Mineral Water, Spring Cooking 
Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly Light- 
ings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

"The game was close in the first 
half, which saw Tagaytay lead by 
only two. 


A key acquisition, though, has 
‘buoyed the hopes of the celar dwelling. 
TeleTech Titans going into their 2 p.m. 
date with the Hapee-PCU Teethmasters. 

TY Tang, the 5foot8 starting point 
guard of the La Salle Archers, will be 
Suiting up for the Titans starting today. 

“He's a fine player, he will be an as- 
set to the team, said coach Jerry 
Codiñera. "We hope to stop our losing 
streak with him." 

"Toyota Otis displayed resiliency af 
ter pulling off come-from-behind vic 
tories against TeleTech and the 
league-leading Montana Jewels. 

But luck ran out on the Sparks when 
their rally fll short versus the Magnolia. 


LUZON ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND 
Universes and Colleges (Lasuc) surged 
ahead in the fist day of the inaugural 
Philippines Association of State Colleges 
and Universes (Pasuc) National Olympics 
at the Marikina Sports Complex Tuesday 
Lasuc dominated the first doy of swim- 
ming and athletic, grabbing a total of 36 
gold 18 silver and 2 bronze medals. Min- 
anao Association of State Colleges and 
University Foundation (Masel) was at sec- 
ond 6 gold 10 silver and 11 bronze medals, 
followed behind by Visayas Association of 
State universities and Colleges (Vasu) with 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 


Tortillos face Sparks; 
TeleTech meets Hapee 


Spinners, 81.77, last Tuesday 

Despite the explosive performance 
of Fil-Am Joe Devance, the Sparks 
saw their three-game winning streak 
end as they fell into a tie with Rain or 
Shine for second place at 4-2. 

The 6-foot-7 Devance delivered 29 
points, nine rebounds and three blocks. 

Kelvin dela Peña shone in Granny 
Goose's 62-61 triumph over defend- 
ing champion Rain or Shine, scoring- 
seven of his 15 points in the fourth 
qu uding the game-winner 

The Tortillos seek their fourth 
win with Dela Pena teaming up 
with big men JR Quinahan and Al- 
fie Gijaldo. Jasmine W. Payo 


HEADLESS SWIMMER: An unidentified bet churns the pool in the Pasuc Olympics. 


Lasuc bets lead Pasuc 


gold 1 silver and 8 bronze medals. 

In athletics, Mascufs Cherrylou M 
init copped two golds. Maiinit ruled the 
women's shot put with a heave of 
javelin throw with 


Lasuc found its chest of gold on RTU- 
based swimmer Reneeza Velayo who 
reaped three golds. 

"The inaugural Pasuc Olympics features. 
basketball, volleyball, athletics, swim- 
ming, chess, football, baseball, softball, 
badminton, sepak takraw, taekwondo, 
tennis, table tennis and boxing. 


MANY ARE THE CRITICS OF GRAHAM LIM, 
the embatted secretary general of the ex 
peledomshe Olympic movement Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines (BAP). 

"The critics accuse Graham Lim of mas- 
terminding the downfall of Philippine bas 
kebal on the world stage. And that was 
because he kept on sending abroad teams 
that were not worthy of international play. 

Well, understand please the nuances of 
Graham Lim's position. 

You are the sec-gen and like most sec 
gens, you have almost complete control of 
everything 

Graham Lim had the BAP almost by the 
neck because the then BAP president had 
puny, if not tiny (pun intended), powers to 
rule his turf. By choice, I believe. Why, be- 
cause Tiny Literal had been too ill to per- 
form his duties well as BAP pre-sdent. Left 
with no choice, Tiny had to entrust, wholly, 
the leadership reins to Graham Lim. 

The result was a virtual one-man rule by 
Graham Li 

He formed squads that were almost worthy 
only of joining inter barangay tournaments 
n fact, only when Graham Lin's team was 
beefed up by A21 players that that team be- 
came tly bod ready One such team, with 
John Ferriols as its mainstay, won a touma- 
ment in Mainland China a while back. 

With almost unlimited powers, Graham 
Lim ran the BAP ke his own parior, dispatch- 
ing players for overseas bartes plucked from 
areas not known to breed basketball greats 

Mainly there was PCCr, known admit- 
tedly as producer of the finest policemen in 
the country but not basketball talents t for 
the PBA, if not international play. 

Nobody would have minded, except that 
such teams would finish last most of the 
time, or near the cellar. 

The height of idiocy happened when a co- 
median-iddled squad from Parañaque de- 
feated a Philippine team that was supposedly 
deepinto training for a mission overseas. That 
drew fiak from the crazed cage fans of this na- 
ton whose wel Loved religion next to Catholi- 
ism was basketbal! In shame, the team was 
disbanded. Before we knew i, its coach, 
Boyzie Zamar, had flown to Indonesia for a 
coaching job. Nor long after, the Philippine 
Olympic Committee (POC) general assembly 
expelled the BAP from the POC. 

Even before all this had happened, Gra- 
ham Lim was batting another war more 
pressing than turf rights: Seeking Filipino. 
Citizenship amid the diabolical scheme of 
two of his former BAP associates to have 
him deported for being an alien. 
|. Recently, he was arrested and ordered 
L deseri y whom, this country of end- 


The saga that is Graham Lim 


SPECTATOR K E 
"T 
= 

ALS. Mendoza fix 


less imperfections wants to know. What, | 
Raul Gonzalez did it? 1 

But even before we could decipher who or- 
dered his ares, who ordered his deportation, 
the Court of Appeals came to Graham Lim's 
rescue by ordering his release from the cus- 
tody ofthe Bureau of immigration. His depor- 
tation to Taiwan had also been deferred. — | 

For 19 days, Graham Lim suffered the ig- 4 
nominy of being detained and the telling 
pain of getting hospitalized due to hyper- 
tension brought on by tension and anxiety. 

Staggering back to home sweet home, Gr 
ham Lim may have lost several associates but 
remains unbroken in spirit—unshaken, stead- 7 
fast in his fight to eam Filipino citizenship. 

Where will they deport the man who was 
born and raised in the Philippines, nobody 
knows. 

China will not accept him because he is 
nota Chinese citizen. 

"Taiwan will not accept him either even ifhe 
allegedly travels using a Taiwan document. 

When will they make him Filipino, no- 
body knows. 

Why they continue to deny his application 
for Filipino citizenship on a mere technicality 
defies logie. If he were sumamed Toh instead 
‘of Lim, would it have mattered? 

“Twice, Malacañang has denied his appeal not 
tobe deported. Yet, he remains undepored. 

What mystery surrounds this man, what 
cloak protects him from banishment 

Definitely Graham Lim is more than just 
a basketball man. 

‘Who is this man, not even Go Teng Kok, 
Graham Lim's long-time benefactor, knows 
the answer any longer. 

‘When will his saga end, I do not have the 
slightest hint 

FASTBREAK Is all systems go for the 3rd 
Rey Berroya Cup, the nations most presti- 
gious invitational shooting event, on April 22- 
23 at the Quezon City Police firing range, 
Camp Karingal, QC. The PPSA-sanctioned 
Level 1 match features 5 action-packed pistol 
and 3 shotgun stages. Proceeds of the shoot 
wil go to the bumed and crippled children 
under the care of Maharlika Shrine Oasis and 
‘The Green Initiatives inc. 


Comments to menju@pldtdsl.net 


Spring Oil rips Pearl Hotel-EAC for victory No. 4 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SPRING 
Cooking Oil made it four in a row, 
blasting Pearl Hotel-Emilio Agui- 
maldo College, 76-60, Tuesday in 
the 2006 Picaa Open basketball 
tournament at the EAC gym in 
Manila. 

The Cooking Oil Masters of na- 


The scores: 

TAGAYTAY 82—Valar 16, Gub 12, 
Marquez 11, Cando 9, De Guia 9, Robios 
6. Mendoza 4, Diaz 4, ria 3, Moody 2, 
Mordano 2, Reyes 2, Joe. 

LAGUNA 66—Nugul 18, Proceso 1 
Domingo 2, Alina 7, Natividad 6, Ma- 
mangon 3, Sy 3, oda 3, tan ,Futlas 
0, Baylon 0, Aquino 0 

Quarters: 13-12, 34-32, 69-51, 82-66 


tional shooter Nathaniel "Tac" 
Padilla drew balanced scoring 
fom Aldrin Morante, Danny 
Capobres, Mar Reyes and Rodel 
Manuel to frustrate the H 

and move within a win 

pleting a first round sweep of the 
tourney sponsored by Chloe 


Lightings and Tomish Caffe. 
Morante scattered 12 points and 
‘orchestrated the plays for Spring 
which led from start to finish. 
‘Capobres and Reyes added 10 
points apiece while Manuel con 
tributed 9. 
Nino Songco carried the fight 


for Pearl with 14 markers. 

Overshadowed by Spring's tri- 
umph was Wang's 83-74 win over 
UPMighty Filter Kings in the oth- 
er game. 

The scores 

SPRING 76—Naranie 12, Capobes 10, 
Reyes 10, Mamei 9, tna 7, Tango 7. De 


Casto, Yabo 4, Soriano 3, Yee 2, Cuenca = 
2, Bamon 2, No t. 

PEARL-EAC 60—Songco 14, buen, 
12, Manansala 9, Baybay 8, Buenafe 5, 
Hubalde 5, Samious-Uy 4, Valderama 2,6. 
Casio 1, Tejada O, Anzures 0, J Casto 
0, De Guzman, Musni 0. 

Quarters: 15:13, 37-29, 51-43, 76-60 
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TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 
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PHILADELPHIA—ALLEN IVER- 
son and Chris Webber did not 
play because of injuries, 
4/7. did not show up in the 
GEE locker room until tipoff 
aNs and missed the Philadel- 
phia 76ers' 91-88 win over the 
New Jersey Nets on Tuesday 

night. 
The76ers wil fine Iverson and Webber for not 


being at the arena 90 minutes before the game 
against the Nets, and the duo might not make the 


trip to dose out the season in Charlotte on 
Wednesday. 

King said he knew at Tuesday momings 
shootaround that Iverson and Webber would be 
given the home regular-season finale off because 
Of injuries, But King did expect the Sixer leading 
scorersto beat the game. 

Andre Iguodala had 27 points for the Sixers, 
Willie Green had 14 and Steven Hunter 10. 

Lamond Murray scored 19 points for New Jer- 
sey, Vince Carter bad 16 and Jacque Vaughn 
added 13 assists. 

Tnothergames,itwas: Atlanta 103, Miami 100; 
‘Washington 116, Milwaukee 103; Memphis 101, 
LA Clippers 95; Sacramento 111, Seattle 105 

‘in Washington, Gilbert Arenas scored 31 of his 


" Sixers fine C-Webb, Al 


43 points in the second half, and Washington 
overcame a career-high 43 points from Michael 
Redd. 

Redd and Arenas combined for 62 points in 
the second half as the two catalysts dueled with 
playoff intensity for the chance to avoid Detroit, 
Miami or New Jersey in the first round. Rarely 
Tas such a fuss been made over fifth place, butno 
one wants to face one of the top three seeds 
‘when Cleveland, renuming to the playoffs akter a 
Jong absence, isan available opponent at No. 4. 

The victory gave the Wizards a one-game lead 
over Chicago and Indiana and a 1/«ame lead 
over Milwaukee. AP 

'e NBA on SOLAR SPORTS Mee vs Mest (8 
am) 


Knicks legend picks Spurs, Pistons 


NEW YORK—WALT “CLYDE” 
FRAZIER, the Hall of Fame 

point guard who led the New 
York Knicks to NBA titles in 1970 

and 1973, expects this years play- 
offs to produce a rematch between San 


t 
" 


Antonio and Detroit in the Finals. 


tage and th 
them to the championship." 


seven games fo the Spurs 
nals, dropping the finale in San Antonio. 


Frazier, a TV commentator on Knicks 


cause the Pistons have home court advan 
might be enough to catapult 


The Pistons, champions in 2004, lost in 
the 2005 Fi- 


vorite," added Frazier, who said Miami was 
le more than a two-man team featuring 
Dwyane Wade and Shaquille O'Neal. 

“Out West, T think Denver could be a 
darkhocse, the Suns, the Spurs, Dallas—its 
going to be very difficult. I'm going with 
the Spurs as the best all-around team with 


"Look for alittle deja vu," Frazier said, 
predicting another showdown between the 
Spurs and Pistons. 

"But look for a little twist this year be 


broadcasts, eyed some potential surprises. 
"In the Eastern Conference, the Nets 

could be a surprise team or the Cavaliers. 

Otherwise the Pistons are a clear-cut fa 


the best all-around player in Tim Duncan. 
Frazier announced a tour of former NBA 

stars bringing the league's championship 

trophy to US military bases. Reuters 


ANTONIO Daniels ofthe Washington Wizards hangs in the air after dunking 
the ball in front of Bobby Simmons of the Milwaukee Bucks. sumus 


UST cager dies trying NBA great returns with optimism 
to save two children 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AYOUNG CAGER FROM THE UNI- 
versity of Sto, Tomas died of elec- 
trocution after saving two children 
in a swimming pool accident in 
Tuguegarao last Saturday night. 

John Lee Apil, a nephew of 
Barangay Ginebra star Romel Ad- 
ducul, will be laid to rest on April 
25 in his hometown in Solana, 
Tuguegarao. He was the only 
‘hild of Charles Apil and Ines 
big 

The 21-year-old Apil a first 
year commerce student in the 
physical education and athletic 
department, debuted with the 
Tigers in the last UAAP season. 
^ Details of the accident were 
sketchy. 


The lates 


"He was a promising player,” 
said former UST coach Nel Para- 
do, who recruited Apil from St. 
Paul University in Tuguegarao. 
"When he played, he reminded us 
of (former UST sta) Dale 
Singson.” 
pil, a 6-foot guard, suited up 
for six games last season. AL 
though he played only limited 
minutes on his first year, Parado 
Apil for his hard work. 
as his birthday (Sept. 3) 
layed his best game for 
UST” recalled Parado. "He didn’t 
score much but he contributed in 
assists and we defeated Ateneo in 
the second round." 
"The UST community has been 
offering masses and tributes for 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION LEGEND 
Calvin Murphy believes he will like what he 
sees—and people will still like what he can 
show-—when he plays anew in the Philippines to- 
gether with other former NBA greats in The Bad 
Boy Tour 

"expect to see a higher quality of play, though 1 
was quite pleased with the talent I saw in the 1970s," 
Murphy said, just a few days before arriving to play 
alongside fellow Hallof Famer Alex English and Den- 
nis Rodman against two Philippine teams. 

“They will see the same skills (from me) and a 
great entertainer,” Murphy added. 

Two games are set, the first at the Mandaue City in 
Cebu against the San Miguel All-Stars on April 27 and 
the second atthe Araneta Coliseum on May 1 against 
Pilipinas Basketball made up of the finest standouts in 
ihe Philippine Basketball Association to be coached 
by Chot Reyes. 

‘Murphy's team will not be short-handed, with Sid- 
ney Monerief, Daryll Dawkins, Otis Birdsong English 
‘and Rodman also playing. The Americans wil be 


backstopped by high-flying standouts from the NBAS 
Developmental League. 

"Fans will see American basketball played to its 
finest, in above-the-im levels said Mario Whitmire, 
president of West End Sports which is bringing the 
team of former NBA All Stars over. 

‘Whitmire got excited after getting the confirma- 
tion on the participation of Murphy one of the short- 
fest men to ever play in he NBA but whose storied 
career gave him a Hall.of Fame ticket. 

Just S-foot-9, Murphy, who was 
drafted in the second round by 
the San Diego Rockets in 1970, 
finished with career numbers of 
179 points, 1,165 steals and 
4,402 assists in 1,022 games. 

Murphy also said that the Philippines 
could soon be represented in the NBA. 

"Coaches in the NBA today don't look at size" said 
Murphy, who owns the NBA record for consecutive 
free throws made at 78, which he set in the 1980-81 
season. “They ook at talent." 


MURPHY: Great entertainer. 


Api 


from Nielsen Media Research shows the Philippine Daily Inquirer as the Most Read Broadsheet in the country 


We thank our valued readers for making us their #1 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


Happiest movie 
of the summer 


By Paul Daza 
Contributor 


FIER A STRING OF 
repetitive, formulaic 
ilig" movies, how won- 


derful and refreshing it is to see 
the inventive new Star Cinema 
comedy, "D' Lucky Ones" A 
wacky story about two Vilmani- 
ans—Lea (Pokwang) and Tina 
(Eugene Domingo)—who use 
their obsession with the Star for 
All Seasons to cope with personal 
problems, "D' Lucky Ones" is one 
rare Tagalog movie that delivers 
exactly what it promises, and 
more. Its not merely the happiest 
movie of the summer, it's the hap- 
piest movie ofmany seasons. 

Much of the movie's publicity è 
is centered on real-life E 
lovers Sandara Park and 
Joseph Bitangcol. Based on 
‘audience reaction, how- 
ever, the movie belongs to 
the two comedians playing their 
drama queen mothers, Watching 
Pokwang and Eugene have a 
grand gay time with their hilari 
Ous but straight-faced interpreta- 
tions of drama icon Vilma Santos 
is truly one of the year's most un- 
expected pleasures. 

in the wake of the scene-steal- 


*D' Lucky Ones’ 
dispenses jokes 
quickly and 
abundantly, 
making it easy for 
viewers to gloss 
over rough spots 


and Pokwang, the supporting cast 
barely has an opportunity to 
make an impression. Candy 
Pangilinan’s best line, in which 
she says that impersonator Jon 
Santos looks like Vilma but 
sounds like Ralph Recto, gets on- 
Iya polite laugh in the theater 
because it's been played 


REVIEW to death in the TV trail- 


em. As a hunk named 
"Ralph" whom Lea and 
‘Tina are lusting after, JR 
Valentin doesn’t rise above the 
story's limited demands on his 
character. He was far more effec- 
tive as the crush of Maximo in 
"Ang Pagdadalaga Ni Maximo 
Oliveros.” 
Press releases aside, Sandara 
Park and Joseph Bitangcol have a 


Girls’ manager says they didn’t walk out on show 


By Marinel R, Cruz 


THE SEXBOMB GIRLS WERE 
kicked out of Klownz. 

“As the group's manager, I had to find work. 
for my artists" Joy Cancio told Iguman En- 
tetainment on Monday. 

Cancio was reacting to widespread talk 
that the Sexbomb Girls packed up and 
brought their act to rival comedy bars in 
protest of their sudden dismissal as regular 
performers on the noontime television show 
"gat... Bulagal” 

Klownz, located on Quezon Avenue, Que- 
zon City is partly owned by "Eat... Bulaga!” 
host Allan K. The Sexbomb girls used to per- 
form there Thursday nights. 

“Tt was on a Thursday morning that 1 re- 
ceived a call from Lito [Alejandria], saying 
the girls would not be performing ar Klownz 
that night, Lito told me it was his decision," 
Cancio sa. 

Alejandria is Allan K's business partner and 
manager of Klownz and Zirkoh bars. 


Calm acceptance 

"I accepted the news calmly" Cancio con- 
tinued, The next day, when a TV crew inter 
viewed Allan K, he said we didnt show up. So 
Tealled up Lito and told him that would then 
have to find work for the girls." 

Tm an earlier interview on the news pro- 
gram*24 Oras” Allan Ksaid he was saddened 
fot only by the fact that the girls had stood 
them up but alo by the news that they per- 
formed at the rival comedy club Punchline. 

"The Sexbomb Giris are now regulars at 
Punchline and Laffline, also in Quezon Cty. 

"Why would we tur down an opportuni 


ty? When we were taken out of 'Bulaga/ the 
gig in Klownz was the only thing we had,” 
said Sexbomb Mia Pongyarihan. "When we 
first found out we were Jobless, everyone got 
tensed—some even cried, That same night 
Ate Joy said, ‘Don't worry, wel find some- 
thing.” Thats how we got to perform at 
Punchline. What does Klownz have to do with 
“Bulaga?” 

Cancio said she would rather not discuss 
her rift with Malou Choo-Fagar and Tony Tu- 
viera, executives of Television and Production 


SEXBOMB 
Dancers: 

These boots 
are made for 


Exponents Ine. (TAPE) and producers of the 
showon GMA 7. 


Family feud 

"I consider this a quarrel among family 
members,” she said. “ve apologized to them 
vin a text essageto Malou. Lets leave allthis 
behind" 

"We have no quarrel with the other hosts," 
added Rochelle Pangilinan, leader of the ali- 
female group, “I lk with some of tem regu- 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


STATUS QUO: 

This is ché stand of the heads of the Metro 
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) and 
the Motion Pierure Ant-Film Piracy Council 
inc. regarding the reallocation of the Metro 
Manila Film Festival earnings, 

“MMDA Chair Bayani Femando told me 
that, since the new allocation had been draft- 
ed without his consent or knowledge, he 
could appeal to Malacañang for a reconsider- 
acion on our behalf” Ric Camaligan president 
of the council, told Iguen Entertainment in 
an exclusive interview. "The MMDA chair is 
overall head of the MMFF” 

"This was confirmed in an overseas phone 
interview with Fernando, who is currently va 
cationing in Egypt. 


Beneficiaries seek status quo on MMFF pie 


{will bring the councils appeal to the at- 
tention of Malacafiang,” Femando confirmed. 

Camaligan clarified his organizations 
stand: "We seek the maintenance of the origi 
nal allocation.” 

Tn the new allocation, the councils share 
was slashed from the original 30 to 5 percent. 
"The share of the Film Academy of the Philip- 
pines was cut from 30 to 10 percent. 


Clarification 

The share of the Movie Workers Welfare 
Foundation Inc. (Mowelfund) was increased 
from 30 to 35 percent. Two new beneficiaries 
were added—the Optical Media Board 
(OMB) and the Film Development Council of 
the Philippines, with 10 percent each. 

"The Presidents Social Fund was also upped 
from 10 to 35 percent, with the provision that 


‘such “amount shall be used for film welfare.” 

"Chair Fernando can ask clarification from 
‘Malacafiang as to the definition of film wel- 
fare’ and as to who can tap this special fund," 
Camaligan said. 

Inan emergency meeting held on March 
29, Camaligan said the council officers, com- 
posed of producers and theater owners, reit- 
erated thei solidarity 

He said he couldn't understand why the 
‘OMB had sought a share in the MMFF pie 
when the council had been providing it with a 
‘monthly stipend of P200,000 or P2.4 million a 
yeat—a substantial part of the councils usual 
Share of P8 to 9 million. 

he council provided OMB with an addi 
tional P480,000 last year,” Camaligan noted. 
“We've cooperated with them. I don't see why 
we cant stick to the original arrangement.” 


ing antics of Eugene Domingo HAPPIEST AZ, 


Interest in ‘Da Vinci Code,’ 
the movie, starts to peak 


FOR MONTHS NOW, FILM AND RELIGIOUS 
circles have been buzzing with speculations 
about the contents and prospects of the movie. 
version of Dan Brown’s controversial novel, 
"The Da Vinci Code." 

Since it's serto open next month, interest in 
and even agitation over its screening has 
started to peak. 

It has also been fueled by the recent Holy 
Week observance, which recalled the Passion 
of Jesus Christ, and the cleverly timed release 
last week of "The Gospel of Judas.” 

Since "Da Vinci” revealed the existence of 
the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, who in 
Brown's novel is placed in a romantic rela- 
tionship with Jesus, the new revelation of Ju- 
das own "gospel" adds further unction to the. 
"things are not as they seem” tenor, biblically 
speaking, of the original controversy 

‘This has made the movie potentially even 
more controversial than the book—so that 
some theater owners are reportedly hesitant 
toshow it here. 

Another report has it that some groups may 
boycott the movie, 


pe gee 


Nestor U. Torre 
Will we get 
toseeit? 


‘Super-controversy’ 

Other Catholics caution against such pre- 
emptory moves, because they could achieve 
the opposite effect: Instead of diminishing the 
movie's impact, it could increase that, be- 
cause the attendant “super-controversy" 
could make it even more of a “must-see” film 
in many people's estimation. 

Rather, some enlightened Catholics say the 
film should be shown like any other produc- 
tion, and viewers should be free to react to it 
as they choose. 

‘The Catholic reaction to the movie should 
be limited to evaluating it on point of facts 
and motive, so thar the viewing publie would 
be able to see the movie within the right con- 
text, and thus arrive at a more informed con- 
clusion about its key thematic points. 

Oflate, the issue of the film's motive to hi 
den agenda has come to the fore in publie dis- 

ITT 


A bulging beer belly not only looks unattractive, it also increases your risk 
of heart disease. Get rid of it now at Marie France FOR MEN. Electro- 
lipolysis is a safe, non-surgical way to remove fat. It works by reactivating 
inactive cells, breaking down fat into free fatty acids, making it available to 
be converted into energy. No pain, complications or recovery time - just an 
easy way to eliminate your ugly beer belly and look more fit and healthier. 


Call 813-795 


Be attractive to the opposite sex. Call us 
today for a free consultation, 


marie france MeN 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Lym ENTERTAINMENT — 
MAKIKITA N'YO ANG HARIKA wo) Koma et Sexbomb r= 


larly until now” Cancio refused to discuss her falling out 
"pennis Trillo Concio also denied that the group has re- with former Sexbomb Sugar Mercado. A 


aria! ceived offers from ABS-CBN. In fact, the 11th source close to both parties said the rift was 
vi Season CNassan Kar") of thelr afternoon due to Sugarsdecison to sign a tale 
Soap opera on GMA 7, “Daisy Siete," will pre- ment with tead of ren 
miere on April 24. contract with Cancio's Focus Entertainment 
Ine. 
Meeting with Charo? 
AD "uM ! 


‘But Mia, the most outspoken member of 
“ies not true, either, that I had a meeting the group, said her quarrel with Sugar began 
with Charo Sets Conci Td have bragged. when th her Suga mother start- 
about that; it's the kind m ings” about her. "They said 
Cancio said. "Mother Lily (Monteverde) gi @ be a dancer that | should be 
‘a box of tikoy once, Iwas so Ñat- working as a prostitute. | don't know why 

tered, [had the box framed.” Sugar's mom is such a bitter woman. Maybe 
Santos-Concio is ABS-CBN's executive vice because I replaced Aira (Bermudez) as the 
president and manager KLOWNZ/A23 


Interest [OEsCS P uz. dcs x 
in ‘Da z à 
Vinci... 
n— 
coss about the 
production. Brown 
End fiim director Ron 
Howard. maintain 
ia bair ur cie 
sosagescos MS. Jaclyn Jose eua a review 
shes Vangie Labalan “Chris is Dalu Kookoo Gonzales Erica Dehesa JM Reyes. MEASAR 


nd the roots of the 
m PAMAHIIN +o 239 omart sa 2346 aione 8 som risian fat. Thus, 


NOW SHOWING E 
JIN THEATERS NATIONWIDE- reinve 2 
REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC. EPSON = are Li =f 
RE REGAL MULTIMEDIA, INC. “www.regalfilms.com/p 
dit nests are outstanding. Very affectivel" -or Bienvenido Lumber, Natonal Arte Tor iterarare 


"This signifies tho birth of a new horror director here in the Philippines.” 
ee Sur Prifapioe Star columnist € Marketing Bret iting 


Dennis Tie eT te perfomrenca and Jaclyn Jose arrives later in tho fiim 
to give her most subtly creepy performance yee” Quark Henares, award-winning director 


“ie qut bm ror Regal Entertainment and Rahyan Carlos. Congratulations!” 
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EIGHT BELOW TRISTAN & ISOLDE 


1 tq KIDDIE FILM FEST 


I 
APPROVED W/O CUTS! THE DEVASTATING IRAQ WAR 
AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE. 


OOZING WITH TERROR. 
CRAWLING WITH FEAR. CREEPING WITH HORROR. 


Ii GET READY FOR SLIME TIME! 


| SLITHER 
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PROMENADE 


nm [cf iem 


nd xm RCNA NUR, CAL: 722446 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2006 


Happiest mo 


long way to go before they can become 
the next Maricel Soriano-William Mar- 
tinez tandem. Though Sandara Park ap- 
pears more comfortable and relaxed 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


vie of the summer 


jokeis already being set up. if few get the 
allusions to “Pahiram Ng Isang Umagz 
vere are spoofs of 


Rere, compared to prior screen outings, “An 


her partner Joseph Bitangcol looks like 
he's constantly acting, always aware of a 
camera recording his performan 
killing any opportunities for spontan 
Good thing, though, that the je 


come quickly and abundantly, making it fi 


easy to gloss over other rough spots. 
More often than not, the manic, breath- 
Tess pacing doesn’t even give viewers 
enough time to giggle before the next 


n of Wenn 
r Cinemas 


nore comedy gold, the gags in 
"D' Lucky Ones" are more visual than 
verbal, relying more on performance 
than on scripted dialogue. Just seeing 
Domingo and Pokwang try to dress and 


look like their idol is enough to plant a 


From page A2-1 


opt 


Credit should be given to writers Rose 


shot from the point of view ofa cheerful, 


A2.: 


story, Pokwang's revelation to Sandara 
about how Vilma’s movies helped her 

ife in Korea was an un- 
expectedly moving insight on entertain- 
ments remarkable power to bring joy to 
the joyless. Now isn't that exactly what 
we need? 


istic child. 
res and Ted Boborol, who had the 


use the main characters’ love 
ima Santos’ movies not just as a 


/ORRIED:ANOUT 


AKENE SCARS, UNEVEN SKIN TONE, OPEN 
MOND LASER TREATMENT 


© 4 
dita col yourwonlesore gone. 


KISSABLE MEN 


If you are having problems with dark lips, this is what 
you need! This is a permanent cosmetics method 
that uses pigments to lighten your lip color. 


Klownz ‘fired’ 
Sexbomb .... 


dancer on the programs 'TKO' segment. But 
thar was a management decision, not because. 
Tm anyone's Favorit n't met with Sug- 


ICE AGE 2 


D enza sns un 


EIGHT BELOW 
2, nau masss m 


setwocd City Wak 2, Eastwood Cty 
‘Rodriguez dr. Ava. (C-8) Quezon Cy 
even talk with her. Dedma lang." 
Rochelle said she recently received a text 
message from Sugar. The message read: “Gud - 
Em, Ae mahal Ko po kayo. Alam ko po may SUBMERGED 
tampo kayo sa akin. Ingat po lagi. Sori po sa 14,2621 4, 1-38 
abala. God bless. (1 love all of you. 1 know you 
don't feel so good about me right now. Take 
care. Sorry for the 
bother)" 
l have only one 
thing to ask her,” said 
hy? Tm 


pointed, Its tough on 
Mia. Sugar singled 
her out and we don't 
know why. Maybe be- 
cause Mia is one of 
the group's leaders. 
She's strict. She 
might have offended 
Sugar, who's really 
really sensitive.” 


Gina Marissa 
Tagasa is head writer 
of "Nasaan Ka?" Pat 
Perez directs, The se 
ries also features Jan 
Rodrigo, Dexter Do- 
ria, irma Adlawan 
and Biboy Ramirez. 
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A Day With An Artist. 


3 April 22 to 29, 2006 


Cae Toa CF TR so 
THE MELTDOWN 4 PAMAHIIN [RISTAN & ISOLDE 


Repertory Philippines presents TWO & TWO MAKE SEX 
St REP’ Globe Theater - Apri 21, 2, 23, 28. 29, 30, May 5,6 87 
For inquiries, pis. cal 887-0710. 


1 ecnTaerow |2 mistansisotoe |S snes THE man 


o Lucky ones ‘SUBMERGED 
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Registration Is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
"Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006. 
For inquiries, please call 57-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit wwwayalamuseum.org 


" Ayala MUSEUM 


ICE AGE 2 


PAMAHIIN THE MELTDOWN 


EIGHT BELOW 


Affairs io Remembers j MMEk: Greenbelt 


Affairs 


with the 


Masters 


Visit our cinema ticketbooths in 
GLORIETTA 4 * GREENBELT 3 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
MARKET! MARKET! 


AYALA CENTER CEBU Greenbelt 2 


A Repertory 
Philipines 
Production. 


Greenbelt 3 Park 
Fernando Sena 
Ni 22 

40pm 6:30pm 
Saturday 


Or log on to 
www.sureseats.com 
for web reservation 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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AYANS UMAANDAR )/. ANG-SAYA-SAYAL 
ae ANG BILIG £ FARA 


TAYONG NASA... 


TM SORRY, 
AFRAID You’ 
EMOTIONAL 

Ust 


, FLOPPET. I'M 
DON'T MEET MY 
NEEDS LIKE YOU 


7 i 


AIN 


LARA 


HALA Sige 

UBUSIN NNO VANS 
RILUID KONG TRIPE, 
IN OX BRAIN SADCE! 


BABY BLUES 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


WHH Do PeoPLe 
THINK THAT FAIR 
SKIN iS BETTER? 


NeT ALL Do. BUT 
There ARE PeoPLe 
Wo Do. THE WoRLD. 
Is FLAWED THA WAM. 


You'ee Ric! 


is FLAWED. 


THe WORLD 


See THAF GUY oveR 
TüeRe? He Doesn't 
KNow it EUT HiS &vrI| 
CRACK IS SHOWING. 


HT. 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 


MAY NAG- 
AANYAYA 
NA SA "YONG 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


MIKROKOSMOS 


ene! SUMMER NAV concA- NAGLI- WoW! ANG HABA 
USTA NA NGA NA NIYAN ! AN. 


YOU BORN TODAY: Your enthusiastic, courageous, spontaneous style attracts people to you. You 


Telable nature combined with a flippant, quicwitted response to ife. Ultima 


Shooter who is quick to spor an opportunity. This year wil hold major changes 


‘TAURUS (Ap: 

May 20): Dealings with 
friends and groups are 
Joyful and rewarding to- 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Travel for 
pleasure” definitely ar- 
Fracts you now! in faet, 


Birthdate of: Luther Vandross, singer; Carmen Electra, celebrity beauty; Don 
yourself today This won 

neto be happy! day to make money 
‘day, People are happy ‘anything cot expands 


those in 1997). 
ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
(QN o You foei very 
cantent and happy wi 
erful feeling extends 
outward and makes you also feel 
{generous to others. You want every 
HEX our mind and offers ad- 
particularly well-liked and popular. 
Dicis goodt "m 


venture is hugely appealing to you. 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


across 
1 Surg wit? 
Hoe 

30 Chinese lol 
14 Eyelashes 

15 "Ino Vegan? 
wien Wester 
16 NYC ieatical 
mari 


37 Gotetmen. 

18 Sable supe 

ewe 
[54 

20 Sant of Evan 
Esar quote 


23 Spann year 

24 Mares ore 
fred 

25 Bote topper 

Bum 

EI 

35 1908 Saran 
Maachen na 

an asaris shp 

‘Bronsted 


agan 
11 Part 2 o quote 
44 Concern 
pr 


‘By Aun Onchwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


6 Pound sourd 

7 Stane by or 

8 Remate 
vun 

9 Fotowed 


EE 
52 Hecke 


55 Across Long 

57 End at quote 

55 Bac oftne 
eck 

6 Bread spread 

57 React ioa bad 


E 

28 Sun dned brick 

71 Ching 
ps 

29 Handal 

51 fin caches 


72 Smal oy 
13 Ants pod 


Opponent 
36 Share a tarder 
38 Widobocst 

38 Fairy boast 
12 Net ey 
43 Maro calce. 
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EI 
po 

51 Lergh unt 


Ako Ne McA PO BA ANG MGA 
TANAWING PA- 


steady and 
ih sraigh 
(possibly as significant as 
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NG MGA UUTOS ko 
SA No pito SA 


PASYALAN NATIN? 
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120 (uly 23 to Au 

V Giane sE 
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fone of yo to fol mms 
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Sept. 22): You don't feel 

ME aane ueri 
Eb 
peser 
bp Er 
Sie ded pend ume wi 


amd goodies defintely 
O Eompany. of others 
Fiend 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22); This is a pleasant 
day at work: Co-workers 


Supponive and 

aly eying gus 

along very smoothly. i seems like 

You can make a profit or create mon 
Ey with very ide effort. 

day to enjoy playful ac- 


© tivities with children. 


‘Anything that is fum or challenges 
Jour creative talents will delight 


® 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is a won 
erful day for love and 
romance cs also a great 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Entertain at 
home. Invite 


JAJA, NARINIG MD NA ANG \YSINASABL DAW DUN NA 
ALITA. NA MAY DAING- |MABAT BANPN PALA, 
FUR Kore ne GOSPEL {1 WAG n. mpg: 
=C OES 


Si We ine piesne 
For real esate deals! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
9): This is a 
day for chat 


megotaning deal 


ATHY oh ANG 
EE D 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to. 
Feb. 18) = 


[yana recepive 
Soy great moneymak 
iod today is the day i 


pole! This isa good time lr business 
Bod commerce. Youll also enjoy 
shopping. Cash is awing! 


pisces qe. 19 to 

March 20): Today is foll 

ce ease and plea- 

Sue, fou find ll social 

cussions amusing and 

emertining, Gust st around and 
relax.) * 


k 


MARK Herras and 
Jennylyn Mercado. 


‘Star- 
struck’ 
host ... 


From page A26 


bigwigs Lance 
Gokongwei and Ed- 
win Totanes, along 
with media and show 
biz celebrities and a 
bevy of beautiful 
people attended the 
scintillating event 
‘After sundown, the 
day's Fun Slam Chal- 
lenge mini-Olympics 
segued into the Teazz 
Dance Party hosted 
by ace DJ Steve 
Mills, Both events 
had a lot of excited 
participants, the win- 
mers received cash 
prizes! Kudos 
URCs beverage de- 
partment for coming 
up with yet another 
surefire 
quench our thirst! 


Star texts 

Fr Lorna T: “Rudy 
and I finally went 
home last Monday af- 
ter a month in the 
hospital. Thank you 
for the love & 
prayers. Pls continue 
to pray for Daboys 
complete recovery. 

Fr Regine Tolenti- 
no: “Tm inviting all 
ids and teens to join 
my summer dance 
workshops at 47 Vic- 
toria St. cor. 12th St 
New Mania from 
April 19-28 and May 
142. Participants 
will have a live TV 
recital on "Unang 


ALIYAH Parcs 


Hirit” on May 15. For 
details call 
7238289" 

From Katkat de 
Castro: " My new re 
ality TV travel show 
with Franzen Fajar- 
do starts airing on 
April 23 after Pinoy 
Big Brother Teen Edi- 
tion. Pls watch it* 


"ETÀ 

T am nervous and 
excited in equal parts 
to be the guest co- 
host on "ETK" this 
Sat (ABS-CBN 2:30 
pm). It will surely 
be a delight to swap 
show biz stories with 
Ogie Diaz Toni 
Gonzaga and Direk 
Joey Reyes. Do catch 
the show if you can. 


Personal 

Merci beaucoup to 
Veggie Flores and 
Benny Rosales of 
Manila Pavilion Ho- 
tel for their warmth. 
and kindness. Pavil- 
ionis truly an oasis in 
the heart of bustling 
Manila. My kids and I 
were able to recharge 
there during the Holy 
Week break. After a 
stay at the Pavilion, 
you feel like a mil 
lion! 


(E-mail watering: 
holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com.) 
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50%OFF 24 


treat on your 2nd ticket! - 
Starts on March 15 to Api 30. 2006 people 
Mondays to Thursdays Vompany 
on EGANALL SU MESA: MARAS PAMPANGA. BAGUIO. VALENZUELA 
MORE EDS END SATANGAS ` LUCENA CEBU DAVAO" CAGAYAN DE ORO 
Mepaparmens. EEJ scownsx © fama SAER d 
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BEBONG Muñoz, Emilio Estevez and Jolina in a Soho restaurant. 


Me,” with guests Janno Gibbs, 


sa producer, Will she final- 
reveal her special someone (a. 
-show biz guy) during the 
also set to open 

turing her own 

ine, "Ms Jennylyn" at 

Star Mall on May 27. Many guys 
out there dream of making her 


"Mrs. Jen” but that will have to 


wait. This wise pretty miss does 
mot want to miss out on all the 
opportunities fate is throwing 
her way. 
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Ts it true that a young actor 
took a video of JR getting wild 
With a girl when he had a few too 
any i a Boracay bar last Holy 
Week? Will the "R & B Price" be 
Rond B about it-cetcent and 

blasé? 

Aliya Parcs flew to 
the US to visit her 
beloved Vince of 
“South Border” The 
band is on a tour of 
the States. Does that 
mean his wife and 
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seeking annulment. 
Marriage without 
love or love without 
marriage? 

Does newscaster 
Michael Fajatin 
know thata video of 
his bloopers is cir- 
culating on the In- 
ternet and cell 
phones? That's bad 
news for any news 
practitioner! 
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Boracay, in droves. 
One scintillating 
event on the world- 
famous island over 
Easter vacation was 
the launch of URCS 
Texz—The Green 
Tea with a Fizz. URC 
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Forex traders say worst 
is over on fiscal front 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE TRADERS ARE BULLISH ON THE PESO DE- 
spite skyrocketing oil prices, believing the worst is over on the fis- 


cal front and the government is in a much better financial position ipu & 
to boost infrastructure spending. 


In a press briefing yesterday, ACI Philip- 
pines president and Banco de Oro Private 
Bank treasurer Jose Emmanuel Hilado said 
once the "political circus” has been settled 
and charter reforms set in motion, the peso 
‘could rise further to 48 ro 49 to a dollar. 

"We used to be called the Argentina of Asia’ 
because we were following Argentina's pre 
default debt path. Now, we have shaken that 
tag off and emerged as the new darling of the 
global financial market. Everybody is very up- 
beat on the Philippines,” he said. 

ACI, a Paris-based global association of cur- 


ACI World Congress 2006 chair Jose Arnul- 
fo Veloso, treasurer at HSBC Philippines, said 
the peso had remained steady despite the po- 
litical disturbances in the past weeks. 

“This jes the growing confidence of 
investors in the Philippine financial markets, 

th of which is a result of the governments 
bullish attitude when it comes to solving the 
fiscal crisis,” Veloso said. 

‘The HSBC treasurer, who had predicted 
that the peso would surge further to 
47.50:51, said the Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas might even tolerate a stronger peso be 
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WHAT’SINSIDE Minimum capital for new insurers raised to P1B 


THEINSURANCECOMMISSIONHAS Commissioner Evangeline Esabilo of which wasonyP500 million: 
Expanded VAT approved an increase inthe minimum said the PI-bilion minimum capita — Escobilosaid a new player would 
nets PI2.1B (Bà Scan f di new insurance ization, to take effect on July 1, was need sufficient capital primarily to 
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Stocks slip on profit-taking 


STOCKS DIPPED SLIGHTLY 
yesterday as profit-taking from. 
the index’ rise to its highest 


level in 61/2 years was offset by 
buying in blue chips. 

‘Sore traders sad the markets decline for 
the second session in a row indicated the mar- 
ket was building a base for a sustainable rally. 

The 30-company Philippine Stock Ex- 
change index declined 1.99 points, or 0.1 
percent, to 2,229.73 after shedding 0.2 per- 
‘cent on Tuesday. It rose Monday to its high- 
est since Aug. 26, 1999. 
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VAT nets P12.1B 
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Gov't sees higher collection in coming months 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT COLLECTED 
P12.1 billion in additional revenues 
from the VAT Reform Law ín the four 
months since its implementation in 
November last year, the Department 
of Finance announced yesterday. 

"The VAT law, considered the center- 
piece ofthe Arroyo administrations fis- 
‘al reform program, expanded the cov- 
erage of the value-added tax to include 
oll and electricity, among others. It has 
‘also raised since Feb. 1 the tax rate to 
12 percent from 10 percent. 

Of the total additional collections, the. 
Bureau of Internal Revenue accounted 
for P1.3 billion while the Bureau of Cus- 
toms contributed P10.8 billion. 

The DOF said in a report that gross 
collections from the VAT Reform Law 
for the November-to-February period 
stood at P15.5 billion, but that the 
amount was trimmed to P12.1 billion 
because of the implementation of 
measures to mitigate the impact of 


MY 1000cc 


po 


the tax measure on consumer's pur- 
chasing power. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil Beltran 
said some P3.4 billion worth of poten- 
tial revenue collection was foregone 
due to the mitigating measures. He 
said the reduction of excise tax on 
petroleum products led to P2.6 bil- 
tion worth of lost potential revenues, 
while the repeal of the franchise tax 
on power distribution resulted in 
P700 million in waived taxes. The lif 
ing of the common carriers tax on do- 
mestic transport led to P25.1 million 
in foregone revenues, he added. 

The Arroyo administration has 
vowed that the tax measure would 
deliver P75 billion in additional rev- 
enues for the whole of 2006 alone. 
Proceeds of the new VAT law are in- 
tended to boost the govemments 
chances of wiping out the govern- 
ments budget deficit by 2008 and in- 
crease spending on infrastructure 
and social services. 

Despite criticisms from consumer 
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groups and some members of the leg- 
islature, the administration's eco. 
nomic officials have stood behind the 
tax measure until its enactment into 
Jaw, giving the promise that it would 
substantially help in putting the 
country's fiscal house in order. 

However, meeting the full year tar- 
get of P75 billion seems not too easy 
for the government. In the January- 
February period alone, combined col- 
Jections of the BIR and Customs stood 
at only P7.6 billion, slightly missing 
the P7.7-billion target set for the first 
two months to keep the government 
on track of the full-year goal. 

But. Beltran expressed optimism 
that the collections from the new VAT 
Jaw would increase in the next few 
months as the BIR implements tighter 
tax-auditing schemes, 

"The government's ability to collect 
the expected revenues from the VAT 
Reform Law is tightly watched by the 
country’s creditors, investors and 
credit-rating agencies 
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group of mall operator Henry Sy actually of- 
fered to buy the pension fund GSIS out ofthe 
ripe-for-the-picking Equitable PCI Bank. 

"The SM group also offered to pay for the 
GSIS holdings in EPCIB a fantastic price of 
P92a share, That was in November last year. 

‘Only a few weeks ago, however, as the SM 
groups covetous design for EPCIB became public 
Ienowledge, it raised the offer price to P95 a share. 

Apparently, as early as November last year, 
the $M groups Banco de Oro president 
Nestor Tan was negotiating with Garcia on 
the buyoutat such a fantastic price 

Subsequently as the heat tumed up on the 
SM groups plan, it again offered to buy out. 
GSIS at P9S a share— cash, payable in one year. 

‘And so Garcia turned the table around and 
offered to buy out the SM group under the 
same terms. The group said, sure, but payable 
in six months, which it shortened to three 
months, which in turn became one month. 

Tn short, the SM group did not want to sell 
out, It only wanted to take over EPCIB by 
hook or by crook—or by political clout, aided 
by monetary consideration. 

‘To me, as | follow this SM group's attempt 
to put one over us members of the pension 
funds, Garcia is keeping a bombshell. 

"Watch out, boss, because the SM group's 
secret offers are the "aces" that GSIS presi- 
dent and general manager Garcia intends to 
reveal to the public soonest. 

By divulging some more secrets to the pub- 
lic, Garcia perhaps intends to put the “attack 
dogs” of the SM group on the defensive. 


AS EVERYBODY knows, except perhaps those 
people in Malacafiang, the SM group launched 
a different PR line of attack against Garcia. 

Tt tried to shoot down Garcia's supposed 
deal with the "secret" buyer of the billions of 
pesos worth of GSIS holdings in EPCIB. 

In effect, the PR line projected Garcia as a 
“bluffer.” You know—that he really had no 
buyer, and if there indeed was one, that it 
must bea "drunken" buyer. 

Well, Garcia said that the buyer was willing 
to pay for the EPCIB shares of GSIS a price of 
292a share—CASH! 

‘That was indeed a fantastic price—at least 
‘compared to the SM group's pricing for EPCIB 
shares. 

Tn the SM group's scheme in which its Ban- 
co de Oro takes over EPCIB, but calling it a 
"merger" the SM group offered a valuation 
price of P56 per EPCIB share—to be paid for 
‘with BDO shares. 

Before the now-famous presidential elec 
tions in 2004, the SM group also tried to buy 
the EPCIB shares of the “other” pension fund 
SSS ata bargain price of P43 each, 

‘And so how dare this Cebu hometown boy 

Garcia claim that he has a buyer for the GSIS 
shares in EPCIB at P92 per? It must be a 
drunken sailor or something. 
NOW GARCIA stands in the way of Henry Sy's 
daughter Tessie Sy-Coson's bid to take over the. 
country’s 3rd biggest bank EPCIB fora song, by 
"merging" it with the 9th largest BDO. 

But Garcia figured out—correctly, 1 must 
say—that under the scheme of Tessie Sy-Co- 
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son, the P20 billion in investments of pension 
funds SSS and GSIS could be signed, sealed, 
delivered to the SM group. 

‘The funds could be locked in BDO for good, 
as minority stockholders. To the millions of 
‘working class GSIS and SSS members, there 
goes their money! 

‘Onthe other hand, SSS president Corazon de. 
la Paz already sided with the Sy family, appar- 
ently with the go-ahead from the Palace, pos 
bly through the intercession of the two "godía- 
thers" of the SM group for the takeover deal. 

That's why, refusing to become the drunk- 
en sealer of the SM group deal, Garcia fought 
“Tessie Sy-Coson, who was proclaimed by For- 
tune magazine as one of the 50 most powerful. 
women in the world. 

How dare this small fry fight the powerful 
SM group. He must be put in his proper 
“probinsiyano” place, right. 

‘And so recently some attack dogs at the 
‘SEC put the pressure on Garcia. 

‘Accusing Garcia of ‘price manipulation," as 
the price of EPCIB shares went up inthe stock. 
marker, they ordered him to disclose the iden- 
tity of the secret buyer. 

"That was a wrong movel 

For now Garcia intends to turn the table 
around by revealing the “offer” of the SM 
group itself for the GSIS holdings in EPCIB at 
that “fantasti,” "drunken-buyer" price of P92 
a share and P9S each. 

‘So who is drunk now? 

THIS 1 KNOW for a fact: the GSIS has been 
buying EPCIB shares in the stock market, and 
it has not sold a single share. 

And some lowlife in the SEC thought that it 
‘was price manipulation? 

So where has this worm been hiding all along? 

Look, there was and stil is another group. 
which actually transact in the stock market 
among themselves to depress the price of EP- 
CIB shares. 

Market talk has it that the name of one of 
them sounds German, and the other two seem to- 
have some Swiss and Singaporean connections, 

Everybody in the market knows that the 
group has been buying EPCIB shares from 
each other, And then they turn around to sell- 
ing the same shares to each other at lower. 
prices. And on and on! 

That, for the information of the SEC, is 

called price manipulation, 
ALLRIGHT, itis not yet known whether ornot 
the SEC lowlife merely wanted to impress the 
SM group by accusing its mortal enemy Gar- 
cia of price manipulation. 

‘But from what I gathered the higher ups at the 
commission had no knowledge whatsoever of the 
apparent "shakeout" move against Garcia. 

‘Just think of it for a moment—who stands 
tobenefitif Garcia drops his guard in the fight 
against the SM group? 


Benguet coal project attracts investors 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


INVESTOR GROUPS LED BY KOREA ELECTRIC 
Power Corp. (Kepeo) have signified interest in 
Benguet Corp.'s Surigao coal project, a compa- 
ny official said. 

"The project, currently under exploration 
with an estimated coal reserve of 31.7 million 
metric tons, has caught the interest of several 
investors, Benguet president Philip Ro- 
mualdez said in an interview. 

“There are now preliminary discussions 
with these groups but we are carefully re- 
viewing them all,” he said. 

Romualdez noted that the Surigao coal 
project was still “prime for additional explo- 
ration activities especially with governments 
promotion of coal-fired (power) plants." 

“As crude oil prices remain high, properties 
like the Surigao coal (area) become increas- 
ingly valuable as we have seen in the case of 
Semirara (Mining Corp.) he added. 

Meantime, Benguet has also signed a mem- 
orandum of agreement with Eramen Minerals 


Int., which controls the biggest nickel and 
cobalt properties in the Zambales area. 

‘The agreement will promote the full explo- 
ration and development of Benguet’s and Era- 
‘men’s combined resources either through sale 
or the entry of joint-venture partners. 

The nickel project has been approved by 
the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources and the Bureau of Mines and Geo- 
sciences for implementation through a miner- 
al production sharing agreement (MPSA), 
Which limits ownership to local companies. 

Benguet has several new mineral prospects 
in Luzon and in Mindanao that would revive 
the glint of the 100-year-old mining company 
that pioneered the modern gold mining oper- 
ation in the country 

‘Known as the biggest gold mining company 
in the Philippines and the 16th biggest in the. 
world, Benguet Corp. has an existing 
chromite operation in Masinloc, Zambales, 
known internationally as "Masinloc Ore," and. 
a highly profitable Dizon Copper-Gold opera- 
tion in San Marcelino, Zambales. 


Stocks slip on profit-taking | s» 


"Themarketis consolidating, with the min- 
ing and oil sectors taking a breather,” said 
Westlink Global Equities chair Rommel Maca- 
pagal. 

‘Macapagal said he believed the market's up- 
ward trend remained intact given favorable 
economie fundamentals and technical factors. 

Tate Tuesday, President Macapagal-Arroyo 


said state revenue collection in the first quar- 
ter was stronger than last year, which bodes 
well for the government's campaign to im- 
prove its financial position. 

"That is important for efforts to bring down 
domestic interest rates, especially amid re- 
newed upward pressure on global oil prices, 
which rose to record highs earlier this week. AP 


Peso seen strengthening ... see» 


ed by the positive story on Philippine fiscal 
consolidation, which should lure more in 
vestorssince the tail-end of the US Federal Re- 
serves cycle of interest rate increases would 
prompt fund managers to look for better in 
Vestment returns in emerging markets. 
According to Hilado, the peso's sustained 
strength suggested that investors have started. 
to take the Philippines more seriously despite. 
all the political bickering. "Our foreign ex 
change rate has continuously declined from. 
the 39 level in 1999 due to fiscal crisis and po- 
litical instability. But today, from all indica- 
tions, it looks like political instability no. 
longer affects the financial industry" le said 
Veloso and Hilado said the financial 
kets would like to see the government not 
simply keeping the budget deficits in check 
but freeing up more funds for infrastructure 
inorder to boost the investment climate 


i . 


"Before, the reason why they were able to 
contain the deficit was they eut expenses, but 
if they cut expenses, you hurt the economy" 
Hilado said. 

"The next greatest challenge is how the 
government can inerease government spend- 
ing to perk up the economy," he said. 

Despite the unending political noise in the 
Philippines, the peso hit three-and-a-half year. 
highs and peaked at 50.88:$1 so far this year. 

"This is a positive sign that the currency 
markets have matured and are behaving 
more like markets in more advanced coun- 
tries,” Hilado said. 

"The Philippines became a member of ACI in 
1963, the first Asian country to be part of the 
global organization at that time that it was a 
leading financial center in the region. The 
country is set to host the annual ACI World, 
Congress for the first time. 
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Fair trade advocates call for clear policy on uties 


By Ronne! W. Domingo thecountry’sneedswithoutbeing wheretalksonNAMAstartedyes- FTA convenor Wigherto Taña- clusion list and the likely “coeffi. Earlier this month, FTA said 

Constrained by WTO bound rates, terday covering sectors such as da said the groups "felt dis- cients” would be used in the so- negotiators should, take a 
FIVE UMBRELLA GROUPS OF The maximum duties allowed fisheries, footwear, petrochemi- tressed” that briefings conducted called Swiss formula stronger stance on keeping as 
RE UMRE LA cod idus. by the WTO are referred to ss cals, iron and steel and automo- by the Department of Trade and The coefficients and the for. much policy space as possible in 
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ear aiar Bn PRU M o e Ml aie Put your business online! 


"The Pair Trade Alliance, Philip- ernment to adjust rates. ‘oped countries propose 
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tura said in a press briefing they bound rate was 23 percent. 55000 Philippine prod. | sies and busines expansion T 
Wanted the duties applied in the "We want the minimum to be ucts coveredintheNA- | ” Dom pe vemroc due loans that 
Country to be as far as possible 10 percent for non-agricultural MA talks and the advo- mend to be sestructuseó ? 
from the maximum tariffs al- products, but our officials seem cates want at least 506 Sayar bin ananga dta 
lowed under WTO rules. Tobewilling to sccepta minimum tariff linestobepartof | _ Nant fereciecet yous cena" 
In this way, the alliance said of 5 percent,” said Emesto M. Or- the exclusion list. We can help you!!! 
she goverment woud ha the dotes, head of Alyansa At The ones et DIOMAMPO CONSULTING CORPORATION 
maximum flexibility possible to tura. x would not be co S ek esas Stagg ne MCN 
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FLI registers 11% NG AE 
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rise in net income UCTION 
ByElzabeth L. Sanchez bones alin Cavire, ikewie per- ORIENT BANK 
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Globe widens 
Wi-Fi reach 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AUNIT OF AYALA OWNED GLOBE TELECOM 
tne has embarked on an aggressive campaign 
to expand its wireless fidelity (WEF) service 
nationwide. 

"The WiFi service allows users to connect A A 
wirelessly to the Internet in designated areas. Agro-industry and eco-tourism 
GIobeQUEST, the corporate business group 
ou de enonsuinese™? | lead the way towards progress 
at the same time established four domestic 
and international roaming partnerships es | — With its rich agricultural, forest, and marsh lands, 

+ business travelers in the country and abroad. Agusan del Sur has a vision — to be an agro-processing 

"The broadband campaign is part of the " 
Ihe broadband campaign is par of the | center and eco-tourism destination. 
Sources that would help it overcome plateau- ; 
oe mund lor ks hie phone bases. Helping fulfill that vision is DBP San Francisco, which 
"innoves vision is to bring the Filipinosto | offers a full range of banking and financial services 
the broadband age,” GlobeQUEST head Jesus 5 9 
Erba efe ez such as credit facilities for capital assets investments 
To support this, GlobeQUEST provides | and working capital, and deposit and investment 
broadband facilities like Wi-Fi to major key 
establishments where people converge for products and services. 
Business, as well as promote Wi-Fi sa strate- : 
business 2 wea PREM government pro. | To bring it doser to clients — entrepreneurs and the 
Jees, produet advertisements, and foreign | province's sunshine industries — DBP San Francisco 
ventures, among others" 

ues amona ONT prvidecow. | has moved to a more strategic location at the comer 
erage in Metro Manila as well as 13 areas ional 

jn Maco Mana a wel as 13 a of Orange Street and National Highway. 

around the country, namely Cebu, Davao, Bo- 
hol, Bacolod, Tacloban, Pampanga, General | Now located at the commercial center of the province, 
Santos, Baguio, Olongapo, Cavite, Batangas, bs 
jer pae sep > | DBP can more efficiently and effectively meet the 


Sofar the companyhas275 wires ner.) growing requirements of lente and key industries of 
zone "hotspots." 

meos oe confidence shat me | the fourth largest province in the country. 

company would reach the S00 mark by A 

yearend. With DBP, Agusan del Sur can tum its vision of progress 


into reality. 
Lafayette seeks For more information, visit or call the new DBP 
OK for trial runs San Francisco branch office at Orange Street comer 


National Highway, San Francisco, Agusan del Sur. 
Le iA siat! een Telephone numbers: (085) 839-0436 and 343-8274 
Tests pollution control safeguards. Facsimile number: (085) 839-0439 

Lafeyechaimanand president Carios G. | Email: sanfrancisco@devbankphil.com.ph 

‘Dominguez said the new copper plantof Ra- | — & E i 
pu Rapu Processing Inc., a Lafayette sub- Branch Head: Mgr. Joey M. Gaviola 
Sidiary, has installed all the required environ- 
mental measures. 

“But we need to test the whole process, 
which is standard practice all over the world, 
to make sure all systems are up and running 
according to specifications, he said. 

Dominguez, who took over the manage- 
ment of Lafayette last January has been say- 
ing the test runs would be open to all autho- 
rized and concerned parties. 

He added that the company has already 

; lined up various projects to improve the qual 
ty of life in s host communities and spark 
Economie growth in the Southern Tagalog re- 
gion. 

"The company expects ro spend about P320 
millas each year just 10 buy supplies ndadng 

roceris, fish, and meat, om local businesses a 
SPAN can do more once we are already oper- Development Bank of the Philippines 
ating because by then we shall have the funds UTR ea FIT rior 
to Implement our plans to really transform tn cps eres ad deer PE. 
the community” he said. 
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Big investors seen cornering RTBs 


BSP urges Treasury to tighten 
monitoring of bonds distribution 


Tanduay income 
up 12% in '05 


LIQUOR FIRM TANDUAY HOLDINGS Inc. 
said its consolidated net income grew 12 per- 
cent to P736 million in 2005 from P660 mil- 
lion the previous year. 

In a report to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the company said consolidated 
revenues 1 percent to P6.8 billion in 2005 
from P6.76 billion in 2004. 

An 8.6-percent rise in its average selling 
prices boosted revenues, it said. The volume 
of liquor sales, however, slid by 1.2 million. 
‘cases or 7.5 percent. 

‘The increasing prices of goods due to the 
rising cost of fuel resulted in the weakening of 
demand for rum. 

Cost of sales rose 3 percent to P5.3 billion 
in 2005 from PS. billion in 2004 due to an 11 
-percent increase in the costs of alcohol and 
packaging materials. 

‘Operating expenses climbed 5 percent to 
P815 million due to higher advertising ex- 
penses for the promotion of the Five-year 
brand, Cossack Vodka and Guerrero 
Brandy. 

‘At the parent company level, net income 
swelled to P1.8 billion from P619 million. 
Revenues—consisting of dividend income, 
management fees and interest—surged to 
PLS billion in 2005 from P600 million in 
2004. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SM unit posts 
23% profit growth 


SM DEVELOPMENT CORP, THE RESIDEN- 
tial property developer of retail tycoon Hen- 
1y Sy, St, has posted a 23 percent growth in 
consolidated net income to P652 million in 
2005 from P528 million in 2004. 

Tn a report, the company said total revenue 
grew 19.6 percent to P867 million from 
2004 P725.4 million. Gains on investments 
Worth P318 million, it said, contributed to the 
surge in revenue during the year. Sales from. 
real estate, which accounted for 25 percent of 
the total revenue, increased by 2.6 percent to 
P219 million. 

Interest expenses of its wholly-owned SM 
Synergy Properties Holdings Corp. rose 44 
percent to P22 million due to higher loans. 

‘SM Synergy was formed to develop the 
4.T-hectare mid-scale residential condo- 
minium on Doña Soledad Avenue Extension 
in Bicutan, Parafiaque City dubbed Chateau 
Elysee. 

“Taxes and license fees paid also rose to P9.3 
million or a 245-percent increase year-on- 
year due to a disputed idle land tax paid for a 
‘Tagaytay property and bigger local business. 
taxes incurred during the year. 

‘The company owns a parcel of land in 
‘Tagaytay City with an area of 31,498 
square meters. The vacant lot was pur- 
chased at P304.6 million. Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
ASKED the Bureau of the Treasury to tighten. 
the monitoring of the distribution of retail 
treasury bonds (RTBs) as it raised concern 
that only a few small investors were abie to 
avail themselves of these bonds. 

BSP Deputy Governor Diwa Guinigundo 
said more than 80 percent of the RTBs issued 
by the government were being held by big and 
institutional investors-inciuding banks, gov- 
emment-owned and -controlled corporations, 
and private corporations-and that only less 
than 20 percent were held by small investors. 

"Since these are retail bonds and are meant 
to be held by small investors, the Monetary 
Board would like the Bureau of Treasury to 
closely monitor and improve the distribution 
‘of RTBs to ensure that these are sold to small 
investors; Guinigundo said in a letter to Na- 
tional Treasurer Omar Cruz. 

RTBs, unlike other government securities, 
are intended for small investors to boost small 
businesses and encourage investments by in- 
dividuals. The minimum allowable invest- 
ment in RTBs is P5,000. 


However, the BSP said, the purpose of issu- 
ing RTBs might be defeated, given that big in- 
vestors were the ones holding the bulk of the. 
RTBs issued. 

Ia September last year, the Bureau of the 
‘Treasury sold P44.37 billion worth of RTBs to 
help plug a gaping budget deficit and, at the. 
same time, provide investment opportunity 
for small investors. 

Last years budget deficit of the national 
government stood at P146.8 billion. 

"Tbe issuance of RTBs last year was done fol- 
lowing a directive from President Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to mobilize savings and investments. 

Tn response to the BSP' concern, The Bu- 
reau of the Treasury said that while it was the 
intention of the government to distribute the. 
bulk of the retail bonds to small investors, de- 
‘mand from this sector was not enough. 

"You can't give it all to retail investors be 
cause the absorptive capacity is not there," 
Cruz explained. 

But he clarified that the RTB holdings of 
small investors were not as small as the BSP 

He said many big investors redis- 
tributed the RTBs they get by selling them to 
small investors. 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL CAPITAL FUNDING LTD., A 
Cayman Islands-registered special purpose 
unit owned by food and beverage giant San 
Miguel Corp. will issue hybrid securities 
this month to raise fresh funds for the par- 
ent firm, Inguma sources said. 

"While the size of the offering has yet to 
be set, rhe benchmark issue may be at least 
$300 million, the sources said. 

In a separate disclosure, San Miguel 
chief finance officer Ferdinand Constantino 
Said SMCF was planning to issue “a bench- 
mark size offering of perpetua! non-cumu- 
lative, non-voting preferred shares,” which 
were callable or can be paid in five years. 

"The hybrid securities would be a mix of 
debt and equity, which pay a fixed return 
that will be set later but is perpetual or has 
no fixed maturity. 

Four foreign banks Ctigroup Global Mar- 
es Limited, Credit Suisse Securities (Europe) 
Limited, Deutsche Bank AG, Singapore Branch, 
and The Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking 
‘Corp. Lid were tapped as joint book-runners 
and lead managers for the offering 

‘Proceeds from the offering will be lent to 
SMCas a 30-year inter-company loan. 

Industry sources said SMC would use the 
new loan to refinance existing loans. 

Th is thid quarter financial report, San 


SMC special unit offers 
hybrid securities 


Miguel said its loans payable stood at P91.26 
billion during the nine-month period in 2005, 
‘an increase of P65.5 billion from year-ago lev- 
el This was because of the bridge financing 
used by the company to acquire National 
Foods Ld., and the additional borrowings for 
‘working capital requirements and prepayment 
of Ginebra San Miguels long term loans. 

Sources said a roadshow for the issue 
was scheduled for today in Manila and Sin- 
gapore, and Friday in Hong Kong. 

The issue will be marketed to investors ín. 
Zurich and London next week. Pricing may 
‘also be done early next week, sources added. 

In the meantime, certain wire agencies 
reported that Moody's Investors Service 
has assigned a (P)Ba3 foreign currency rat- 
ing to the proposed preferred stock is- 
suance of SMCE. 

‘Moody’ also assigned a Bal local currency 
corporate family and indicative foreign curren- 
cy senior unsecured ratings to SMC. This is the 
fist ime Moody's has assigned ratings to SMC. 

"The Bal local currency corporate family 
rating reflects the size, diversity, and prof- 
itability of San Miguel's operations, which 
encompass alcoholic beverages and soft 
drinks, food and packaging activities in the 
Philippines and as well as food and bever- 
age operations in Australia,” said Charles 
‘Macgregor, vice president and senior credit 
officer at Moody's, in a statement. 


Putting numbers to good use 


DURING THE INCEPTION PROCEDURES IN- 
volved in the emission testing of motor vehi- 
les, the importance of IT or information tech- 
nology component is being repeated over and 
over. 

‘The results of the emission testing done by 
ali the private emission test centers nation- 
wide are being uploaded to a central data- 
bank. The Land Transportation Office and 
other concerned departments will have full 
access to this valuable data. 

In my many years of involvement in advo- 
cacy work, I had developed a love affair with 
numbers. This is because numbers are num- 
bers and you have very litte ground for quar- 
rel about that. Numbers are significant tools 
in any advocacy endeavor because of the 
many interesting stories behind them. The 
stories vary and the degree of their values 
largely depend on how we use and interpret 
them. 

‘Transportation Undersecretary Ricky Al- 
fonso used this PETC database to good 
use—particularly in the analysis of the perfor- 
mance ofthe different emission centers and in. 
tracking down anomalous testing transac 
tions. 


Emission testing performance 

‘There are more relevant stories that these 
numbers can tell. The LTO, under Trans- 
portation Assistant Secretary Annelli Lon- 
Toc, can use this data to punish and call the 
attention of some LTO district officers who 
refuse to respect the law. This database 
when compared with the actual vehicle reg- 
istration transactions of LTO will ell Asec 
Lontoc the sad story that there are many of- 
fleets under her, especially in less urbanized 
cities and provinces, that think they are 
“above the lav.” These are the LTO officers 
that allow their offices to release registra- 
tion certificates even without the mandato- 
ry emission testing. Lam saying this because 
many of the provinces and smaller cities in 
‘Mindanao are so far away from the LTO of 
Imperial Manila. The numbers should be a 
cause for alarm, Some LTO people think 
they ean afford to be complacent about 
street pollution concerns as they think these 
concerns are not serious problems in their 
areas. They think the air in their areas is not 


MINDANAWORLD 


Joji Ilagan-Bian 


asdirty as that in Manila as they have fewer. 
motor vehicles and larger tracts of land. 
This may be true for now but if we don't 
watch out, we will become like Manila 
soon. 


Threats of air pollution. 

The increasing level of air pollution is 
threatening the wellbeing of city dwellers, as 
it impact on human health, and imposing 
rect economic costs. It also threatens long- 
term productivity investment. 

Davao City has been classified as one of the 
‘TSP (total suspended particulates) hot spots 
inthe country, having a high concentration of 
airpollutants in its environment. 

According toa World Bank report, the esti- 
mated damage to human health—in terms of 
resulting deaths, chronic bronchitis, respira- 
tory symptoms and cost of exposure to air pol- 
tulon in Davao City is the second highest 
among four cities at $85 million. Metro Mani- 
la is fist with $292 million while the third 
and fourth are Cebu, $16 million, and Baguio, 
$9 million. 

"The 2002 National Air Quality Status Re- 
port would show that in five of the seven pre- 
ious years, two cities in Mindanao exceeded 
br equaled the highest Metro Manila annual 
Teadings--Davao and Tagum in 1996 and 
Davao, again, in 1999. 

“This should merit our serious attention as it 
shows how air pollution threatens the well- 
being of Mindanawans. 


Street pollution sources 

Transport is a major source of air pollution. 
1n 2003, there were 4.3 million registered ve- 
hieles in the eountry-36 percent are utility 
vehicles; 17 percent, cars; 6 percent, trucks; 1 
percent, buses; 1 percent trailers, and 36 pet- 
Seni, motorcydes and tricyces. Of all vehi- 
les, 70 percent are gasoline-powered while 


the rest use diesel. Most of high mileage PUVS 
are diesel-powered and they emit a signifi- 
‘cant amount of fine particles of emission that 
cause pollution. PUVs outnumber cars by ara 
tio of 2:1. 

In Mindanao, there were 609,817 regis- 
tered vehicles in 2003 and 625,047 in 2004, 
or an annual growth of 11.45 percent. The 
population of Mindanao was projected to 
reach 20.289 million in 2005, growing by 
2.11 percent annually. 

Interestingly, the Mindanao LTO compli- 
ance ratings on mandatory emission testing 
as a prerequisite to vehicle registration range. 
from a low of 40 percent to a high of 95 per- 
cent. A law is a law—so compliance must be 
100 percent, don't you think so? 

In 2001, the Metro Manila Development 
Authority conducted road side inspections 
and apprehensions of smoke-belchers. Some 
8,470 utility vehicles, 4,256 buses, 1,334 
jeepneys were apprehended. Guess what? 
95.6 percent of the utility vehicles, 91.8 per- 
cent buses and 98.1 percent jeepneys failed! 
Other mechanisms 

‘Aside from strict compliance with the emis- 
sion testing requirement for motor vehicles, 
there are other equally important support 
mechanisms to ensure cleaner air for us in 
Mindanao. One of these is a locally initiated 
roadside inspection and apprehension of 
smoke belchers by the LGU, LTO, DOTC, me- 
dia and NGO similar to what MMDA did. This, 
believe, will help clean the air in our major 
thoroughfares. 

"The LTO database should also be used to 
examine the performance of the LTO operat- 
ed MVIS (Motor Vehicle Inspection Sys- 
tem)—the entity that conducts emission test- 
ing of PUVs. These numbers will show us 
whether the MVIS is doing a good or a lousy 
job in testing the PUVs. These numbers can al- 
5o tell us the compliance rating of the LTO of- 
ces. 

Using these numbers might be our only 
hope to reward the good and to punish the 
bad. Political will is a matter of choice—it can 
be used for the good of the greater majority or 
for the survival of the few. 

(Email comments 
hoo.com) 
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Minimum capi 


vency, a company must have P1 
billion,” Escobillo said. 

Forexisting insurers, Escobillo 
said the insurance agency would 
introduce a risk-based capital- 
ization requirement effective Ju- 
y 

“For life, there are four major 
components in assessing or caleu- 


tal... 


lating required capital in accor- 
dance with the risk program, the 
biggest of which is asset deposit, 
then product pricing, interest 
rate sensitivity and operational 
risk," Escobillo said, 

"This is based on a formula 
which divides the capital by the 
riskbase. Doris C. Dumlao 
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Editor Aries Espinosa 


Modern retail taps into 
PLDT Business Solutions 


ONCE AGAIN, IT WAS AN ENLIGHT- 
ened entourage that made its way 
through PLDT Innolab, watching in qui- 
cet wonder as different cutting edge busi- 
mess solutions were revealed. This time 
the Philippine Franchise Association 
(PFA) walked down corridors bedecked 
‘with past and present PLDT milestones. 
From end to end ofa veritable hall of 
history, PFA members first looked upon 
displays of past groundbreaking PLDT 
products and achievements, as well as 
ther contributions to national develop- 
‘ment, After this trip down memory lane, 
the future beckoned around the comer. 
PFA president Robert Trota was visi- 
bly impressed with PLDT's Next Genera- 
tion Network (NGN) workstations, as 
well as call center applications at PLOT 
Innolab. He cited the growing impor- 
tance of contact centers in Customer Re- 
lations Management (CRM) among lo- 
cal franchises. Full time customer ser- 


stronger 


j 
ABS-CBN'S SAGIP KAPAMILYA GARNERS AN ANVIL 
ABS-CBN vice president for gove- the program mounted by ABS-CBN 
ment, corporate atfairsand public in response to the devastation 
relations Maloli Espinosa (middle) brought about by major typhoons in 
receives the Anvil Award of Meritfor 2004. Also in photo are (from left) 
ABS-CBN Foundation campaign Anvil Awards committee chair Joel 
Sagip Kapamilya during the tst Lacsamana, Anvil Awards adviser 
‘Anvil Awards ofthe Public Relations and former PRSP president Bert 
Society of the Philippines (PRSP) Pasquin, chairperson of the board of 
held recently at the Hotel Interconti- — judges Justice Amado Valdez, and 
rental Manila. Sagip Kapamilyais PRSP president Amyiyn de Quiros. 


COCOLIFE, THE CITY OF LEGASPI FORGE MOA 


Cocolfe and The City Government ot 
Legaspi forge an agreement for Cocol- 
its Employee Security Program (ESP) 
for rst Cass Cities and Municipalities. 
The ESP enables more than S00 em- 
ployees of the City Government of 
Legaspi to have botn e insurance and 
salary loan through automatic payroll 


deduction. Present during the signing 
were (standing from left) Cocotte 
South Luzon area head Benedict Moro, 
City Budget Officer Obelia Baldano, Ciy 
Mayor Hon. Noel Rosal, Cocoife agen- 
cy manager Arman Amenia, Legaspi 
branch manager Marco Antonio Sol- 
man and underwriter Vilardo Nugut. 


Among the many well-respected, 
‘award-winning companies that vied 
for the recognition, Mannasoft Tech- 
nology Corp's homegrown business 
solution eCommunica stood out and 
was hailed as the Best ProductSer- 
Vice in Wireless/Mobile Application 
during the e-Services Philippines: 
6th Outsourcing Conference and Ex- 
hibition on Feb. 16, at the Edsa 


Shangri-a Hotel. Shown are Manr 
soft Technology Corp's AVP Mel Y 
son (1st from left) accepting the 
‘award presented by DTI Regional 
Operations Usec. Carissa Cruz, 
Asec and Citem Executive Director 
Felicitas R. Agonciilo-Reyes, Sun 
Microsystems president (judge) 
Cynthia Mamon, and Media Gêway 
chair (Judge) Ibarra Gutierrez. 
Pa | 7 
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MFI SCHOLARS IN RELIEF SERVICE 

‘Members ofthe Tribong MFI, group the Department of Energy in Taguig- 
‘of Meralco Foundation Institue (MFI) Executives (Inset) who spearheaded 
‘Scholars Involved in mission work, the mission include (from fet) Col. 
found themseives occupled with Alex T. Escaño, president, MFI Saudi 
packing of donations from abroad Arabia Ambassador Mohammed 
that was coursed through the League Wal; Malou Erni, executive director, 
ot Corporate Foundations (LCF) for Petron Foundation; lawyer Jose Je- 
thevicims of the Southern Leyte sus G. Laurel, VP, legal and external 
tragedy. Photo shows the scholars at relations, Petron; and Kahlid D. A- 
wworkivthecoveredienniscourtof Saddagn, president, Petron. 


vice quality is a key differentiator 
among food franchises for example, 
even those with “different peak hours”. 

“This relentless innovation, incessant 
testing and development determine 
‘what goes out in the market. The differ- 
‘ent solutions are battle-tested for busi- 
ness deployment,” added PLDT FVP for 
business solutions Nerissa Ramos. 

As an organization, PPA aims to pro- 
mote franchising as a tool for national 
development, as well as identify, assist, 
and develop Small and Medium Enter- 
prises (SMES) with the potential to 
franchise. On July 13 to 16, PLDT Busi- 
mess Solutions will further reinforce its 
support to the PFA by co-presenting the 
2006 Philippine International Franchise 
‘Conference and Expo. PLDT Business 
Solutions partnership with the PFA has 
continued over the years and is geting 


PLDT SVP for corporate business 


group Eric R. Alberto explained that 
"Progressive retailers know very well 
what the critical value of technology i. 
They know that a sale can rely heavily 
on a mere dick of a button and that in 
this day and age of information and 
technology, retail trade innovations are 
the only way o go.” 

“Embracing and implementing tech- 
nology as part and parcel of a retailers 
business process, no longer becomes a 
choice but has now become an impera- 
tive toa retail player's strategic survival; 
and globally established retailing com- 
panies have proven that the use of tech- 
nology has not only enriched their cus- 
tomers in-store experience but also en- 
abled them to build a loyal and stable 
customer base.” 

Alberto also pointed out that the real- 
ly good news is that "these technologies 
are now available at your fingertips 
from PLDT Business Solutions.” 


TOYOTA SERVICE SKILLS OLYMPICS 
Toyota Motor Philippines Corp recently honored 
is service advisors and general job technicians 
during the annual Toyota Service Skilis Olympics 
atts manufacturing plant in Santa Rosa city in 
Laguna. Service Advisor and general Job Techni- 
can champions from the 24 participating Toyota 
dealer network competed with one another to 
showcase ther skils. This annual event show 
‘hat Toyota produces not only the best cars in the. 
world, but also the best service advisors and gen- 
eral job technicians in the industry. The annual 
competition is aso an avenue for Toyota network 


The Westwood Lane: A world- 
class community in Pasig City 


‘THE LAST AVAILABLE FIRSTCLASS RESI- 
dential homes in Valle Verde VI, The West- 
wood Lane at No. 14 Firefly Steet is 2 
metropolitan community of 12 residential 
units - four duplex and four single-detached. 

Each one of these units was feng shui-guid- 
ed and masterfully planned to make the most 
‘out of every inch of space. There are three lev. 
els, with two rooms with toilet and bath in 
each of the upper levels, and one maid's room 
and tollet and bath in the basement. There's a 
3ar garage in the single-detached and a 
two-car garage in the duplex units. The laun- 
dry area, dirty kitchen and pantry are also in. 
the basement. 

The ground floor is a showcase of elegance, 
from its welcoming mini-garden to its high 
cellinged, spacious interior — a relaxing foyer, 
a dining room with a view of the garden out- 
side, the clean kitchen with modular-type 
cabinets, and the all-imported fixtures in the 
toilezand-bath. 
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Benefits of coconut fiber 
ALOTOFARTICLES 

and esearch findings 

Tave shown the bene- 

‘is of a regular intake 

otber n ihe diet. ina. 

Study oncardovascur 

ar disease, a Non-fber diet was associated 

witha 21 percent ower risk ot heart disease. 
Eight grams of fer can easly be added to the 

| diet by substtuting whole wheat foods, suchas | 
Coconut Nutrion experts suggest tat we 
Should take between 20 and 35 grams ot fera 
diy That wouid be an ideal number but doing 
Sols seemingly nard. However, increasing your 

| ber intake by eve a smali amount can have 
beneficial effects on heart halin. Adding as lt- 
‘teas 2103 tablespoons ot coconut fber a day 
to your det may be ali you need to take advan- 
tage of many of the heat benefits coconuts 
Tas to otter. To get the heart bereits of coconut 
fiber tha herbal Supplement company ABS 
Hers nroduced Kolestrim which contains 

| pure coconut fer and garic in capsule which 
Tray help reduce the risk of heart attack and 
‘tok, [is avaiable in leading drugstores na 

onutde and attordably priced at P7.65 per 

| capsule. The recommended ak is one cap- 
Sue betore every meal. For more information 

about the product vist uw as-hers com gh 


Complete Oriental meal- 

in-a-box from Ministop 

NOW, YOU CAN EN- 

ioy your favorite 

Japanese and Chi- 

Tese rice any time 

With Ministops de- 

tif Topper meals 

~ celiclous Oriental 

ce toppings served 

in convenient boxes 

Toppers, which uses 

speciai fragrant rice 

ta Nghignt ts flavor, is avaliable in throe vari- 

ants: Chicken Try, Beef Brisket, Kat- 

Sudon Chicken Teriyaki i a fling Japanese 

Teal wth lean chicken meat in sae teriyaki 

Sauce on top of tried rice. Be Brisketis a 

Saucy Chinese meal with arg chunks of ten- | 

er bee in sweet and spicy sauce on top of 

ot rid rice. Finally, Katsudon s a popular 

Japanese specialty with breaded pork chops 

‘ontop of rianta-syie red rice. Ministop 

Topon mesis aro avatabie ata vory anor- | 

anke prico of PS0 per serving. So teast on Top- | 
| 
| 


| pers rice toppings in-a-box t the nearest 
Ministop store for a delicious, complete and 
affordable Oriental meals now! 


‘The second floor is another story with its 
romantic balcony, the master bedroom 
equipped with a monitor for surveillance 
cameras, the sub-master bedroom with a view 
of the living room, and the hallway overlook- 
ing the living room. 

‘On the third floor are two more bedrooms, 
and a study room, a leisure room and a family 
hall, and another balcony. 

The amenities are everything that you will 
find in world-class residences. All meant to 
provide every family the safery, comfort and 
convenience that they need. 

The best partis that The Westwood Lane is 
justa stone's throw away from the commer- 
cial and business district that is Ortigas Cen- 
ter, and only afew minutes drive to SM Mega- 
mall, Edsa Shangri-La and Gateway, Cubao. 

"The Westwood Lane is a first-class project 
of BetterLand Development Corp, a sub 
sidiary of So-En. More information about this 
project can be had at 716-6588 or 715-8547. 


Reunion of 
UP Class 66 


[MEMBERS OF THE UNIVER. 

sty ofthe Philippines Cass of 

1966 wil hold reunion on Apri. 

23, athe UP Cornel (UPCO) Swim- 

‘ming Pool in UP Los Bos. The reunion, wich wil 
stat at 9am, wil be a prelude tothe UP Alum 
Homecoming on June 24, when Cass 66 wil be the 
‘ay bara. Te cass slogan “Go for Goid in 

410 isin preparation for 2016, when the css wil be 
the ruby jubiarians. Cass members in UP Los Balos 
"wil host the reunion. The day's program wil incudea 
tour ofthe Rice Museum at the Internationa! Rice Re- 
search inst, and demonstrations of virgin coconut 
(ol production at he insit of Biotechnology and ot 
uter and cheese processing at Ie Dairy Training and 
Research Insitute. Vic Valdepeñas, president of Union 
Bari and a member ol e cass, vll hast merienda in 
tre afiemoon. Members ofthe dass who wish to join 
the reunion can sign up with Andrew Q. Nocon (el. 
20-8371 or 0918-8301529) or Dr. Lydia Rodriguez 
‘Arcola (tel 929-8228, 831-8884 or 0920- 
‘9149974. Nocon heads Cuss 6 in this years alumni 
homecoring.Arcelana is UP's assistant vice presi- 
dert or pubic affairs and director of alumni relations. 


Ready for the worid with 


Charmee feminine products 
GRADUATION TIME IS BOTH EXCITING AND EX 
lating. But R can sso be a tense and neous mo- 
ment But Charme gits hav noting to fear wah the 
‘Sty features ta brand provides It users They are 
aree sale and secre wi te confor and 
tare provided by Chameelemrine products such as 
Sarine pas, payers ana ts newest teminine 
‘wipes. Chamee Feminine Pads has soft and comot- 
able cover hat provides smooth and gente protection, 
Gl around tow guard Pat heips prevent sde kakages, 
Song adhesives Inat help keep ne pa securely i 
Piace ans tor every regular day protection, Cnamee 
Parner and Ghamee Feminine Wipes keep one 
fetng cm and resh al 1e time. Wah Charmes 
feminine products grs can body face what he tuture 
fs to ofl Chemes Feminine protection products 
‘se abi shining superar, groceries and 
drugscresratenwie al aortale pics 


Practical courses for lawyers 
THE DIOKNO LAW CENTER, AN MCLE ACCREDITED. 
isto, ofer he folowing pacicl courses 
for lawyers at the ACSC Towe 26 foo, Ayala cor. 
Son. GE Puyat Avenues, Mata Cy Api 21 (2-4 
Pm) -The Nuts nd Bots of Money Laundering. 
emia andthe Anti-Money Laundering Counck, (45 
pm) -APractea Guide to Handing Habeas Corpus 
Eases; Apt 28 (2-4 p.m )- How to Handie Logis- 
the inquires and Bua Ribbon Commie iestiga- 
ons (-5 pum) - Howto Conduct a Legal Audit ot 
im Agicutura Land Transaction. For more inlorma- 
Son contact Jom Nazareno/Daisy Buenaventura at 
(826 3367041, dikncmcenterGormal con. 


service Skills Olympics 
rai Category | 1 


personnel to showcase their world-class skis 
and to enhance customer-driven attitude that they. 
dally tasks to better serve the cus- 
“Toyota always stresses the value of 
achieving the highest level of technical and cus- 
tomer care skills among all team members, in- 
cluding dealer technicians and service advisors. 
Due to its training program and participation 
from its dealer network, Toyota has achieved the 
highest rank in automotive dealer service in the 
Philippines in the recent D Power Customer Sat- 
Isfaction Index Survey for two consecutive years. 


PANASONIC FOR LEYTE 

Matsushita Electric Industrial Co Ltd (Japan) and 
Panasonic Group (Philipines) raised donations 
amounting to P2,155,000 to help in supporting 
minors orphaned by the recent Southern Leyte 
landslide. Photo shows Panasonic Manufacturing 
Philippines Corp president Seiichi Fukami (right) 
presenting the ceremonial check to the Diocese 
of Maasin Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas. 


PSOF HAS NEW PRESIDENT 

Barbie Atienza FPM, 

past president of the 

Personnel Management 

Association of the 

Philipines, was recent- 

y elected unopposed as 

new president of the 

Philippine Society of 

Fellow in Personnel 

Management (PSOP) 

Also elected were vice 

president Moje Ramos-Aquino, secretary Lulu Fer- 
mando, treasurer Danny Pancho and PRO Dr. EG 
(Ong. The society is an exclusive organization of ac- 
credited human resource management practitioners 
who have distinguished themselves in the protes- 
Sion. Itis responsible for bestowing among certified 
members the sued titles Fellow in Personnel 
Management (FPM) and Associate Fellow in Per- 
sonnel Management (AFPM), exclusively reserved 
tor sorme 200 top HRM professionals in the county, 


POLICYHOLDER WINS TRAVEL 
PACKAGE FROM PHILAMLIFE 
Phiamite policy owner Randy Senense (eft) and 
colleague gamely pose with Disney icon Mickey 
Mouse during their recent Hong Kong holiday get- 
away. Senense won inthe industry leaders Premium 
Panalo Rafie Promo. Pitan organizes simiar 
promos and contests yearly as incentive to clients 
wno dilgentiy and promptly pay their premium dues. 
Valued cents can look forward to more eats and 
rewards trom Prilamile promos this year. 


MATIMCO AT 14TH 
CONSTRUCTION SHOW CEBU 
Matsmco inc, a major player in the country's wood in- 
dustry. hes confirmed its participation in the forth- 
‘coming 14th Construction Show Cebu slated on June. 
210 5, at tha Cebu Trade Hall, oor SM Cily Cebu. 
‘Shown are (from let) Litbeth Ducut-Abais, managing 
‘rector LA. Ducut and Company Inc; and AMin 
Hing. AVP for markeung, Malimco Inc For detalls on 
he evont, contact LA. Ducut at Manila (021873- 
8876, 873-9047, 873-1198; Cebu (032/232-3729; 
230-4740; col. nos. (0917)838-2189, (0916)613- 
9179; or ¢-mal to Info@taducut com. 
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putéhencorn, A breathtaking discovery...| Rizalian : 


‘Or the instructions of Akasya BPV, nc E Just 10 minutes fr bcr. 2 ^ 
ONLINE AUCTION puoc ENERGY beveLcewewr componamion POC, picto | Batch. 20 
Heavy Tank Fabrication Equipment | | 525555: mires cnn SY $ general 


Tocation: Subic, Pasig - Philippines 
INVITATION TO FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID assembly 


mes mcum aaa N E PINES WES 


Bending Rolls (2001); MESSER GRIESHAM SC ZXR CNC Siac Ano SERVICE venice FOR METRO VANLA AND BATANGA: OPEN HOUSE ON APRIL 22 & 23, 2006, BEEN Ed] 
‘Two-Head Plasma Cutting Machine; RANSOME 20T Cap. Batch '90 graduate to a 
Welding Positioner; (8) Hydraulic Jacks SOT Capacity each; general assembly on. 


Q) MILLER Welding Machines (yen E April 22, Saturday, 
Spm. at the RHS 


Location; Pasig. Philippines pa apes li i Manni Fal, Caniogan, 
Do au Rosco bandsan: 2 Hydro Test Pumps EES a parana A ronan eee Peer Pre Ed fp SDE i 


E Pasig Chy. For details 
eee Fete peste el ay pos mes «geal ccs ui Bio s and aiies please eal 
o register plese v our abd Lilliemer Manalo at 
For further information please contact Obert Cinco at 0922-809-5405 or Eu- 
se 65 aoe 0s Ea she dnce com : : : gene Espinosa a 
Golndustry hoes onan mag ars Canons yr L thefun, Reminisce the 
Henry butcher Sic savers wees ENOC EDC mer toy a pt ee wa ny B promenis and share the 
pete m umm rer red der 


SACRA - U-belt fair 


As thousands of new 


"m 
0% interest for 5 years college graduates por 
fected ots jer the prospect ol 
Saat finding their frst major 

DE job, St Thomas Square 

i announces the holding 

Earn from your Upline's sales, R ae 77-22-745 Fired 
Eam from your Crossiine's sales ARS FRUI CUORE PL EDO EE Fair. The bel Career 
ee REY ERE alia rt Euki y yq e ES etd FILUNYEST Fair will be held on 


= Apri 28.29 at Si. The 
TT you do, attend our Business Opportunity Presentation pus asi Wane S Loose mas Square located st 
Aon 20 8 2,4 PM, Apri 22, 10 AM B Aort 24, 4 PM ICD EE SKIN DISEASES HAPPY BIRTHDAY | Espana Biva. corer Pa- 
Rm 1507 Ante Gobel Bidg, Jula Vargas St. dre Campa street, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 5, DDR | “JULIE ANN KUA” Sampaloc, Manila. For 

“Tat or call Jule at 0915-3076377 for more details. Famn, ae eA aana o | | RrotumveoEE me beso a 
Scene sao ei One Tem Foros Ony | |MOLECYSTSCAR REMOVAL WE MISS YOU! mennaan 


Are you a Network Marketer? 


| How would you like to: mi "oeo ecT coorenave mc 


{io sooo) ie Pe moso B nce Ces me | | RELODPAPSUEAR seisasia or call Joyce 


rae ‘pera aero | LOVE: MAMA & PAPA | Paguio at 722-9303 or 


We Buy ——————MÀÀ | | 
Torimmedmeriins | | ge WEPUice | | Be: “ge — erret 


Washington | | PROGRAMMERS dE ides c sad ect. | cai. Qc. 
Tutorial | (sa geene Mr ae More Palscon celehrates 
Center | aaae e cow 3 4373898/9 139474] 19" founding day 


poo — | sess sostas Classified with Cory 0 


looking for ‘Wi two years worerg. 0817-8473744 
) THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL. 
Tutor vasaros e gaap aeaaea Adson ojom (Palscon), a labor code- 
829-0978 OR SEHE 3 18 Sonpllnt proesiora organizan af ence 
> BETTER JOBS 3 Providers is celebrating its 19" Founding 
- Anniversary at To Legend, Vilas, Pioneer 
Street. Mandaluyong Cy today. Ms. Cory 
Quirino TV Host and Inquirer Columnist is the 
BITU ARIES quest of honor and will talk about "Wellness." 
Palson president is lawyer Giovanni H. Melgar, 
vice president is Rafael S. Chico, officers and 
m board ot directors are Evelyn R. Boria, secretary. 
I —— DE. Loida T. Bautista, treasurer, Rowena S. 
"n MG Maceren, auditor, Grace A. Zata, press relation 


724-5221 


itect Celta Caudal Dizon | | officer, Nelia E. Castro, Emma H. Pabillo, Henry 


B. Nuqui, Rodolfo DC Enriquez and Ernesto A. 
| Domingo, Jr. members of the board of direc- 
if tors. For more information, please get in touch 


ane airbender as Died peacefully in the Grace of our Lord ¥ Sart Ean snis n 
o ee on April 19, 2006 at the age of 83. 


Her bereaved family Tayo na sa Antipolo 


son Dr Alejandro “Dondi” Dizon, Her children Cesar, Olive and Alex; THE STATUE OF OUR LADY TRACES TTS ORIGIN 
laughter-in-law Fatima “Fay p = from an artisan-carver in 16^ century Mexico, that 
grandchildren Cristina and Anton, daughters-in-law Aloih and Leny; Was acquired by Governor General uan Nifo de 
grandchildren Tina, Tracy, Terry, — | Derm bas tana napactn 
ma R E A tn Ticky, Stephanie, Topty and Toffy; Eo the Jenat mc n utamur Mania. 
Cul ! | arandchildren-in-law Alfred and Daniel; || -The imase was brought ro Antipolo by the Jesu 
Tiongco, Miren & Eddie + Bonus, Tony & gra n i" red at laniel; its in 1591 after Fr. Pedro Chirino, S.J. had been. 
o parien prs for Apol, Tsay and ie 


November 23, 1922 - April 16,2006 — Terry Caudal, Amauri t Caudal, Freddie t & Patty great granddaughter Nania; 
‘Caudal, Best & Tata Caudal, Andy & Lou Caudal, deben xd friends requi neighboring towns. 

Digos & Glo Caudal, Other tative: and fende request 1E 839. Sine Chinese rebels who were eeating 

" " rs j i from Manila towards the Sierra Madre Mountains. 

all her nephews, nieces, grandchildren and friends | Me resales O JAN Bere npr Oe plundered the village of Antipolo. They set the 

who love her so much request the pious readers to for her eternal happiness Church on fire, but the Blessed Image did not and 

ray for the eternal repose of her sou eade burn. The eden propelled the Gover: 

er » in the piece of our Lord. nor General, D. Sebastian Hurtado de Concuera to 

dere ances ofthe Virgin o Manila, n, to 

Her remains lie in state at Our Lady || Simiewheretieingewastentaortnuneen 

Interment will be on Friday, April 21, 2006 of Consolation Parish Church, from 1648101748, the image of ur Lady was 

at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina afier the $00 am mass. : talento the voyages to Acapulco, Afer each wip, 

a a aee Mene Miranilla Homes, Tandang Sora, the egin was tse ar the harbor y e Cpe 

Quezon City. a Gea and the Archbishop of Mania. Belis 

sree sounded and ignphant "es" were sung as 

ass Sm ofere y peci fel Forms ol greeting her back, The Mass was sung in 
ona Sandigan Foundation on Monday, Apr 17 pm) Zonta Mandaluyong on ; : abs forms of greeting her back, The Mase was sung in 

Tuesday, Apri 18 (7pm), United Architects of the Philipines on Thursday, April 20 (7pm) — | Interment will be on April 22, 2006 Mene Archbishop would then eboduct her 
at the Himlayang Pilipino becker owm aa 

In lieu of flowers & donations to the Home of Joy or Home of the 4 Ah) Despite veing of Mexican provenance, the 

Destitute & Dying of Mother Teresa are more appreciated. after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. (| Bronn Virgin" of Antipolo is considered the most 


Her body lies at the Mount Carmel Chapel, Broadway St, New Manila, QC 


pino" among the images of Mother Mary in the 
Philippines. The image had been carved from dark. 
‘brown ebony hardwood. 

The love for Our Lady of Antipolo created a 


Frl modern form of devotion among Filipino travelers, 
EWE and toutes who believe tat a visit ora 
FAUSTINO ADRIANO D. MADAMBA, SR. '| Eam a testing: "en 


of San Nico, lat Norte and Bacolod City. ‘Over of new cars believe that a blessing from 


CARLITO “Boy” FAROL BAGUI  Bescefally went home to his Lond on April 11, 2006 at the age of 31. the Our Lady is a necessity, like the LTO registra 


| 
PESER EERE nae ehe] Exact Ce 
| 


Our Dearly Beloved 


Ae ie M e ua cria eile, | Uim 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord on STi Dette Andre Anna bile ad Sharon Rose, Have Joy ae Hanaah JN ‘The present Shrines dint from the niobe pile 
Tin nas tread eng Moma Capea upto age century. The idylle rural barrio of yer. 
April 16, 2006 at the age of 60. Mandalagan, Bacolod Cy. gerzhas now! been transformed imo a major ayol 
m BEEN pta asse Roling Hils Memori Pak ater d| Rizal, What has noc been tainted, however, is the 
: EET e scere cal] fol devotion, folk endearment or this Our La 
Hs wile Dixie; his chidren Coogie (BD) & Tine, EE e: e| folder (ak anes clei combing 


Peewee & Lea, Mico & Shen, Budi, Christine, 2 every and religlon, pity and picnics, 
Chino; his brothers & sisters: Menchit, Chona (1). 
Cely, Cesar, Jun, Conrad (t), Teteng; 
miden Bien, Bastien, Aron, y ds pee The Board of Directors, Officers and Staff of 
Mika, Sean, Carlo; relatives and friends request the RURAL BANK OF LEMERY, INC. 
pious readers to pray for the etemal repose of his 
m Extend its deepest sympathy and condolences 
to the bereaved family of 


His body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz, Sucat. 


— Natividad Panganiban Mayuga 


Former Vice President, Treasurer and concurrent Director 


who peacefully joined her Creator 
‘on Easter Sunday, April 16, 2006 at the age of 92. 
aun ARMANDO D. MEDINA — Fe eee u secre NE seis ar ru) 
paper e ee ott gh eet 
Seer teen a 
eU eden 


Interment will be on Saturday, April 22, 2006 at Loyola Memorial Park, 
Sucat Road, Parafiague City after the 9:00 a.m, Mass. 


The University of Saint La Salle-College of Medicine seeks to 
provide quality medical education which promotes academic 
excellence, ethical practice, the spirit of inquiry and research, and 
Christian values anchored on the Lasallian charism of faith, zeal, and 
service. 


The University of Saint La Salle-College of Medicine is 
the first medical school in Negros Island. Special features 
of the college are the integration of Bioethics thro 
the 4-year curriculum, its strong emphasis on service to the 
poor, and its faculty corps of highly-qualified medical 
specialists who are dedicated to the teaching ministry, 
with a 3:1 facully-student ratio. 

— — 


Animated by the spirit of St. John Baptist de La Salle, the College 
of Medicine aims to produce competent, compassionate and ethical 
physicians who are motivated by their Christian Faith and are 
committed to serve the health needs ofthe province and the country, 


à | FIRST GRADUATION RITES 
APRIL 9, 2006 5PM 
L.. ST. LA SALLE COLISEUM} 


CLASS 2006 


LAARNI AMBER O. ABAJA 
MARIELLA MACRINA T. ARANETA 
RADCIBEL C. CARAM 
MELVIN R. CHICO 
TERESITA M. DY 
GERARD PAULR. ESPELETA 
APRIL MARIE O. GENTUGAYA 
ENRIQUE M. GRAJALES JR. 
* |: KENBERLY T. HAO 
i CHAD BRYAN P. HILADO 
MARC P. JAPITANA 
MARY ANN S. JOCSON 
RICHARD PHILIP F. KOCHOA 
NEIL V . MADERAZO 
EMMANUEL ENRIQUE J. MAGALONA JR. 
ANDYLOU D. MANGUBAT 
BIEN ELI P. NILLOS 
JOYCE S. PEDRESO 
MA. CLARISSA UY-PATRIMONIO 
GABBY B. PENACUBA 
CELNA MAE L. TEJARE 
LEAH R . TIPAGAD 
f > i JOANNE MAE JAYME-VILLANUEVA 
| MA. CORNELIA |. ZARCENO 


UNIVERSITY OF ST. LA SALLE 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 
Bacotop City 
PHILIPPINES 


ri Commitment to Service 


We, i 
the Pioneer Class of 2006 of USLS College of ‘Medicine, inspired by the ideals 
of St. John Baptist de La Salle, trained to become Christian professional 
doctors, and adhering to our Lasallian values and Filipino heritage, commit 
ourselves to promote the culture of life and to serve our countrymen especially 
the poor. Therefore with confidence we pledge to offer 40 hours of : individual 
community service as physicians, with the hope of providing free medical care 

to those who are in need of it the most, especially the [east fortunate. . 


We make this pledge this 9th day of April 2006 
before our mentors, families and our fellow £asalfians 
fiere in Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, Philippines. 

So help us God. A 
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Administrative Officer 


Tene 


CAS WLEDCORAN 
A CLARISSA - ARON 


[ej ae 
Sar ee nee CLASS 2008 


ma 


(AA 


MEDICAL ADVISORY BOARD 


Dr. Benito Bionat 

- Chief Medical Training Officer, 

C. Montelibano Regional Hospital (CUWARH) 

Dr. Luisa Efren 

- Provincial Health Officer, Negros Occidental 
Dr. Evangeline Johnson 

- CEO, Our Lady of Mercy Specialty Hospital 
Dr. Ma. Estrella Ledesma 

- Chief of Hospital, Don Jose Locsin 

Memorial Provincial Hospital (DJLMPH) 

Dr. Ernesto Namin 

= Consultant, Riverside Medical Center (RMC) Medi 
Dr. Rodolfo Nonato aeaee 

- Medical Director, RMC 
Dr. Carmencita Sarrosa 

- Assistant Medical Administrator, RMC 
Dr. Domingo Vega 

- Chief of Hospital, CLMMRH 
Dr. Carmelo C. Canto 

- Dean, USLS College of Medicine 
Br. Gus Boquer, FSC, EdD 

- President, USLS 
Dr. Elsie Coscolluela 

- Vice President for Academic Affairs , USLS 


FACULTY MEMBERS 
MICIO-PARA. EGAL MEDICINE JURISPRUDENCE 
Or. Henry F Alavaren Dr, Augustus Ceasar J. Tan 
Dr. Joon E Cerrada 
Dc Tonia. Deocadez 
Dr Dolore Romela tipies - Ruiz 
Hs. Dearbom Trojera 
NEUROSCIENCE 
x Wilson D. Tulmo 
Dr. Ma. Eugene G. Amante 
Dr. Maro Marchadesch 
BIOCHEMISTRY Dr. Camelo C. Canto 
Dr. Pamela A. Marchadesch Dt. Michell Mae G. Yusay 
Dr. Grace C. Vilavecer a w 
Dr. Cheryl P. Tampus Dr Lur f. Allaejor 
Ms. Fara Dina Yrzon De. Ma Theresa M. Maestral 
Dx Eval. Pechera 

Dc Kate. Json 
Dr. Lucio Susan N. Antonio 

i 


ANATOMY 

Dr. Nestor O. Amante 

Dr. Jude Thaddeus M. Garcia 

Dr. Jose D. libo-on It 

Dr. Julian izaldy C. Raca 

Dr. Gabriel L Hinolan 

Dr. Antonio J. Tan 

Dr. Walthauser H. Viaje 

Dr. Jeremias Manue! K Moscardon 


Dr. Ma. Carolina Cisina R. Alejano 
Dr. Claridelh C. Guanzon 
Dr. Svart H. non 
Dr. Jose T, Pondan 
Dr. Mary Jean, Garcia 
Dy, Josephine Atucena J Ton 
Dr. Mary Johnson Cabalna 
Dr. Antonia S. Gensoli 
ol 


Department Chairs: 

Anatomy - Dr. Nestor Amante 
Biochemisty ~ Dr. Pamela Marchadesch 
Family & Commurily Medicine 
~ Dr. Balintawak Gareza 
+ Dr. Reynddo Pineda 
Microbiology & Parasitology 

- Dr. Henry Alovaren 
Neuroscience- Dr. Wison Tulmo 
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

~ Dr. Luz Allorejos 
Pharmacology - Dr. Chrsiine Marie Puey 
Pathology  - Dr. Hans Francis Ferraris 
Pedidhics - Dr. Ma. Carolina Cristina Alejano 
Physiology - Dr. Ethel Marie Locson 
Psychiatry -Dr Antonio Gauzon 
Surgery - Dr. Amullo Seares, X. 


Section Heads: 


4 Bloethics = Dr. Ma Estrella ledesma 
ENT - Dr. Edward Anthony Puey, Jr. 
Histology - Dr. Ana Richella Jara-Lazaro 


EHYSIOLOGY 

D. hel Tangarorang-Locson 
Dr.Ma. Remedios R Tomas 
Dr. Ma. Socoro J. Maravilla 
Dr. Alexander C. Edralin 

De. Athur Y. Ascalon 

Dr. Radela Yvonne R. Cortes 
Dr. Mini N. Legaspi 

Dr. Beverly B. Baliguos 

Dr. Joaquin Moreno 


‘BOETHICS 

Dr. Mo. Estrella R. Ledesma: 
Fr. Nilo M. Justalero 

Mr. Danilo V. Tog-at 


 OPHIHAWMOIOGY - 
agora uen Dr Ricardo L. Galaga, Jr. 


Dx Nonto B. Avectia 
De. Jay Eusebio 

Dx Josefina A. Yap 

Dr. Cristina. Eusebio 

Dr. Dando P. Guanzon, J. 


Dr. Balintawak S. Gareza 
Dr. Edileon P. sito 

Dr. Inocentes A. Lauveña, Jr. 
Dr. Jovy. Vergara 

Dr. Luisa B. ren 

Dr. Jessica G. Fama 

Dr. Pilar F. Mabasa 


YCHAIN. 

Dr Antonio M. Gouron 

Dr Mae nda G. de Lururioga 
D. Cheryl V. Fania 

Dc Ma. Jocelyn G. Gayares 
Dr eo Angelo A. Gerona IN 
Dy. Teresa L Monlinola 


‘ORTHOPEDICS 
x Anthony C. Kho 


Dr. Edward Anthony G. Puey, J. 
Dx Jose Ramon M. Ariola 


HISIOIOGY 
pe Wohl haa laxo Dr. Melanie Ann G. Gorosin 


Dr. Ma. ls J. Vergara-Salazar 
Dr. Charles Michael A. Buyco 


RADIOLOGY. 

Dr. Nenita Dumagut 
Dr. Glen de los Reyes 
Dr. Rorenda B Tubilora 


For Further Information on 


‘PHARMACOLOGY. 
Dr. Chvisiine Mati A. Puey 
Admission Requirements, Testing 


Dx Lamie L Vencer 


& Interview Schedule & Fees 
please reter to: 
College of Medicine 
University of St. La Salle. 

La Salle Ave. Bacolod City 6100 
Tel #: (034) 433-3151 
olmedQusis.edu 


] legal Medicine/Juisprudence 


Dr. Augustus Ceasar Tan 
Ophthalmology - 

Orthopaedic 

Radiology 


Dr. Joan E. Cerrada 


MEDICINE 

Dr. Reynaldo V. Pineda 
Dr. Edwin H. Tomas. 

Dr. Ernalin T. Agraviador 
Dr. Ma. Joseta Sobrepefia 
Dr. Brian Antorio T. Togle. 
Dr. Joan Apdol 

Dr. Adonis A. Guancia 


Dx Rafoelfo O. Salvador 
Dr Save Regina’. Jesena 
Dr. Rhona Tiv - Balinas 
PATHOLOGY. 

Dr Hans Francis D. Ferrata. 
Dr. Etbeto R. Loyda 

Dr. leni G. Montes 

Dr. Melorie Rose B. Lervdo 
Dr. Watter L Vilonveva 


SURGERY. 

Dy. Amilo D. Seares, N. 

Dr. Ma. Mohal Gange - Maeshal 
Dr. Ricardo Pado J. Yusay 

Dr. Hector G. Gayares, Jt. 

Dr. John P. Alejano 

Dr. Christian Raymond L Magbojos 
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Regulators agree to share 
info to protect investors 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE COUNTRY'S FOUR FINANCIAL REGU- 
Jators—Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, Insurance 
Commission and Philippine Deposit Insur- 
ance Corp.—yesterday agreed to share infor- 
mation to heip protect the investing public 
"The heads of these four agencies compris- 
ing the Financial Sector Forum (FSF)—BSP 


Governor Amando Tetangco Jr, SEC chair Fe 
Barin, IC chief Evangeline Escobillo and PDIC 
officer in charge Imelda Singzon—signed a 
memorandum of agreement to establish a 
multilateral information-sharing network. 
The multilateral MOA lays out a framework 
for the sharing of relevant reports and infor 
mation essential in the effective performance 
ofthe regulators over financial institutions. 
"The sharing framework considers disclo- 
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sure prohibitions as parties agree to strictly 
observe confidentiality rules on shared data,” 
the FSF said ina statement. 

"The MOA supplements existing bilateral data- 
sharing arrangements among member agencies. 

An integral part of the MOA is the invento- 
ry of reports which, among others, describes 
each pertinent report, its source agency and 
the frequency each report is submitted to and. 
generated by the source agency. 

"The MOA also calls for the generation of a 
universal master-ist of all accredited agents 
among FSF agencies which covers external 
auditors credit rating agencies and appraisal 
companies. 

"The covenant also paves the way fora consul- 
tation process among FSF agences when formu- 
Tating regulations on reports required for sub- 
mission from its regulated financial institutions, 

Tn the long term, the FSF is keen on policies 
on six “high-priority” areas affecting the fi- 
nancial sector: risk management, capital ade- 
quacy issuance of securities by non-banks, 
prudential limits, collective investment 
Schemes and analogous insurance products. 

"The FSP is a voluntary cooperative endeav- 
or ofthe concerned agencies to provide an in- 
stitutionaized framework for coordinating 
the supervision and regulation of the finan 
cial system, while preserving each agency's 
mandate 


Airbus sees 
strong sales 
for small jets 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AIRLINES IN ASIA-PACIFIC WILL CONTINUE. 
to buy more short-haul twinjet aircraft, com- 
plimented by periodic acquisitions of longer- 
Tange wide body planes, in the near future, 
according to a spokesman for the worlds 
largest plane maker. 

‘Asa result of this trend, European aircraft 
manufacturer Airbus foresees continuing 
strong demand for its A320 short- to mid 
range aircraft from airlines in the region, in- 
cluding its main clients in the country Philip- 
pine Airlines and Cebu Pacific Air. 

Ina press briefing, Airbus regional commu- 
nications representative Anthony Philips said 
this prognosis was supported by trends seen. 
last year where 460 A320 aircraft were deliv- 
ered toairlines in the region last year. 

"Of this number, 267 [A320 aircraft] went to. 
low-cost carriers inthe Asia-Pacific," he said. 

Major buyers of the smallest jet in the Air- 
bus family last year were airlines from China, 
India and Malaysia. 

All told, 16 low-cost carriers in the region. 
have selected the A320, mainly because of its 
low operating cost, he said. 

"The aircraft maker is counting on the con- 
tinued boom in the low-cost carrier industry, 
especially since it is still in its infancy in Asia 
compared to Europe and North America, 

"Philips pointed out that only 6 percent of the. 
passenger traffic in the Asia-Pacific region go 
Through low-cost carriers compared to 30 percent. 
in North America and 20 percent in Europe. 


Improvement 
of RP business 
climate sought 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND 
private sector firms yesterday signed a memo- 
Fandum of understanding aimed at evaluat- 
ing how the country's investment climate may 
be improved. 

"The MOU provides for a grant of $87,000 
or about P4.5 million to the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the Philippines efforts to 
study ways in promoting an environment 
more conducive to business. 

Robert Ludan, an economie counselor at the. 
US embassy said the grant would fund such stud- 
des and the issuance of period reports about in- 
‘vestment climate issues in the Philippines 

Ludan said the Investment Climate Im- 
provement Project would cover governance 
issues such as corruption and the tax environ- 
ment as well as the legal framework affecting. 
businesses and regulatory transparency, 

Amcham director John Forbes said the ICIP 
‘would basically follow through with and im- 
prove on the chambers Philippine roadmap. 


to attracting more foreign investment, 

Forbes added that American's concerns in 
other areas cover peace and order issues; 
electoral reforms; restoration of incentives to 
investors in the Clark special economic zone. 
and the creation of a Department of Informa- 
tion and Communication Technology, 
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Anaspiring 
: Filipino 

chef must 
appreciate 
his 


1 f^ and do it 
MUSCLES. ca properly 


LUMPIANG ubod presented two ways—as spring roll and in a pouch 


Take two 
for Filipino food 
promotion 


TT MAY SEEM ODD THAT A FILIPINO FOOD 
festival will be held in Cebu, at the Mactan 
Shangri-La, next week. Such festivals are usu- 


«ny Kitche, 2 
summer cooking classes with 
Vicky Veloso — Barrera 
Second batch begins May 1 
Kids learn the joys of cooking 
in small, 100 % hands-on classes 
call 410-2279 or 0916-516-5035 


CLASSES START NOW! 
BLEU MANILLE 


(8)... LE CO! 
(8)... LE CORO em or tutos 
ally associated with promoting our cooking = 


abroad. z m "a o| 
CULINARY SURER SCHOOL 2000. — 


What we have on 
Children - Young Adults - Professionals 


the local level features 
a particular regional 
food, giving a taste of 
the flavors and prefer- 
ences of Filipinos in a 
specific part of the 
country d 

But organizers of 
the Cebu festival see it 
as a way to give their 
guests an overview of 
Filipino cuisine be- 
yond the expected Ce- 
buano fare. 


COUNTRY 
{COOKING te ed ta ey Fes Pa BEY 
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Lose 20% of your body fat. Reduce your 
weight by 10, 20, 30 or more pounds! 
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Lr 


S 


Micky Fenix 


Three cooking experts were asked to par: 

ticipate. They are Glenda Barretto of Via =~ = 
Mare, Myrna Segismundo of Restaurant e 
9501 and Claude Tayag who cooks out of his 

home in Angeles, Pampanga. 

Although they will feature the cooking of 
their respective home provinces, they will 
also include cooking from other regions, 
dishes they have learned to cook since they 
travel throughout the country both for ples 
sure and for work 
Majority 

Work involves judging in culinary compe- 
titions or doing cooking demonstrations. It 
is then expected that the majority of the re- 
gions will be represented in the festival 

Barretto, who is from Samar, will include 
the kinilaw and the humba of her Visayan 
province. She knows that other places have 
their own versions of the dishes. In Batan- 
gas, for instance, humba is what is known in 
Other places as paksiw na pata. 

She is mulling over the idea of doing the 
pyanggang manik of Jolo having learned the 
necessary spice mix of pamapa itum from a 
Joloano. 

Segismundo is from Batangas and she will 
do pork estofado the way its done in her 
hometown of Lipa. The pieces are stewed [f 
with a basic mixture of adobo but sugar is 
added, The sauce is thickened with pan de 
Sal and flavor added with saba bananas. 

Tayag will do a sinigang sa bayabas of 
pork ibs, bangus and sugpo. He plans to in- 
lude fish cardillo, using any white fish like 
pampano, then cooking it with a sauce made 
Df fish roe (bid). He will probably also do 
Sisig, the Pampango dish that is probably 
known throughout the country. H 

Dishes that were once strictly regional or Bi 
provincial do travel and eventually become 
Known in other places. Sisig is one. The lo- 
cano pinakbet is another. Migration is one 
cause. Zamboanguehos 1 interviewed for a 
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ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Anna726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL. Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


MEGAMALL Gina/Ruby 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Dino/Jiggs/Haydee 681-5333 
SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Emily/Sheryll 814-0138. 


2420728/05178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 7261526/09 194986196 
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Bicher Muesli (Jessie Sin- 
loco's version) 

300 g muesli mix 

600 g plain or flavored yogurt 

200g honey 

15 g cinnamon powder 

300 g raisins 

4 pes grated green apples, skin 
on 

jue of 1 lemon. 

Mix together. 

300 g fresh strawberries cut in- 
to quarters 

200 g fresh blueberries 

250 grapes, cut into half with 
skin 

2 pes bananas, cut into small 
cubes 

4 pes fresh orange, segments 
oniy 

1 peripe mango, cut into small 
cubes 

1 pe fresh plum, sliced horizon- 
tally 

100 g roasted walnuts 

Mix everything properly and 
serve cold. Best served the fol- 
lowing day. Add any fresh fruits 
of your choice. 


Bread and Butter Pudding 
with vanilla sauce 

Butter pudding: 

85 g dark raisins soaked in 80 
mirum 

255 gbread 

85 g butter, melted 

960 ml milk 

170gsugar 

340 geggs, beaten. 

64 g egg yolks, beaten 

3gvanilla extract 

1g ground cinnamon 

3gsalt 

Combine mill, 85 g of sugar ina 
saucepan and bring toa boil. Blend ed 
eggs, egg yolks, vanilla, remaining 


Reggie 


the molds. 


stirring. 


KITCHEN 
RESCUE 


Aspiras 


sugar and salt. Gradually add 1/3 
of the hot milk, stirring constantly. 
‘Add remaining hot milk and stain 
custard into a bowl. 

Add bread, 
raisins to custard. Ladle mixture in- 
to buttered ramekins. Bake in 
160°C (20°F) preheated oven in 
water bath until just set, 30-40 
‘minutes, depending on the size of 


Gamish with fresh f 
serve warm with vanilla 
and mint leaves. 

Vanilla sauce: 

4 g vanilia extract 

Mier milk 

250 zegg yolks 

180gsugar 

Combine egg yolks and sugar, 
stirring with wire whisk to incor- 
porate. Bring milk just below 
Boiling point, then gradually add 
into egg mixture, stirring. 

Return the mixture into à 
saucepan and cook in 80-82°C, 


Sieve flour, add butter and 


shortening. Rub in by hand to in- 
corporate, mix eggs, salt and ice 
water. Gradually add flour, rub by 
hand just to incorporate. Transfer 
to the floured clean tray refriger- 
‘ate 30-45 minutes before using 
Grease pie mold. Preheat the 


oven to 160°C (320°) 


Roll pie dough to 3 mm 


lay on the pie 
ment pay 


olds. 


for 15 minutes. 
Filling: 
9 pes lemon, juiced 
16peseggs 
700 g sugar, refined 
600 g fresh cream 


cinnamon and 


zest. Set aside. 


Strain and add vanilla extract. 


Lemon Meringue Tart 
Pate Brisee: 
500 g butter 
500 g shortening 
15gsalt 
4 peseggs 
450 g ice water approximately 
4,400 g all-purpose four, sift- 


Take two for Filipino . . . 


From page Cl 


food book told me they did not eat vegeta- 
bles until Ilocano soldiers came and taught 
them howto plant and eat those. 

But asa dish travels through the country, 
it excludes traditional ingredients, includes 
nontraditional ones or substitutes what is 
available. Pinakbet in other places has 
Squash. Mayonnaise, sometimes fried egg, 
has been added to sisig. 

Dishes get different inter- 
pretaüons, such as the 
lumpiang ubod. It has 
“grown” from the finger- 
sized original in Silay, Ne- 
gros Occidental, and the 
Sauce, instead of being con- 
tained within the lumpia, is 
now served separately. 

What is important, says 
Segismundo, is that what 
they offer in Cebu is tradi- 
tional or closest to the origi 
nal cooking. She wants to 
steer clear of fusion. But they 
still have to discuss that 
point among themselves. 


Promotion 
Ie’s uncanny how the Fil- 


ipino food festival in Cebu MYRNA Segismundo 


comes right after the launch- 

ing yesterday of Project Kulinarya—a pro- 
gram that aims to promote Filipino cuisine 
in the country and abroad. It’s a joint effort 
by the Asia Society the Department of 
"Tourism, the Hotel and Restaurant Associa- 
tion and the project sponsor, San Miguel 
Pure Foods. 

The very first step was to make a list of 
dishes that would be included in a program 
to standardize recipes. To standardize 
means agreeing as well on which kind of 
adobo, for instance, to promote. Should it be. 
the one with soy sauce and vinegar or the 
One without soy sauce but colored with 
achuete seeds? And what about the sini- 

^ 


gang? Should it be soured by tamarind, kala- 
mansi, batuan, kamias or tomato? 

The Kulinarya group tasked to do this in- 
dudes the three Cebu festival parici- 
pants—Barretto, Segismundo and Tayag. With 
them are Conrad Calalang, Margarita Fores, 
Ariel Manuel and Jessie Sincioco. Calalang 

>. Seasons and Intermez- 
Bola; Sincioco is a partner a 
Manuel is chef patron of Lolo Dad's. 
‘While most of them run 
restaurants that don’t serve 
ino food, they do sup- 
port the aims of Ku 

Ittooka while to come up 
with a list, more than year, 
partly because members of 
the group were busy with 
their businesses and their 
own food promotions 
abroad. Finally, 60 dishes 
were included. Each Kuli- 
narya member chose which 
ones he/she would do ac- 
cording to his/her recipe. 
‘There will bea tasting by se 
lected food experts who wil 
comment on the outcome. 

The recipes chosen will 
be compiled into a book ora 
‘manual designed for use by 
both professional and ama- 
teur cooks. Pictures will suggest the presen- 
tation. 

Tt is hoped that the Kulinarya manual will 
beused by restaurants in the country and by 
those who want to open Filipino restaurants 
abroad. 

Tris also hoped that it becomes an indispens- 
able tool in the many culinary schools here. 
That way, Filipino cooking will become as im- 
portant a subject as French, Italian and other 
Asian cooking being taught today. 

For, after all, an aspiring chef must appre- 
ciate one's own cooking first, must know 
how to do it properly, must master its dishes 
to be truly called a Filipino chef. 
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sper on top and blind bake 


Pat eggs and sugar in mixing 
bowl, whisk in hot water bath un- 
til sugar melts. Pour in cream and 
stir to incorporate, strain. 

Mix lemon juice until welin- 
corporated and pour mixture into 
pie shell. Bake in oven for 45 

iil mixture sets like cus- 


BICHER Muesli 


Meringue: 
250 g egg whites 
1 geream of tartar 
250 gsugar 

1 pe lemon zest 


Whisk egg whites, cream of 
tartar, gradually add sugar, whip 


to stiff peaks, add lemon zest. If 


parch- vanilla sponge recipe fi 
lay on top of tart. ice ta 


meringue, slight 


Zest lemon, cut in half, squeeze 
in and mix with the 


500 gsugar 
450 g cake flour 

50 g cornstarch 
120 g butter, melted 
10gvan 


BREAD and Butter Pudding with vanilla sauce 


The price of convenience 


By Linda B. Bolido 


YOU MAY NOT REALIZE IT BUT 
using bank automated teller ma- 
chines (ATM) as a virtual electronic. 
purse, taking you need 
for the day or a couple of days, is 
costing you a tidy sur 

The practice may be convenient 
and it may make you feel safer as 
you donot have to carry alot of cash 
but you pay a rather hefty price. 

While bank nerworks have given 
you access to more ATMs, service 
fees are often levied on transactions. 
you do with machines other than 
your own bank's, including simple 
balance inquiries. 

Rep. Joseph Santiago of the lone 
district of Catanduanes has released 
the results of a survey by the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas to let 
bank consumers Know where they 
"can get more value for their money 
by using cheaper ATMs and avoid- 
ing the costlier ones.” 

Of course, another thing they can 
dois ro be more prudent in their use. 
of ATMs. 


18M cardholders 

Santiago, author of House Bill 
4630, which seeks to prohibit banks 
from’ arbitrarily exacting service 
fees or penalty charges, said over 18. 
million Filipinos were ATM card- 
holders serviced by three net- 
works BancNet, Megalink and Ex- 
pressNet. Collectively, the nerworks 
that pool together 58 universal, 
commercial and thrift banks have 
over 5,800 ATMs. 

“Based on the list, the seven 
banks under ExpressNet have the 
lowest service charpes—ranging 
from PS to P9.50 per withdraw- 


Whisk eggs, egg yolks and sug- 
ar together until ribbon stage. 
Gently fold in dry ingredients 
with a fine whisk until well 

porated. Temper melted butter 


you wish, slice a thin sponge (use 
trifle), 


M) FRUIT Tife 


dust with cor 
fectioner sugar. Flash in oven 


with the small amount of sponge 
mixture and gently fold into 
sponge mixture with vanilla ex- 
tract. Pour on pan, bake in oven 
160°C (320°F), 25-30 minutes. 
Cool. 

‘Custard filling: 

500 g milk 

3 pesegg yolks 

50 g sugar, refined 

30 g cornstarch 

2gvanilla extract 

Combine milk with half of the 
sugar, bring toa boil. Combine re- 
maining sugar with cornstarch, 
add eggs and mix to a smooth 
paste. Temper egg and sugar mix- 
tures into hot milk and bring to a 
full boil. 

Stir constantly until it thickens 
slightly Remove from heat, stir in 
vanilla. 

Brandy snap: 

SO g butter, soft 

50 g sugar, refined 

50 g glucose or karo syrup 

40 g cake flour 

Sgbrandy 

1g ginger powder 

Mix all ingrediens into a 
smooth paste. Spread on tray and 
bake until golden brown. 

Take out of oven, before it sets, 
cut imo triangles and lay on 
rolling pin to set. 

200 g strawberry jam. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2006 


i 
PASTRY chef Ernie Babaran 
International Schoo! for Culinary 
Arts and Hotel Management 


4 pack strawberry jelly 

1 can fruit cocktail 

2 slices vanilla sponge or 
roulade 

Slice vanilla sponge and sand- 
wich jam, slice into cubes, 1 cm in 
width. Putin glass, put fruit cock- 
tail on top. 

Heat water, pour in jelly pow. 
der and mix until well-dissolved. 
Seton ice water until cold and be- 
gins to set. Pour into glass until 
the sponge absorbs the jelly 
about 1/3 ofthe glass. 

Refrigerate to set. 

Cook custard filling and cool 
slightly before pouring into the 
glass. Refrigerate until cold, dec- 
Orate with whipped cream, fresh 
strawberries, mint leaves and 
brandy snap disc 

My new class schedules are 
out. Call 9289296/6335162. 

Back to regular KR next 
week! 


Email the author at raspi- 
ras@inquirercom.ph 
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transactions and 645,000 Megalink 


THE 
, CONSUMER 


daily transactions in 2005, with- 
drawals accounted for almost half 
or49 percent. 


Savings accounts average a 38 


al—on cardholders of other banks,” 
Santiago said. The universal Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking Corp. 
Lid. does not collect any service 
charges at all on withdrawals made 
by cardholders of other ExpressNet 
members. 

‘All ExpressNet banks allow card- 
holders of fellow members to make 
account balance inquiries, freely 
‘without paying any services fees. 

Megalinks 23 members charge 
P1011 per withdrawal, except the 
Philippine Veterans Bank, which 
collects only PS. Union Bank of the 
Philippines Inc. has the stiffest ser- 
vice fee, P12 per withdrawal, for 
cardholders of fellow member 
banks 

Among Megalink „banks, only 
Philam Savings Bank and Robinson 
Savings Bank Corp. do not collec 
amy service fees on withdrawals 
made by cardholders of other 
banks. The rwo banks, as well as 
Planters Development Bank, also do 
not charge PI-P2 for balance in- 
quiries by cardholders of other Me 
link members. 

‘The 28 BancNet members charge 
PB-P1O per withdrawal. The small 
Centennial Savings Bank Inc. col 
lex only PS. Two mem- 
bers—Citibank N.A. and Citibank 
Savings Inc —do not collect any ser- 
vice fees on withdrawals by card- 
holders of other banks. All BancNet 
banks do not collect service charges 
on balance inquiries made by card- 
holders of other members. 

Of over 123 million BancNet 


Lens cleaner 

The New York Times, in an article 
by Gardiner Harris on April 14, said 
Bausch and Lomb had removed 
temporarily its ReNu with Moisture- 
Loc contact lens solution from store. 
shelves following reports of illness 
and under pressure from major 
store chains. 

Health regulators, according to 
the story, were investigating if the. 
product could have caused 109 cas- 
es of fungal infections in contact 
lens users. 

"The company was quoted as say- 
ing its action did not affect its other 
products or ReNu with MoistureLoc 
‘made outside the United States. 

The Times said infections among 
users in Singapore and Hong Kong 
led the company to suspend ship- 
ments of the product there in Febru- 
ary. 


(Our regular columnist, Marietta 
\ Giron, is indisposed. Please send 
letters to The Consumer, Lifestyle Sec- 
tion, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino 
Roces Ave. cor. Mascardo and Yague 
Sis, Makati City; PO Box 2353 
‘Makati Central Post Office, 1263 
Makati; or e-mail Ibolido@inquir- 
excom.ph—Editor) 


percent interest per annum. In sim- 
lest terms, your P1,000 will hope- 
fully get you P38 at the end of the 
year. Two fortnightly withdrawals 
(on the 15th and 30th, paydays) 
will already cost you about P20 a 
month. 
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runs arm 2n zo $ LIFESTYLE 


CAKE DECORATING; SAUSAGE MAKING) 
COOKING & BARING LESSONS 


AT 181 SHAW BLVD., PASIG F3; TEL. NOS 671-4498 . 671-4472 . 671-4489 


= Enean 
goto maps 
Sylvia Reeynoso- Gala Sp E T 
spo cure Tel egere Schoot, Oana Hott, Bangkok, Thales 
LII M = 
ERNEST REYNOSO GALA 
rete cer d hl Cooking Shh Soria Tent 
Sed est annara Ton Sa ery Seen 
SENTIS Y 


(couse GONE UFES 


on my table 


By Linda B. Bolido 


EW TECHNOLOGY HAS COME TO 
NE 
pect robot waiters just yet, You dont 
ven have o sertie for virtual dining as you ac- 
tually rouch, see, smell and taste your order EXE 
‘But now, with an interactive menu, you can ; EMI E 
just click the mouse to let the kitchen know ESCX- UC Eae c E Me us o M 
your pleasure. At least thats how they do EX to 
things at Sakae Sushi, arguably the first in the : WE eon dE, ON, 
county to introduce such innovation, in The i XE s Rub MENTE PORK LEMPO Me du 
Fort. $ Sakae SN O wa us RONIS TEP PON SIOUN W QUAI EGES 
The latest project of Hubert Young's group Es : TERRE Tess Srna HU, Ga BOUN MA 
responsible for the UCC chain and Crepes & A. s DO HE UE ere 
Cream, the Japanese restaurant also boasts of Sushi has LIMES. gor Bust Sus NERA GANT Ld 
a new take on the traditional Filipino turo- ese SAESON , BESTSELLERS UCET DICTUS GUI, UR amma SLE SOIT TOME 
turo, Instead of having everthing laid anew take in Ss es Seat FNA SPE wD MELOS Baa cet 
out for you in rows of pots an SCAN a DEE Poo SMa potra aat 
pans and you pointing at what - o 
Mu wan, sub ds [^ onthe 
deser and oer items 
e toner le Al 1 traditional 
you have to do i grab m 
‘what takes your fancy Filipino 
When dt passes your 7 1 
table n , ] 
TT you like your turo-turo 
Japanese food authentic, i 
You dont hae to wem d M E 
What youl get is a Vesterized Cn M 
or Filpinized version of your god 
ores. Though, if you think about it, the conveyor 
Tew technology probably males it even more 
authentic given the Japanese's passion for in- 


ovation. : belt 


Interactive. 

Sakae Sushi, a franchisee ofa Singaporean 
chain, has installed a computer monitor and 
mouse on every table. Diners can either $ desserts 
choose from the conveyor be (the restaurant : 
îs so designed that the diners have actes to. eu ; 
the bet aiou having o stard upand move | and drinks 
from their places) or checkout the interactive 
menu then click on the items they want. At EXC I Nc 
the open kitchen, the chefs get the orders Ep ee 
through their own monito. 

Dont fret if you are quick on the trigger 
and mistakenly cick on something other than 
‘hat you want. A server will verify with you 
fis if the kitchen got your orders ight before 
they bring the fod to your table. 

‘At Sakae Sushi, you also get “bottomless” AYOUNG cotomer 
hot water as each table has a tap for this pur- Seda MM. sons 
pose. mealsin the HAN T SUNDAY 

‘Open 102-12 midnight, the restaurant of- — " interactive menu. 120-4300 
fes e bonae ssh pomo, 2306 : 3 E 
Pan Nenta ier i ed clad pT | dtt E e. 
P499 and senior citizens P399. Children below yan - 


ni P ^ 
12 are charged P299 each. Incidentally, the AUSTRALE DH Demo BY MORELLA| 


; as Ars AL 
Muri" d" PREMIERE WEIN CEN ES SAGUIO ATRIUM, 
aged for children. Orders even come in attrac- iS HERE 

Sive containers specially designed for kis Get Varicosa/Spider Vein-Froe Lege with Laureh it GANS 


For meetings and conferences, Sakae Sushi sci noTHERAFY AND ULTRASOUND GUIDED SCLEROTH 
is probably, at the moment, unbeatable for ES 


one very important feature —every functi e Non-Surgical E Queste! AI MENS 
in here a hve of tam) has own aR + No hospitalization ( z pe cl 
restroom, People holding private meetings or e No Scars 

social functions need not go out into the main E - Relatively Painless 
dining area to use the rest room. Even rooms 
that can be joined together to make the space 
bigger each has its own rest room. 


for sushi, 


Sakae Sushi is at 26th Crescent West Park, ae LAUREN y EAGLE WINGS STAINLESS STEEL FABRICATED KITCHENS | 
Global City, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig (tel. i EE y oasis t RCUSSeneS 
8434891 and 8435452). Another branch will ha MSU STEAMER, 

open atthe new SM Mall of Asia, CM Central : ONCE ecd 
Busines Park, Bay City, Pasay. p NE 


JOIN A JOHN ROBERT POWERS SUMMER WORKSHOP JUST FOR KII 

Spacal Age Group Workshop in Personality Development, cing, Modeling, Eust, nd Grooming. Morning end ahernoon 
Senensi fit your schedule. Enrol} Now ond finish balora your regular school classes bagin. Eom tha Worldwide John Robart 
Power international Cartliegie, MAKE THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVERI HAVE FUN AND GET THE LIFETIME BENEFITS OF A 

WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. Enroll cri for choice schedul 


CALL Now: 892 951A wasicm 927 OAGS:cveen cm 


imer Building, 195 Salcedo St.. 
j, Makati City 


GULAR CLASSES BEGIN. 
to Denik Lou Vi SER 


JOIN US ON APRIL 20, 2006 AS WE MARK THE START OF 
SUMMER AT STARBUCKS? WITH THESE EXCITING ACTIVITIES... 


* HEAD TO YOUR FAVORITE 
STARBUCKS STORE! 
WE'RE TREATING EVERYONE - 
Yo A Taste of our summer Starbucks Starbucks Starbucks 
FRAPPUCCINO® BLENDED 6750 Glorietta 4 SM Megamall 
BEVERAGES IN ALL STORES li: G&D TE 
AT THESE TIMES: mm e) 


8-10am 
12-1pm Starbucks 


5-6pm Emerald Avenue 
ns 
* CAP THE NIGHT WITH A mcer OK 
LIVE PERFORMANCE BY 
BOSSA NOVA INGÉNUE Starbucks Starbucks Eastwood Starbucks 
sirri at 7:20 pM s Harbour Square City Walk 2 Ayala Center - Cebu 
STARBUCKS 6750. 


* 
GROOVE TO THE SOUNDS OF SUMMER WITH LIVE RADIO 
BROADCASTS FROM 3 TO 6. PM AT THESE STORES: 


Starbucks 
Alabang Town Center 


"GST WIT MUSIC 


